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WHERE 
TO. 
NOW: 


It is a tragic fact that more than half of the folks over 
65 do not have means to support themselves. 


It is also a tragic fact that most of the homes caring 
for the aged are not self-supporting either. 


So where does the money come from? 


It can come only from people who have been made 
aware of the problem—and are concerned enough to 


do something ahout it. 


Making people aware of your fund-raising problems— 
and making them want to do something about it—is 
where the American City Bureau has been helping 
congregations, large and small, since 1913. 


Does your church need money for a building fund, a 
school or hospital or for a home for the aged? Without 
obligation, one of our experienced Field Counsellors 
will be glad to make a study of, and prepare a Plan to 
meet your special problems. Write our office nearest 
you today! 


A M E R | C A N C | T Y B U R E A U Professional Fund-Raising Counsel for Almost Half-a-Century 


New York 16, N.Y 
386 Park Avenue South 


Chicago 1}, Ill 
3520 Prudential Plaza 


Atlanta 9, Ga 
1375 Peachtree St. Bldg 


Sacramento 2 Calif 
Parkfair Drive 


Houston 25, Texas 
1202 Prudential Bidg 4 


Founding Member American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel 
Accepetd for listing by the American Hospital Association 





Certified* to shut out sounds 
other partitions let through 





Furniture by Pe abody 


New! Steel-Walled Modernfold 


@ First in sound reduction . . . first in heavy-duty church 
design. To create Sunday School classrooms, to separate 
groups for evening activities, or to divide any area to 
double your use of existing space . . . you'll find this 
Soundmaster 240 by Modernfold rivals conventional 
walls in sound control, yet still lets you reunite divided 
space on a second’s notice for complete flexibility. 

The heart of Modernfold’s sound superiority is in 
twin walls of steel panels beneath that luxurious vinyl! 
‘ a dense, rigid barrier with eight sound-stopping 
horizontal edge seals custom-trimmed to the opening. 

But this five decibel lead in sound control is only 
half the story. Because no other partition in the indus- 
try matches Modernfold heavy-duty construction. 
The chart at the right shows you why . . . comparing 
Modernfold’s Soundmaster 240 with the dest model 
offered by each of the next largest manufacturers. 


NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS, INC. 
NEW CASTLE, IND. 
Manufacturer Moder 4 Partit 


faslelei-jgaliel(e| 


Church Management: May 1961 











Partition 


"240" 








*Sound Reduction 
125, 4000 cps av 


354 4000 cps av 
(Industry Standard) 


Acoustic 
Panels 


Sealer Strips 


Foam-Lined 
Jamb-Seal 


Air Release 
Pull-in Latch 


Best Fabric Weight 


Outside Covering Only 


Top Row Horizontal 
Hinge Plate Depth 


418 35.8 
steel 5%” wide uses 
wt. 1 Ib. sq. ft. cardboard 


8 


yes 
no 
yes 


45 oz. per 45 oz. per 


lin. yd 


8%” 


NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS, INC 


Dept. R351 


New Castle, Ind 


wide 
Ib. sq. ft 


4 


no 


18 oz. per 


lin. yd 


(vertical) 


uses 


cardboard 


Gentiemen : Piease send full information on Soundmaster 240 
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Just 
How 
Strong Is 
YOUR Call 


There is a powerfully stirring way 
to water the seed of guilt in one 
who should be regularly attending 
services. The beautiful sound of 
Schulmerich® Carillons ringing 
out on a Sunday morning has a 
way of nudging a latent spiritual 
need. Many pastors have found 
that with Schulmerich® Carillons 
as the voice of their church, pews 
are fuller and strange faces are 
becoming familiar. You too can 
enjoy this rewarding experience. 
Schulmerich® Carillons are with- 
in the reach of every church. No 
bell tower is needed. Write for 
details. 


Schulmerich® 
Carillons area 
most rewarding 
donor gift. 
Memorial Plaques 
available. 


SCHULMERICH 


CARILLONS, INC. 


1551 CARILLON HILL e SELLERSVILLE, PA 





They Say; What Say They? 


Let Them Say | 


TOO ERUDITE 
Dear Sir: 

I have just finished reading the article 
“Recruiting Sunday School Teachers,” 
by Peter J. Hampton, in the March issue 
of Church Management. 

While the author has some very posi- 
tive statements, the overall approach 
seems to be a prime example of adopt- 
ing modern business technique for 


“employing” Sunday school teachers. For | 


example, “We have found that ‘status’ 


people make good recruitment officers 


.... Why? And he gives the reason 
which jars my Christian faith in people: 


“because they permit the person who is | 


asked to serve as a Sunday school teacher 
to identify with a prestige person.” Per- 
haps it is true that this is the thinking 
among many who do recruit the Sunday 
school teachers, but to advocate such a 
practice is bordering on the edge of 
heresy. Can't we just recognize the pos- 
sibility that such thinking exists rather 
than exploit the beast? Certainly in the 
community of the church there is no 
room to exploit people. Yet I had the 
feeling that this method, advocated by 
Mr. Hampton, was an exploitation. 

We are a church, not a group of 
people to be manipulated by modern 
psychological techniques. We recruit 
people, not because of prestige, but be- 


cause here is a person who has matured 





enough in his or her faith to be able to | 


lead others to discover what God did 


do in Christ for him. If we seek people | 
merely because there is a job to do, or | 
a bunch of kids to attend to on Sunday | 


morning, then let's remove the sign 
reading “Church” and let it read “Social 
Club and Baby Sitting Services.” 

One final word. We do not lead 
young people into a life of Christian 
faith and discipleship. We seek to com- 


municate the gospel in such a way that 


the individual comes to grips with him- 


self. Within the context of the relation- | 


ships found in the church the individual 
asks questions and discovers a faith that 
becomes the basis for his life. 


The dis- | 


covery of the faith becomes the motiva- | 


tion for his discipleship. 
Warren O. Harry 


Pittsboro, Indiana | 


NEW ORLEANS 
Dear Sir: 


Traditional 


.. Ok modern 


LEIRD-BUILT CHURCH FURNITURE OFFERS 
YOUR CHURCH THE RICH BEAUTY OF THE 
FINEST NATURAL WOODS, UNMATCHED 
CREATIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERFEC- 
TION IN DESIGN. 


INQUIRIES WELCOME 


U anuracrunine 


COMPANY 
2816 WEST 16th — LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 


“Stationory’’ rocks 
in single or double 
face units snap-lock 
rigidly together to fit 
any space or provide 
capacity required 


COAT and HAT RACKS 


numbers 


gauge 


in modern baked finishe os 


equipment or eve hurch 
industrial 


Checker Rack (illustrated 
s 50 coats and hats: goes 
ball-bearing -swivel 


Portable 


checks and snap-on 
Strongly welded of square tubular heavy 
and highly embossed furniture steel Smart 

G ore ow me service 

or sway 3 45 f 
bane enti le ae _— ce v 
school ommerc ial 
and institutional ne 
for "Bulletin CK-33 


MV OGEL-PETERSON CO. 


Rt. 83 and Madison St., Elmhurst, Iii. 


Many thanks for your editorial on the 


® Trademark of Bell Instruments J ; ‘ L 
New Orleans school situation in the 


produced by Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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If cushioned pews 


aren’t built like this 


... they just aren’t 


Endicott-Quality 


CUSHION-EZE WITH 
PATENTED PERMA-DOWEL 
CONSTRUCTION* 


CHANNEL DESIGN 


provides ventilating action, 
clothes never stick to seat 


PURE 
FOAM RUBBER 


never loses its “spring” 
never mats down, 
always resilient 


PERMA-DOWEL 
CONSTRUCTION * 


Provides proper tension 


aged and cured, are permanently, prevents COVERING 7 


contoured for maximum unsightly wrinkles or sags is permanent! 
comfort attached, can’t pull loose 


QUALITY WOODS, 


carefully selected, properly 


@PERMA-DOWEL CONSTRUCTION IS EXCLUSIVE IN THE CUSHION-EZE PEW AND IS PATENTED UNDER U.S. PATENT NO. 2.703.603, 


The quality of Endicott pews is often apparent at first glance (due to 
their seven-coat soft, lustrous finish). But Endicott quality is more than 
surface deep— it’s built in’ Only Endicott has Cushion-Eze with 
patented Perma-Dowel construction. 
What a difference this feature makes in attention-holding comfort, 
long-lasting beauty, ease of cleaning and trouble-free maintenance! 


For more of the “‘inside story” write or call 
4M 
id < 


yA CHURCH FURNITURE 


DEPT. M15 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 

















February issue of Church Management. 
I feel you have done much toward creat- 
ing proper understanding of our prob- 
lem here and the efforts being put forth 
to solve them. 


George H. Wilson 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


BIRTH CONTROL IN 
NEW ENGLAND 
Dear Sir: 

Your editorial “Growing Catholic 
Liberalism” in the February 1961 issue 
of Church Management is incorrect at 
one point. Referring to restrictive birth 
control laws in Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts, you stated, “These laws, of 
course, were placed in the statute books 
by Roman Catholic Pressures.” 

To the contrary, they were placed in 
the books by Protestant pressures at a 
time when Roman Catholics did not 
have the political power which they 
present possess. However, they are now 
kept in the books by Roman Catholic 
pressures. 

Theodore R. Weber 
Emory University 


Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your disturbing article 
“Segregation at the Lord’s Table”! 

To the writer of the letter beginning 
“Trying to make trouble?” let me say 
two things: 

(1) Our Lord was a “troublemaker,” 
as he upset old prejudices and fears. 

(2) With an attitude such as is ex- 
pressed in this letter (February 1961 
issue ), how can the writer dare close his 
letter with “Yours in Christ’? In Christ 
there is no east or west—and no white 
or black either! 

One who lacks the courage to affix 
his signature to such a letter is not 


worthy to be heard! 
Clyde R. Shallenberger 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Dear Sir: 

I appreciated very much your article 
“Segregation at the Lord’s Table,” and 
I want to compliment you for your very 
fine magazine which I am happy to sub- 
scribe to as I have for years. 

I would like to comment on an article 
which appeared in the February issue 
under They Say; What Say They? Let 
Them Say, entitled “They Don’t Mix.” 

First, I have always been told that 
anyone who refused to sign his name to 
an article was a moral coward. The 
abovementioned article was submitted, 
“Your in Christ” (no signature). I feel, 
therefore, that the article should not 

(please turn to page 36) 
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IRON FIREMAN 
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Koontz Lake United Missionary Church, Koontz Lake, Indiana 
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CHURCH HEATING 


er 


‘ 
west 


The ultimate word in zoned 
heating” says Pastor Paul Loucks 


“Each room has its own desired temperature” 


“We were surprised to discover that 
the cost of the Iron Fireman heating 
plant was lower than a hot air system 
we considered,” writes the Rev. Paul 
Loucks. “Furthermore, SelecTemp 
heating had many advantages — no 
unsightly duct work, no cutting of 
register holes in the floor and no 
cumbersome furnace taking up much 
needed space. Since installation we 


have discovered other advantages. 


IRON FIREMAN 


Because each unit has its own tem- 
perature control every classroom has 
its desired temperature. This feature 
also gives us a constantly comfortable 
sanctuary, for as the number of peo- 
ple increases, the heating units modu- 
late and an even temperature is 
maintained. This system, we think, 
is just about the ultimate word in 
zoned heating. We could heartily 
recommend it for any church.” 


‘ 
i 


2 


y 
: 
‘4 


Ly 4 


How SelecTemp works Each individual! heater 
is an automatic unit, with low-pressure 
steam heating core, spun glass air filter, 
steam-driven air circulating fan, and non- 
electric thermostat. Recessed in wall, units 
require no floor space 

Top comfort —low fuel bills SclecTemp heat 
ing is unequalled for comfort when the whole 
church is in use. Yet this revolutionary sys 
tem eliminates the need for, and 
heating the entire building just to heat onc 
or more rooms. For meetings held during 
the week, only the space to be used need be 
heated. Temperature in each room used 
comes up to comfort level in just a few 
minutes after the thermostat is set. This fea- 
ture, plus elimination of overheating and the 
resulting opening of windows, makes remark- 
able savings in fuel bills. 


cost of 


Send coupon for further information 


HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING aS 


AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS AND EQUIPMENT 


st 


Send literature on Ir 


Arrange for demonstration 


MISSILE AND AIRCRAFT GYROSCOPES 


Name 


ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 


CONTROL 
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FOR THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS — 
THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF THE CHURCHES 


Cooperating with: 


@® THE CHURCH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD OF 
AMERICA 


@ THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHURCH 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATORS 


@ THE ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS 





One Great Church? 


|= most religious periodicals, Church Manage- 
ment has had some things to say about the many 
divisions of the body of Christ as revealed in the hun- 
dreds of splinter denominations in the Christian so- 
ciety. But now that Pope John has given a friendly in- 
vitation to return to the “one church,” and an arch- 
bishop of the Church of England has paid a friendly 
call on the pope, and Eugene Carson Blake has made 
his proposal for a great four denominational merger, 
we are beginning to get plain scared. It seems that if 
there is anything we don’t need, it is one great, strong 
church embracing all creeds, or two great, strong 
churches—one Catholic and one Protestant—such as 
Dr. Blake seems to be visualizing. 

About the only substantial thing we have on which 
to base an argument is history, and looking back on 
the time when one great church embraced all Chris- 
tendom doesn’t make the prospect very appealing. We 
find nothing in the years of history when a powerful 
church controlled the thoughts and the lives of men 
which makes such a goal a glorious ambition. 

Here in the United States the concept of church-state 
separation has been gradually weakening. The pro- 
motion of one great church would hasten its swan 
song. State and church headquarters would have to 
be so housed that there could be constant communica- 
tion between the two groups. By the time the goal was 
reached, we feel sure, state money would be available 
for the support of religious schools and churches. 
Churches could become financially prosperous and 
their spires be gilded with gold. Of course there would 
be some small dissenting groups. They could be toler- 
ated, but could hardly expect to share in the federal 
grants for religious purposes. 

It would not make too much difference whether 
there were one great church or two—one Catholic and 
one Protestant. Two or even more could work well 
together as long as they shared mutually in the ad- 
vantages. We must remember, however, that we now 
have a multiplicity of religions in our nation. The 
Jewish religious community must certainly be recog- 
nized. The Buddhists have growing congregations. 
Mohammedan groups are making their appearance. 
The Universalist-Unitarians with their humanistic phi- 
losophy must be recognized. The more you look at the 
picture, the more confusing it grows. 


6 


The whole picture probably looks different to the 
ambitious ecclesiastic who counts spiritual growth by 
the number of members who can be placed on the 
church rolls and the ability of church offices to create 
unified programs of thought and action. For those who 
love the vestments of the mighty and the power of the 
bishops this dream of one great church is wonderful. 
But not to the humble worshiper of God who prefers 
being an “individual” doorkeeper in the house of the 
Lord to sitting in the seats of those who implement 
the trend to conformity. It looks at this point as though 
we should reconsider some of the blessings we received 
of God when our fathers prayed and fought for the 
privileges of individual expression. 


It Always Has 


“Will it never stop raining?” I asked my father 
when for the fifth day there had been a 
continuous rain. 

You see, that rain might mean a year’s delay in 
getting into college. Father had a proposition which 
seemed gilt-edged. Our strip of high land by the stream 
had proved to be splendid potato soil. Father told me 
that I could have as much as I thought I could take care 
of to raise potatoes. He would provide the best seed. 
I could use Dexter (the family horse) to plow the land 
and cultivate the growing vines. With a good market 
there would be a sizable sum of money for college in 
the fall. 

But you can’t plow land in the rain. The seed 
potatoes had been cut for the seed, and the sprouts 
were showing on some of them. A situation which 
looked bright the week before now appeared to me 
to be very bad indeed. 

“Will it never stop raining?” I asked. 

Father raised his eyes from the morning paper, and 
there was a slight smile on his face as he said: 

“It always has.” 

Father, of course, had lived many more years than I. 
He had seen floods which carried the family home 
down the swollen stream which ran by the potato land. 
He had seen dry summers which reduced the income 
to a bare existence figure. Grain had over-ripened 
while he suffered from burning fever, unable to attend 
to the harvest. But he had learned one principle which 
I later would take for granted. Life is not all good. 
There are bad seasons for each one of us. But the ex- 
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slit may be 
just the book 
youre looking for 


This free book tells you about a plan now being used by more than 400 successful pastors 
which made it possible for them to increase their church attendance from 30 to 60 per cent; 
to increase their church collections from 20 to 50 per cent; a plan that not only saves their time 
but also broadens their sphere of influence; a plan that enabled them to present the Gospel 
to every man, woman and child in their respective communities. 


This Book Tells You How a Parish Paper Will. . . 


Increase Church Attendance 


By visiting regularly every home, a parish paper 
rekindles enthusiasm for your church. It attracts 
those who do not attend any church service. 


Attract and Hold the Young Folks 


A parish paper gives the news of the Sunday 
School and makes the young people conscious of 
their responsibility to the church. 


Widen Your Sphere of Influence 


A parish paper keeps you in touch with mem- 
bers, out-of-town members and non-members. It 


FOR SAMPLES, PRICES AND FULL PARTICULARS REGARDING 
OUR SERVICE AND THE HELPFUL SIXTEEN-PAGE ILLUS- 
TRATED PARISH MANUAL CONTAINING DETAILED EXPLANA- 
TION OF PUBLISHING PROCEDURE, FILL OUT AND MAIL 


THE COUPON. 


De it NOW. Neo obligation, of course 


Ave 


GRAND RAPIDS 
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is your personal representative, entering every 
home in the community. 


Save Your Time 


It makes far more pastoral calls than you can 
ever hope to make personally. It brings joy and 
comfort to the sick and shut-ins. It keeps all in- 
formed. 


Add to Church Finances 


Parish paper publishers report that collections 
always improve as members and friends take a 
greater interest in the program of their church. 


MICHIGAN 





Modern as tomorrow! 
...Priced for today’s budget! 


KRUEGEHR 
All-New 
Es BERGLASS 
| rire 


} 
(] 


_ hp 


STACK - ie. 

THEM! ~ THEM! 

. for ovcuut 

storage safety 
~ 
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Curved and shaped to body contours, 
Krueger's Fiberglass chairs help 

raise the standards of seating comfort — 
add colorful warmth and beauty to 

any room setting. You can tell a 
Krueger chair by its rich, smooth finish — 
free from seat “bumps”, because the 

leg attachments are molded-in as an 
integral part of the one-piece fiberglass 
body. These chairs offer seating 
flexibility, too, because you can stack 
or gang them (Model 3001) . . . and 

mix or match their softly hued decorator 
colors of Sand Beige, Shell Coral, 
Evening Gray, Turquoise and Parchment. 


No. 3201 ARM CHAIR 


Black or Chrome steel legs 


UNSURPASSED FOR DURABILITY... 


Krueger Fiberglass is virtually 
indestructible, is color permanent and 
cleans like new. The strong tubular 
steel legs are wobble-free and built to 
last a lifetime! In short, these chairs 
are terrific . . . and priced far below 
what you'd expect to pay for such 
permanized quality. 


White for colorful new 


descriptive brochure showing 
Biack or Chrome steel legs actual Fiberglass colors. 


JE ER Jets Gyles 


METAL PRODUCTS ©GREEN BAY* WISCONSIN 


No. 3101 SIDE CHAIR 
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perience of the thousands of years is that afflictions 
do end sometime. 

Two days after I asked Father the question, the rains 
did stop. Two days later the soil had been sufficiently 
drained so the plowing could start. The seed proved to 
be “tops,” and the harvest was plentiful. There was 
college ahead. 

But more than that, I had learned that difficulties 
which seem to be the size of mountains on Monday 
may disappear by Friday. 

The heavens will continue to send the rains; but 
remember that experience to this date insists that the 
rains will stop. Ask Noah. 


How Big, O Lord, tow Big? 


he question keeps coming up: How large should 

a local church be? Some denominations feel that 

the work of the kingdom is best served through 

churches of modest size. In some instances the bishops 

of Roman Catholic Dioceses are seeking to restrict the 

size of parishes in order that there may be better pas- 

toral service. Laymen are beginning to ask if there 

is any way of measuring the most efficient size for a 
parish. 

One thing we do know. We know that when 
churches grow to a great size there is a larger percent- 
age of inactive, marginal members. Because there are 
more marginal members, the per capita giving slips. 
These things must mean something. 

Let's look at the question from two other angles. 
First, if you were a layman would you prefer a church 
of modest size or one of great membership? I have 
asked many but have found no common answer. One 
says that he likes the tempo of a great church building 
filled with worshipers. He feels a strength in numbers. 
Some think there is protection in anonymity. They are 
protected from requests for personal services. Others 
feel that where there is more leadership there is no 
need for their own services. The most constant com- 
plaint against the big church is that of the lack of 
pastoral services. We Protestants still want contact 
with “the pastor,” in contrast to the services of one 
of the associates, visitors, or callers. 

I asked a friend of mine who is a loyal member in 
a church of approximately 10,000 members if his 
pastor knew him personally. 

“That is rather hard to say,” he replied, “but he 
always smiles when he passes me on the street.” 

We have plenty of readers who know that 
technique. 

What is the most satisfying type of pastorate for 
the minister? I think that we can get pretty well to- 
gether on our ideas here. 

First, the minister does not want too small a church; 
nor does he want one that is too large. There has to 
be some challenge. During the pioneer years a young 
man can be asked to work in a very small church. But 

(please turn to page 63) 
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In The Priesthood of All Believers .. . 


“Just A Layman” 


Ellis H. Dana*® 


am proud to be a layman, in the 

church, and I shudder at the de- 
grading prefix attached to that title so 
often in church circles when a dedicated 
Christian is referred to as “just a lay- 
man.” 

Rather than desiring some official 
prefix before my name, such as Rev- 
erend or Doctor or what have you, I 
have often wondered why the “or- 
dained” minister so often is, or seems to 
be, so interested in emphasizing his pro- 
fessional status and prerogatives. I am 
the son and grandson of liberal Congre- 
gational ministers whose ministries 
brought them into national prominence, 
and thus I have grown up in a world of 
professional churchmen. But I also had 
a grandmother who was a Quaker, who 
believed with the Quakers that all mem- 
bers are “ordained” and are “ministers”. 
Does not this belief put us to shame? 


Are We All Ministers? 

Since we believe in the Royal Priest- 
hood of all Believers as Protestants and 
since we talk rather much about Chris- 
tian vocations in and outside of the 
church, why do we not accord a “minis- 
try right to others”, in the sense of their 
churchly position, and a consecration 
recognition in relation to their services 
and contributions? 

What is to prevent our churches more 
and more consecrating, or even ordain- 
ing, in a sense, those who are in the lay 
ministry, as well as those who are pro- 
fessional, to their appointed tasks? 

I see no reason why a Christian leader, 
whether in the full-time leadership of 
the Protestant church, or in the ranks 
of the pews, cannot to a certain extent, 
ordain or consecrate himself, if we be 
our own “Priests” 

Yes, even though I happen to be a 
“professional” full-time church leader, 
having met certain professional and in- 
stitutional requirements of the Protes- 
tant church, I am proud of the fact that 
I, too, can call myself a layman in the 
best Christian sense. 

*Executive Vice President, Wisconsin 
Council of Churches, Madison, Wisconsin. 
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A Personal Testimony by one who 
has been trained as a professional 
Christian educator but who, in his 
long service to the ecumenical cause, 
has been considered a ‘‘layman”’. . . 
one who is widely known in ad- 
vancing the layman's movement in 
his own state and elsewhere. The 
substance of this article has been 
highly commended the distin- 
guished American Quaker, Elton 
Trueblood. 











Jesus Said . . 

As we look at Jesus walking among 
his Disciples, we see that he regarded 
class, professional or educational dis- 
tinctions as relatively unimportant, and 
that he was not primarily interested in 
an organization or institution. He did 
not wish to divide up his disciplined 
and trained followers into classes and 
into separate privileges as between 
“pros” and “amateurs”. Rather, he said, 
“Ye are my ministers.” That's it and that 
is the way it should be, for there are no 
“second-class” persons among those who 
are committed and are true followers of 
the Master. 

I think it is a mark of growing Prot- 
estant clericalism that this professional 
church executive (unordained) and, 
likewise, other consecrated laymen feel 
a separation in such remarks as “Oh, 
you're just a layman”. We have in Prot- 
estantism altogether too much clerical- 
ism which unconsciously sets up a spe- 
cial and privileged class of the priestly, 
against which Christ, himself, had so 
much trouble. No doubt, developing 
Protestant clericalism is one of our 
troubles which has been creeping in 
upon us, and which laity resist. 

The internationally-famous unor- 
dained Y.M.C.A. leader, John R. Mott, 


warned us in “Value of the Layman”, 


“The participation of laymen in 
shaping and carrying out the pro- 
gram of the churches has again 
and again served as a necessary 
corrective to dangers resulting 
from priestcraft, hierarchial domi- 
nation and professionalism. 


There has ever been a tendency on 
the part of the clergy to become 
more and more official and profes- 
sional and with this specialization 
of clerical work comes a lowering 
of the ideals of the laity.” 


Broad Background 

Though my family background was 
with a minister father, I have since boy- 
hood endeavored to associate and work 
and play with laymen of all classes, in 
many types of work, in various parts of 
the country. It was my lay-minded 
father, who had been in business before 
deciding to train for the ministry, who 
first taught me how important the laity 
was and is 


I grew up in small towns, where both 
minister and laity mingled easily in 
friendly, folksy ways, and where lines 
were far less definitely drawn than in 
large cities. Deliberately choosing to 
study in the educational side of the Prot- 
estant church, where to specialize is not 
necessarily to be ordained, I have 
rubbed elbows with the laymen in work 
—both physical and white-collar—in 
my boyhood school-time and extra- 
curricular activities, in travel, in politics, 
in social life, and in church efforts 

I still like being “just a layman.” 

I moved in Christian ways as a young 
man among farmers, laborers, me- 
chanics, engineers, bankers, lawyers, 
doctors, teachers, businessmen and 
others—always with the thought in 
Christian Protestant work that they were 
the “real ministers,” too 


In Training and Work 

I had an invaluable training in camp 
ing with boys and young adults, and 
during early boyhood vacations, even as 
a truck driver—all to the good. As a 
lay leader I went around the world on 
a lay educational trip where all ages 
were concerned; I worked as a Boys’ 
work secretary and just before the de 
pression hit badly served for a time in a 
credit and collection department of a 
farm implement manufacturing com- 
pany where I came in touch with lay- 
of all kinds and and 
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learned their problems. 

Through my mother's family I have 
known intimately industrial and bank- 
ing executives and those who work for 
them, and have had the contrasting ex- 
periences of living with New Mexico 
cowboys and with Maine fishermen, 
where life is really “give and take” and 
not goody-good or prissy 

On farms and in factories, in offices 
and newspaper plants I have worked 
with the laymen and as a layman. 

In all walks of life I have sought out 
lay leaders for their spiritual pearls, 
which have been spun out of real life 
and not just out of a study. 

In the bowels of an ocean liner with 
the crew and on the bridge with the 
officers; from men diving in a sub- 
marine in Manila Bay and from men 
running a Canadian Pacific train 
through the Connaught tunnel over the 
great divide; in a “God-less” mining 
community in New Mexico, as well as 
in a missionary home on a plantation in 
North Carolina, I have obtained my 
pearls. I found the precious gems, not 
by one-time “diving,” but by associating 
with these “laymen.” 


In Politics and Society 

In the political world—another prac- 
tical “give-and-take” world where Chris- 
tian laymen live—I have long main- 
tained an active interest. Since college, 
as a delegate and a worker I have been 
in close contact with his “work-a-day- 
world” where ideas and ideals are 
pounded out in reality by men—Chris- 
tian men—who know from experience 
no one can have his own way, nor can 
any one version of an idea or ideal win 
out absolutely. In some nine different 
state and national political conventions, 
I have seen men hard at work in this 
endeavor. 

I have also had the unusual experi- 
ence of being a vice president and chair- 
man of a civic affairs committee of the 
famous Boston City Club, where some 
4500 men from all walks of life used to 
meet, and have served in executive posi- 
tions with other laymen in a Boston 
Center for Adult Education, and in the 
President's office at Simmons College 
in Boston. Yes, for many causes, I have 
worked where “Christ-men” meet with 
men for great ideas, ideals and causes. 

Even in the “professional” work of 
the church, I like being “just a layman”. 
I have taught men’s Bible classes, 
worked with men on social issues, been 
a Deacon, headed men’s study groups, 
have been one of the founders of the 
Wisconsin Laymen’s Conference and 
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movement, have been a lay delegate-at- | 
large to the General Council of my own | 
Congregational-Christian denomination. | 
I have been chairman of the annual 
finance campaign of my own local 
church, as a layman; have been a leader 
in trying to improve our Congregational 
Council for Social Action, and am now 
a member of the Board of Managers of 
the new United Church Men of the 
National Council of Churches. 

Thank God for the ministry of the 
professional AND for the ministry of 
the laity! What partners they should and 
can be for Protestantism at a time when 
all “professionals” of many organizations 
are looking more and more to the 
“amateurs"—to those in the ranks—to 
help them carry their loads and provide 
the total leadership needs! 





I'm Proud 
Proud? Yes! I am mighty proud to 
be “just a layman” for the Lord and | 
for Christ. That's why I have given such 
study to lay work, to be in the vanguard 
of what is happening—of the “potential 
revolution” among our laymen. So 
should we all be, who are thus interested 
in strengthening Protestant diversity 
through a sound cooperation. 
For at the heart of our Protestant 
heritage and witness stands . . . “just a 
layman’, consecrated to God and Christ 


Personal Epilogue 

Yes, and through the years I have 
been greatly influenced by the extra- | 
ordinary lay-minded emphases of Harry 
Emerson Fosdick and Eltron Trueblood, | 
in both their sermons and in their 
writings, even more in their examples. | 

All the way along in my life I have 
come to see THIS NEW VIGOR IN 
CHRISTIANITY which is the NEW 
GROWTH OF LAY RELIGION. Early | 
Christianity itself was a lay movement, | 
Christ having limited his call in the | 
beginning to men who were not priests | 
nor ministers. The Apostle Paul sup- | 
ported himself by manual labor. 

So .. . being “just a layman”, in our 
time, is a rare privilege—an opportunity 
tO participate in a new lay movement 
which is abroad in both Europe and 
America. And, just as in my life I have 
experienced great lay things, I have al- | 
ways agreed with Elton Trueblood that, 
“A man who is not trying to spread the 
cause in which he claims to believe has 
not really understood that cause.” How 
true this is, as lay leaders are trying “to 
recover the strategy of the early Chris- 
tians in which the common members 

(please turn to page 36) 
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AT YOUR 
‘HELPMATE’ TODAY? 


The minister’s wife is expected to 
and does take a much more active 
roll in connection with her hus- 
band’s work than the average wife. 
Her contribution to the husband- 
wife team is an extremely impor- 
tant factor in the minister’s career. 


In addition to her regular duties 
—cleaning, cooking, and caring 
for the family—she almost always 
serves on committees for both the 
church and community. She packs 
busy days with activities that 
help make the church stronger and 
the community a better place 
to live. 


Her special importance entitles 
her to special protection—in fact, 
requires it. The Ministers Life 
Helpmate Policy, for instance, 
provides full $2,000 coverage u 
to age 65 and then continues paid- 
up protection of $1,000 for the re- 
mainder of her life. A double in- 
demnity benefit doubles coverage 
in the event of accidental death 
before age 70. The policy also 
builds loan values, so useful in 
emergencies. 


With her Helpmate policy, the 
minister’s wife contributes her 
share to family protection. As 
Ministers Life &. discovered in 
years of service to the clergy, the 
greater responsibility of a min- 
ister’s wife requires a special policy 
that will fit into a minister's 
limited budget. 
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Disciplines Of Preaching 
Sermon Writing -Tough Task 


And when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were with one ac- 
cord in one place. And suddenly 
there came a sound from Heaven, 
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 


he Holy Spirit came not to that 

early Pentecostal group by wishful 
thinking. Those early Christians earned 
Him. By nine o'clock (according to 
Peter's defense) they were not reading 
che morning newspaper in the ease of a 
big chair, nor discussing last night's 
basketball game in the corner drugstore, 
neither were they hanging over their 
neighbor's fence in a chatty mood. At 
that early hour (as a result of previous 
preparation and planning) they were in 
their best spiritual stride. They had 
arisen in the early morning hours. The 
arms of Morpheus held no lure for 
them. They gave the Holy Spirit a 
chance to work in their lives. Blessed is 
that minister who early each morning 
gives this divine power an expression 
that he may stand before his people pre- 
pared. He who waits until Sunday eleven 
A.M. to hear His voice may hear only 
the words, “Preacher, you're lazy.” 


Fred Eastman, noted religious drama- 
tist and biographer, declares that the 
average minister does not begin his 
sermons until Thursday or Friday of 
each week. Are we a lazy lot basking 
in our privileged ordination to preach 
the good news but regarding that holy 
call as a mere week-end task only? Did 
we in those halcyon seminary days 
dream of becoming great preachers? 
Now the disciplines have proved too 
demanding. With the passing of the 
years how easy to let the vision of great 
preaching dwindle into a weekly, irk- 
some duty. 

I was quizzing my daughter on Bibli- 
cal characters. Finally I came to Matt- 
"Who was Matthew?” 
know, but | 


hew 
‘l don't 
Stephen was”. 


know who 


*First Congregational Church, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 
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Fred E. Luchs* 


“Who was he?” 

“A preacher.” 

“What happened to him?” 

“He was stoned to death.” 

“Why?” 

She paused to put her memory into 
high gear, and then came forth with, 
‘Because his sermons weren't any good.” 

Every Sunday morning we face a 
friendly audience of people who love 
us. Better it were for us, if a few per- 
sons came with stones in their pockets, 
with bottles in hand, or with tomatoes 
in a sack. Such threats might discipline 
us. Contrast our good fortune with that 
of the 17th Century court preacher 
whom we find in “Forever Amber.” 


“The King invariably went to 
sleep, sitting bolt upright and 
facing the pulpit, as soon as the 
subject of the sermon had been 
announced. The Maids of Honour 
whispered among themselves, 
waved their fans at the men below, 
giggled and tried on one another's 
jewelry and ribbons. The gallants 
craned their necks back up at the 
ladies’ gallery and compared notes 
on the previous night's activities 
or pointed out the pretty women 
present. The politicians leaned 
their heads together and mur- 
mured in undertones, keeping 
their eyes ahead as though no one 
could guess what they were doing. 
Most of the older ladies and gentle- 
men, relics of the Court of the 
first Charles, sat soberly in their 
pews and listened with satisfaction 
to the warnings repeatedly given 
by the pulpit of a careless age: but 
even their good intentions often 
ended in noisy snores”’. 


The actors playing on Broadway, the 
musicians standing on the stage in Car- 
negie Hall know they have a second 
audience to face next day—the audience 
which reads the morning newspaper 
(Unfortunately, we have no such group 
to face.) Imagine the poor preacher 
stretched out on these torturous racks. 

King Lear—He played the King as 


though someone had led the ace. 
—Eugene Field (Boston Globe) 


Tank-town performance of Uncle 
Tom's Cabin—The dogs were 
poorly supported by the cast.— 
Don Herold. 


When Mr. Wilbur calls his play 
Halfway to Hell, he underesti- 
mates the distance.—Brooks At- 
kinson (N. Y. Times) 


John Steinbeck reviewed Cecil B. 
De Mille’s great movie excess 
Samson and Delilah, in a single 
line: “Saw the movie. Loved the 
book.” 


Suppose next Monday morning you 
would pick up the news-paper and read 


of your sermon. 


“Sunday's sermon at the United 
Presbyterian Church was entitled, 
“Much ado about nothing.’ It was.” 
“The Methodist parson’s sermon 
was entitled, ‘Ezekiel’s Dry Bones.’ 
So was the sermon”. 

“The minister preached last Sun- 
day on ‘Empty Pews.’ They should 
have been.” 

“Yesterday Parson Brown 
preached a mighty and ‘aweful’ 
sermon—more awful than 
mighty.” 

“Preacher Smith chose as his sub- 
ject Sunday morning ‘Satan.’ 
Satan won.” 


Look at this cartoon from a popular 
weekly showing a sweet young thing 
walking out of church past the preacher 
saying, “Your sermon this morning, 
Parson, on ‘Being Truthful’ was 
terrible.” 

Since our audience comes to church 
empty-handed and newspaper editors 
are restrained by conscience and pro- 
priety not to attack us, we can expect 
no such criticism or help. We may take 
no warning from the droves who wor- 
ship in bed and through nature. We 
ascribe their absence to indifference and 
to the demons of secularism. That the 
holy spirit was never given a chance to 
work on our sermon might not occur 
tO us. 

Every morning might be a Pentecost 
for us if we were willing to let that 
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Divine Guide arouse us from slumbers 
and compel us to sit long hours at our 
desks. He must be our constant com- 
panion, for sermon writing is a tough 
task. 


They say you took seven years to 
write one poem 
Laboring over every line as a 
telescope-maker 

Works over a crystal. 

Well, what good did it do you? 

Cut off from your fellows, 

Your thoughts interned in your 
graveyard. 

You finally became so much a part 
of your poem, 

That children of today keep asking 

“Who wrote Gray's Elegy?” 

Why polish a phrase? 

Why search for a rhyme? 

Poor Thomas Grey! 


Do you remember the Lindbergh 
kidnapping? Terrified by threats, the 
Lindberghs made a secret decision to 
leave America and go to England. The 
New York Times got the exclusive story 
with the provision that the story was 
not to break until the Lindberghs were 
at sea. Lindbergh gave the story to his 
friend Deac 
Saturday 

On Monday morning America would 
be startled to read the story on the front 
page of the Times. Ar 2:00 Sunday 
afternoon, Deac Lyman came his desk 
Other reporters did not know what he 
was banging out on his typewriter. If 
they had been watching, they would 
have observed that Deac was having 
trouble with his lead. He kept whipping 
out one sheet of paper after another and 
tearing them up. At 2:00, he started, 
Finally he got his lead right at 7:00— 
five That's the way men 
win Pulitzer prizes or write great 
sermons 

Harrison Smith writes of Sinclair 
Lewis in the Saturday Review 


Lyman, the reporter, on 


hours later 


He went to bed early and rose 
early and slept again before night- 
fall; that he was at other times at 
work. I knew the incredibly de- 
tailed plans he drew up for each 
book, how thoroughly he explored 
the life, the streets and houses, the 
background and ancestry of his 
characters. 


article on Jimmy 


A popular 
Durante tells us 


Jimmy works hard at cast re- 
hearsals, frequently rehearses alone 
with Buffano in his hotel room 
until 3 a.m. “Nobody realizes,” 
Jimmy says, “that I woik 18 hours 

(please turn to page 16) 
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in any size room...with the 


AO Spencer GK Delineascope! 
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Scholarships In Honor 
and In Memory 


William S. Hockman’ 


| ana year there is something new in 

our college scholarship program. 
This year there was money for one $100 
scholarship in honor of certain physi- 
cians of the community, and funds for 
two $300 scholarships honoring the as- 
sistant to the minister who was retiring 
from the staff of the church after many 
years of distinguished service. 

Of course there were the contribu- 
tions to the fund by scores of people 
who preferred to honor the beloved 
dead by helping the living, who wanted 
to invest in young people rather than in 
flowers. And there were other gifts 
honoring the living. Suppose Mrs. J. 
has just about everything, what is her 
dear and intimate friend to give her on 
the occasion of a birthday or an anni- 
versary? Our scholarship committee 
found the answer to that. She can send 
a contribution to the scholarship fund 
of the church and Mrs. J. will immedi- 
ately get through the mails a beautifully 
printed card saying that Mrs. B. made a 
contribution to the college scholarship 
fund in her honor. The donor also re- 
ceives a card acknowledging her gift. 

Thus across the year our fund grows, 
and by the time the scholarship commit- 
tee sits down some evening the very 
first of June to go over the applications 
of the young people of the church and 
make the awards, the fund may have 
grown to a rather handsome sum. At 
least we think it is. For years there was 
only the $200 scholarship earned by 
funds left in trust by a former minister 
of the church. Now “living funds” are 
bringing in nine times that amount. 

For many years we gave this one 
scholarship. At times there were no ap- 
plicants, and the funds accumulated. 
Then the minister and the high school 
principal, a member of the church, 
would award the two $100 scholarships. 

This June the committee awarded ten 
scholarships: three for $300 each, two 
for $200 each, and five for $100 each, 
or $1800 in total, with a small balance 
being left in the fund. 

*Director of Christian Education, First 


Presbyterian Church, Glens Falls, New 
York. 
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Card sent acknowledging a 
gift to The Scholarship Fund. 


It is interesting to see that each year 
some member of the committee pro- 
poses that a considerable sum be held 
over as a “nest egg” for next year. They 
explain that this may have been an ex- 
ceptional year and that we ought to 
“play it safe.” Then some member 
quickly reminds him that this money 
was given to be spent, to be invested in 
young people, and not to be hoarded 
under any circumstances. After a few 
pros and cons the committee then votes, 
as it has every year for the last five, to 
award all the funds. 

Sometimes this part of the agenda 
gets quite solemn but not without some 
humor. One year a prominent member 
of the church had died. Being an elder 
for many years, and a judge in the courts 
of the county and state for almost as 
many, the fund received many gifts in 
his honor. Many of his friends sensed 
that his funeral would not lack flowers 
and sent money to the fund instead of 
sending flowers to a funeral home al- 
ready overflowing with floral tokens of 
love and esteem. One member of the 
committee, stating the case for hoarding 
a little of the fund, said: “You know, 
the Judge was very prominent. No one 
like him may die this year.” The chair- 
man brought his committee back to 
reality with the remark, “We must leave 
that to the Lord!” 

The first year the committee had an 
application from a young woman who 
had received a scholarship the year be- 
fore, it had a hassle. She was needy, am- 
bitious, and a good student. The issue 
was clear-cut after a few minutes, and 
the committee voted to receive her ap- 


plication. She was awarded a scholarship 
on the principle that the donors of the 
funds would be as interested in seeing a 
proven student stay in college as a 
promising student get there. This year 
we had more applications from in- 
college young people than from high 
school graduates. 

Another problem troubles each com- 
mittee: Are our scholarships big enough 
to really help? Some always say, “No”. 
Others point out that our scholarships 
are not of a substantial character but are 
‘recognition and encouragement scholar- 
ships —a phrase coined by a fine layman 
who helped the first and second years 
to nail down some solid tracks of prin- 
ciple for the Committee to run on. It 
was a letter from one of the young men 
that threw this principle into sharp 
relief. He wrote: 


“Thanks for the Scholarship. 
This $100 means more to me 
than just the dollars represen- 
ted. They are important, of 
course. But what I really want 
to thank the Committee for is 
the recognition and encourage- 
ment it has given me. It 
thought enough of me to en- 
courage me when others were 
not. When I was discouraged, 
here came the letter. I said to 
myself, ‘If the church has that 
much faith in me, why should 
I sell myself short?’ So here I 
am getting started in my prep- 
aration to be a public school 
teacher. Thanks again for your 
recognition and encourage- 
ment, and of course for the 
check.” 


There have been other letters. Sub- 
stantial aid to good and promising stu- 
dents must come from some other 
source. Ours will be the recognition and 
encouragement which any church ought 
to be happy to give young people. 

We get many letters asking how our 
program works and who composes the 
college scholarship committee. It all 
started like many things in the church 
—with several concerned people. As the 
Director of Christian Education I 
thought this was one of my areas, and 
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invited several concerned people to sit 
down and talk over some ideas. Right 
away the idea of contributions to a 
scholarship fund, in lieu of flowers, by 
the friends of the deceased came to the 
fore. We were certain the family and 
intimate friends would supply plenty 
of flowers. Flower-less funerals was not 
our intention. What we had in mind 
was showing respect and love by friends 
and associates by a gift to some cause in 
which the deceased would most certainly 
have been deeply interested 

Then a new factor was presented by 
one of the women: “We often like to 
remember the birthdays and anniver- 
saries of our friends when they occur 
When they have just about everything 
that is needful, what can we give: what 
can we do.” Then she gave us the answer 
to her question: “I propose that we in- 
vite all such people of the church to 
contribute to the college scholarship 
fund in honor of their friends.” New 
idea, and a wonderful one! 

Implementing this was not difficult 
Cards were printed, and envelopes to 
match were provided and placed in the 
Financial Secretary's office. When a gift 
comes in, she mails one card to the 
donor, and another to the person in 
whose honor the gift has been made 
And these gifts run all the way from 
$5 to $50. Thus, the idea itself has a 
built-in pollination scheme and keeps 
growing. How delighted people are to 
receive these cards! How different from 
semi-embarrassed person who stammers, 
‘Oh, it wasn't much but I hope you can 
use it; if not, give it to the next white 
elephant sale.” 

This little trinity of concerned people 
wanted to get the committee organized 
on solid footing. How could this be 
done? First, it would have to be a 
special committee. We could see no 
other way. Next, we felt strongly that 
some members should come from thos« 
who worked with the young people 
This would mean that applicants would 
be known as a person to at least some 
members of the committee, an important 
consideration in any large church. Again, 
we thought one of the official boards 
should be officially tied-in. Logically, 
this would be the Board of Christian 
Education. Lastly, how could we get a 
close-up view of these young people in 
the academic world of the high school? 
We would designate the principal of 
the high school as a member 

This gives us a Committee composed 
of the principal of the high school de- 
partment of the church school, one of 
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the adult advisors to the Sunday eve- 
ning fellowship, the chairman of the 
board of Christian education, with the 
director of education, the pastor and as- 
sistant pastor as exofficio members. This 
gives both continuity and gradual 
change in the personnel of the com- 
mittee, a very important consideration. 

Toward the end of the academic year 
the high school principal knows both 
how seniors stand in their class and what 
secular scholarships have been or are 
likely to be awarded. This is valuable in- 
formation for our Committee, and we 
meet at least three weeks before Bac- 
calaureate Sunday in our church. This is 
always the Sunday before the high 
school graduation exercises 

Over five years we have garnered 
many insights. We never publish a list 
of those who have made applications to 
the committee, nor say how many appli- 
cants there have been. Thus there is no 
embarrassment for either young people 
or their families when the awards are 
made in the church on Baccalaureate 
Sunday or appear in the local newspaper 
the following week. This year for the 
first time we sent immediately after the 
meeting letters to applicants who did 
not receive scholarships. This took them 
off the hook, for we make no announce- 
ment of winners before Baccalaureate 
Sunday. Of course, each successful appli- 
cant gets a letter stating that he has re- 
ceived a scholarship but the amount is 
not given. 

The first committee in 1955 had to 
hammer out the criteria to be applied 


There were those who said there was 
nothing to it: Just pick those with the 
best grades. This did not seem fair or 
fundamental to other members of the 
committee. It was a plant manager, and 
a teacher of youth in the church school, 
who insisted that as a church we had no 
right to over-weight this factor. He 
wanted activity and interest in the 
church as one criteria. He proposed a 
second, vocational interest and Christian 
motivation. He felt that research in 
higher mathematics was less important 
for our committee than social work or 
the Christian ministry. To equate these 
might be proper for other scholarship 
committees—of the Rotary Club, or 
Zonta, or the Board of Regents, but the 
church, as the beloved community of 
Christ, he insisted was different. And 
his eloquent plea prevailed, and aca- 
demic ability came out as third in a list 
of five criteria. First is membership and 
activity in the church. Next is financial 
need. After that is academic capacity. 
Fourth is vocational interest, and fifth 
is basic human potential. Discussed at 
length each year, and with an occasional 
new priority, these criteria have guided 
each committee during the past five 
years. 

In 1959 it became obvious to the 
committee, as it looked over the appli- 
cations preliminarily, that on the criteria 
of financial need it would be flying 
blind. Ir had no data on family incomes 
The pastor was embarrassed when he 
was asked if he could place these fami- 
lies in certain salary brackets. He said 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Palenske of the First Congregational Church of Saint Joseph, 
Michigan have set up “the Fred and Maud Palenske Theological Scholarship Fund" 
for the benefit of students from their church. The fund, of substantial size, provides 
a generous income to be given by the Trustees of the church as they see fit, to 


youth preparing for church fields. 
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if he were willing, it would be plain 
guessing. 

Whar to do? This was a very sensitive 
area in the life of people we all knew, 
and we did not want to hurt the scholar- 
ship fund program. Finally, it was de- 
cided that the families would be asked 
to place themselves in a salary bracket 
scale. The Director of Education, with 
instructions, was to write the letters. 

The letter explained that ‘financial 
need’ would undoubtedly again be one 
of the criteria to be applied by the com- 
mittee to the applicants, and would they 
mind indicating which salary gross in- 
come bracket their family was in. We 
explained that this data would be of 
great assistance to the committee, and 
that it would be confidentially held for 
the meeting and be destroyed immedi- 
ately at the close of the meeting, and 
there would be no record of the data 
left in the minutes. 

Within a week all our replies were in, 
and we have had only one adverse com- 
ment in the two years. It was “Don’t 
try to play God; just put numbers in a 
hat and draw them out.” To this father 
we wrote that we hoped that God would 
have something to do with the awarding 
of scholarships, and we trusted that he 
would make His influence felt through 
our cerebrum and our hearts. Thus, we 
got through the deep waters every one 
feared so much. And this year two par- 
ents of applicants expressed to the com- 
mittee their appreciation of having 
families indicate gross income. 

How do we promote this program? 
In many ways. Making the awards on 
Baccalaureate Sunday is helpful. The at- 
tendance is good. Many young people 
and their families are there. Young men 
usher; young women act as Narthex 
Hostesses. We take a professional photo 
of the ‘winners’ right after the service. 
The coffee hour honors them that day. 
The person to present the awards is 
elected by the scholarship committee 
He prepares carefully a fine statement 
which sets forth where the money came 
from, who the committee is, and what 
criteria were used in considering appli- 
cations. All this is educative and pro- 
motional. 

Again, we keep this program alive all 
through the year by announcements in 
the Sunday bulletin from time to time 
—that any senior may apply; that appli- 
cations are coming in; that all applica- 
tions must be in by a certain date 

And from time to time we announce 
how the fund is growing. When a long- 
time staff member retired this year, the 


Session appointed a committee to re- 
ceive gifts toward a purse for her and 
arrange a reception. When she got word 
of this activity she declined the purse 
and asked that all her friends, if they 
wished to honor her, give to the college 
scholarship fund. The committee re- 
ceived more than $600 in a few weeks 

Naturally, the newspapers are inter- 
ested and give space to what is news- 
worthy about our program, including 
photographs of the young people and 
stories about their college plans. 

A sub-committee is now at work on 
three projects: revising the application 
form used by the young people; revising 
the family income questionnaire; and 
formulating plans for the more ade- 
quate year-round publicity and informa- 
tion on our college scholarship fund and 
program. Already after five years an 
important part of our parish program, 
we feel that our fund has a bright 
future. 


— CM — 


SERMON WRITING— 
(continued from page 13) 


a day for a solid mont’ t'make that 
TV hour look like it’s never been 
rehoised.” 


In a letter to the writer Roy L. Smith 
one of the Protestants “greats” ( for many 
years editor of the Methodist Christian 
Advocate wrote. 


Years ago an old man called my 
attention to a very important fact. 
He insisted that I should study 
words carefully in order to make 
exact use of them and for twenty- 
five years I spent an average of 
thirty minutes every day writing 
epigrams. I wrote them with the 
utmost care so as to make sure that 
when I had my sentence com- 
pleted, it expressed exactly what I 
wanted to say and in the most 
graphic possible language but | 
worked on that thing for twenty- 
five years and did it as a regular 
chore. 


Robert Sherwood, famous playwright 
and Pulitzer Prize Winner writes of 
President F. D. Roosevelt's speeches. 


The work that was put in on these 
speeches was prodigious, for 
Roosevelt with his acute sense of 
history knew that all of those 
words would constitute the bulk of 
the estate that he would leave to 
posterity and that his ultimate 
measurement would depend on the 
reconciliation of what he said with 
what he did. Therefore, utmost 
importance was attached tv his 
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public utterances and utmost care 
exercised in their preparation. The 
important speeches sometimes re- 
quired a week or more of hard 
labor, with a considerable amount 
of planning before the intensive 
work started. I don’t know what 
was the record number of distinct 
drafts of a single speech but it 
must have been well over twelve, 
and in the final draft there might 
not be one sentence that had sur- 
vived from the first draft. 


Are the children of the world better 
disciplined than the children of light? 
Many writers seem to themselves to be 
taking dictation. “I listen to the voices,” 
Faulkner once said, “And when I've put 
down what the voices say, it’s right. I 
don’t always like what they say, bur I 
don’t try to change it.” 

Mauriac tells the interviewer, “During 
a creative period I write every day; a 
novel should not be interrupted. When | 
cease to be carried along, when I no 
longer feel as though I were taking 
down dictation I stop.” Listening as they 
do to an inner voice that speaks or falls 
silent as if by caprice, many writers 
from the beginning have personified the 
voice as a benign voice they hear only 
when under discipline. If you told these 
worldly writers they wrote under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, they would 
label your statement false. Probably it is 
Burt these God and 
themselves the chance to work at full 
expression by their disciplines. We, too, 
will give God (the Holy Spirit) an 
improved chance to work in our lives if 
we spend more time in our study on 
that Sunday morning project. If we 
doodle, daddle, and diddle at our desks, 


authors do give 


or around the house each weekday 
morning we shall enter our pulpits 
without the blessing of the Holy Spirit 

And now to your pulpit two preach 
Preach without hesitancy, the gospel of 
Jesus, which will be true twenty-five 
years from now when our popular psy- 
chology books will be bought for a 
penny in hand stores. Preach 
without hesitancy, the gospel of Jesus, 
which will be true fifty years from now 
when modern history books will be 
gathering dust on library shelves. Preach 


second 


without hesitancy the gospel of Jesus, | 


which will be true a hundred years from 


now when today's vaunted science books 
will be found decaying in trash heaps. | 
Preach with the mantle of the Holy 
Spirit about your shoulders, a cloak 
which you richly deserve, because you 
have undergone the disciplines of 
preaching | 


Church Management: May 1961 


>_ 
y/ ~~ 


~ Clarke._- 
\nationw ide. 
service, 


... another reason why Clarke 
floor machines are preferred 


TYPICAL SERVICE FACILITIES OF A CLARKE BRANCH 


-— 


Chicago Sales and Service Branch has large In parts and accessories department, orders 
main office and display area, is staffed by are put up, packaged and shipped without 
experienced sales and service personne! Gelay 


iM 


Machines are thoroughly mspected and 
tested before going to shipping department 
for quick delivery 


to ee ls ee ee 
eration of Clarke machines, who take metic 
wlows care te assure like-new performance 


You know from experience that cleaning costs skyrocket the minute a 
floor machine goes out of service. That's why fast, dependable repair, 
parts and accessory service plays such an important role in keeping your 
cleaning costs down. 

Because service is so important, Clarke maintains a nationwide net- 
work of factory owned sales and service branches one right near you. 
Like Clarke’s Chicago office, each branch is efficiently organized, staffed 
with experts and completely stocked with factory parts and accessories. 
The strategic location of Clarke branches in every section of the country 
assures immediate service and fast delivery of parts, accessories and new 
equipment. 

Only Clarke offers such extensive, company-owned facilities ready to 
provide complete service on all machines service that keeps your 
machines operating at top efficiency for most effective cleaning at 
minimum cost. 

Ask your Clarke distributor about it. He'll be glad to explain in detail 
what Clarke service means to you in terms of better, more economical 
cleaning. 


Clarke 


FLOOR MACHINE COMPANY 


DIVISION OF STUDEBAKER-PACKARD CORPORATION 


THE BEST KNOWN NAME IN FLOOR MACHINES 


235 E. Clay Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan 
Authorized Sales Representatives and Service Branches in Principal Cities 


DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA: G. H. Wood & Co. Limited, Box 34, Toronto 18, Ont, 


17 





How Capitol Drive Lutheran Church Builds Attendance With... 


The Vacation Bible School 


f your church finds it necessary to 

suspend Sunday school during July 
and August, use that time to good 
advantage 

Milwaukee's Capitol Drive Lutheran 
Church does this. But without going 
into the pros and cons of the suspension, 
Elmer Rathke, superintendent of the 
Sunday school, tells how he uses the 
two months of “vacation” to make one 
of Milwaukee's largest Missouri Synod 
Sunday schools grow larger. The Capitol 
Drive Sunday school has 590 pupils. 

Rathke, chief architect for the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration in Mil- 
waukee, believes that June, July, and 
August are excellent months for laying 
the Sunday school foundation: for the 
next vear because 

1. Late in July and in August, just be- 
the fall term you catch 
children and adults on rebound 
from their summer respite. Many 
have had their vacation and they are 
looking forward hopefully to an active 
year. It is an ideal time to approach 
mothers and fathers to become church 
school teachers and to remind children 


fore opens, 


the 


tO register. 

2. You have a chance to let your vaca- 
tion Bible school work for you—to 
bring in unchurched children and do its 
usual mission work to the neighborhood. 

3. In using your vacation Bible school 
you stimulate your best recruiters—the 
children Usually, the 
younger the children, the harder they 
will work to bring their neighborhood 
and day school friends to the vacation 
Bible school at the end of June and to 
the church school in September. Young 
children “gain status” when they receive 


themselves 


their awards for “mission work.” 


Planning Time Table 
End of March—A vacation Bible 
school superintendent must be ap- 
pointed. Rathke and his staff start lining 
up daily vacation Bible school teachers. 
They don’t wait until June, when the 
school is about to open. Parents have 


*Religion Department, “The Milwaukee 
Sentinel,"’ Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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their vacation plans all set, and you can- 
not expect them to change. 

April and May—Continue to line up 
vacation Bible school teachers from the 
regular Sunday school staff and through 
personal contacts with parents and other 
members. 

June—Begin promoting the vacation 
Bible school. Prepare, distribute, and col- 
lect the teacher information cards in 
which they indicate whether they will 
return to the Sunday school staff in 
September. During the vacation Bible 
school encourage pupils to bring friends 
to the church school in the fall. 

July—Continue to plan for the Sun- 
day school opening, the first Sunday 
after Labor Day. Teachers must be 
engaged and visitation planned to pro- 
spective teachers. Programs must be 
planned for the various age groups, ma- 
terials ordered, equipment checked, etc. 

August—Continue teacher and pupil 
visitation. Sunday school secretary sends 
out promotional mailings. 

September—Church school opens on 
Rally Day. Teachers and pupils have 
been assigned to classes. Everything 
must be ready for regular operation five 
minutes after the bell rings. 


Procedure—or Following the 
Time Table 
Recruitment of teachers at Capitol 
Drive’s church school sometimes begins 
with the pastor, John H. Baumgaertner. 
As he interviews new church members, 
he notes which are potential teachers— 
those with church school or day school 
teaching experience, those with religious 
background, and those who possess 
patience and ability to appeal to chil- 
dren. The pastor passes this data on to 

the church school superintendent. 

The vacation Bible school needs at 
least thirty-five teachers for the usual 
250 pupils enrolled. These will be the 
especially devoted adults who are so con- 
vinced of the value of the vacation 
Bible school that they will postpone 
their breathing spell from teaching at 
least two weeks. 

Says Rathke: “The vacation Bible 
school offers a wonderful opportunity to 


bring the gospel of grace and salvation 
to unchurched children and for the 
furtherance of Christian 
vitally important today. 


education so 


“But it is also a great mission project 
to the immediate neighborhood, and 
automatically advertises the church 
school.” 

Rathke remembers many a parent 
who has said, after the child finished an 
especially fascinating project, with a 
personable teacher, “They have such a 
fine program and teachers 
over at that church. Maybe Johnny 
ought to go to the Sunday school.’ 


such nice 


He remembers, too, how a child with- 
out Sunday school experience has dis- 
covered some friend, activity, or teacher 
that particularly appeals to him. The lad 
finds himself enrolled in the church 
school in September. 

The vacation school is promoted at 
least a month in advance through 
posters, pulpit announcements, bulletins, 
and by the children themselves. About 
two weeks before it opens, Capirol 
Drive Sunday school stresses the vaca- 
tion Bible school in a “Mission Sunday.” 

“There we impress upon the children 
what a wonderful chance they have to 
learn more about their Savior and his 
great love for children by studying his 
Word during vacation, and also to serve 
him and show that love by bringing 
another boy or girl to the school during 
the summer, and also bringing other 
children to the church school,” says 
Rathke. 

Small awards go to the children most 
faithful in attendance and also to the 
child who brings one or more friends 
to the vacation Bible school. 

After the vacation school lets out, the 
active church school work ceases for 
everyone but Rathke. He examines the 
teachers’ reregistration cards to deter- 
mine how many teachers, division 
leaders, and aides he will need by the 
first Sunday after Labor Day. A staff of 
about seventy workers is required. He 
must prepare for visitation to prospec- 
tive teachers and pupils. He will do 
most of this himself, assisted by the 
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Capitol Drive children enjoy Vacation School. 


and the pastor 


Sunday school secretary 
He will probably have to find replace 
ments for one-third of the teaching staft 
that will not return from the previous 
year 

Rathke begins his recruiting in July 
First, he gets in touch with the teachers 
whose cards have indicated they won't 
resume teaching in the fall 

Perhaps some are willing to come 
back, after resting and thinking it over 
Perhaps 


during the summer,” he says 


they have had a change of plans or 


schedule which will permit them to 


teach after all. Veteran teachers should 
not be ‘let 
more contact 

The amount of calling depends upon 


needed A 


may 


loose’ without at least one 


the persuasion prospective 


teacher,” he observes, have been 


waiting for a nudge—for someone to 


ask her to take a church school class 
This teacher can be signed up by a 
casual conversation after the church 
service or by a telephone call. This ts 
usually a prospect who has taught 
before 
‘Most 
longer visits. The prospect who we 


think could handle a class well, but who 


teachers, however, will need 


is unfamiliar with the work or is hesi- 
tant about her own competence, usually 
requires a call from one of the visitors 
She 
good training and that a real need 


must be convinced she will receive 


exists.” 

From their knowledge of the 
tential teachers, Rathke and the pastor 
must be able to gauge how much “con- 
vincing” a prospect will need 

“We don't do too much selling,” 


po- 
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have 


The 


the desire, see the 


Rathke adds prospect must 


need and the op 
portunity herself, or she will not make a 
good teacher. The teaching of God's 
Word must be considered a privilege 
Capitol Drive Church trains teachers 
twice a month in special sessions from 
September to June. A member of the 
pastoral staff is usually assigned to this 


work. New 


understudy and subszitute 


teachers also 


tor the 


important 
more 
expe rienced teachers 


If these methods still leave a teacher 
shortage, the pastor makes an announce 
ment from the pulpit in August, and 
places notices in the bulletin. This, too, 
provides the nudge for the unsolicited 
prospect 

Pupil recruitment also begins in 
August, with church school reregistra 
tion. By this time cards have been sent 
out to the pupils, with the church's re 
the card 


turn address It 


doesn't come back, Rathke and his 


registration 


visitors get in touch with the family 

Maybe 
joined another church, or are dropping 
They 


they have moved or have 


out for some other reason should 


be checked anyway 


Last year we made thirty-five con 
tacts among the pupils themselves. Many 
of them would have returned, inasmuch 
as they had simply forgotten to send in 
Some of 


called on them. All of 


their cards them were won 


back 


them felt more loyal to know our church 


when we 


school was concerned about them.’ 
With both teachers and pupils lined 
up, the staff meeting is then called to 
distribute 
rededication on the 


classes and materials 


Day 


assign 


Rally 


means 


part of the whole church. The 


preaches on Christian education, and 


pastor 


another church year begins 


Results 
Our church school has 


1 


Says Rathke 


grown yearly at the rate of about sixty 
pupils. We now have about 600 pupils, 
not counting adults, and a staff of 
teachers and aides 


Bible 
any pupils. One of our chil 


Seventy 


The vacation school has con 


tributed 


dren has brought a new church school 


three years in a row trom the 


acation Bible school. Sometimes a child 
bring more than one 


Through the summer contacts we 


have recruited from fifteen to twenty 


achers whom, I am sure, we could not 


ob:ained had we waited until the 


have picked the right 


ones. too, for so many of our teachers 


rell us they have learned more about the 


Bible in one year of Sunday school 


than ever before. They con 


sider teaching a God-given privilege 


a 
s 


A Pastor’s Prayer 


Down through the bogs of 
Discouragement, 

On the wonderful highway of Fame, 

Through the blinding mists of 
Poverty, 

When you're tempted to curse at 
His name. 


On the lone, stark road of Prophecy 
When your good friends are hard 
to be seen; 
On the pleasant path of Attainment 
Where the meadows are lovely 
and green. 


‘Cross the barren wastes of Apathy 

Where none but your wife seems 
to care; 

Through the thrilling land of Eager 
Response 

When Pride takes the place of 
Despair. 


Christ, teach us to travel your 
highway 


For we know that you laid out the 


road; 
And you travel today right beside us; 
Please help us, O Christ, with this 
load! 


Graham R. Hodges 
Watertown, New York 
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Funeral Address 
For A Teacher 


Alan J. 


[° the last few days as I have been 

anticipating our moments together 
here this afternoon, there has come to 
my mind an incident in a book that | 
read several years ago. In this book, en- 
titled So Long As We Love, the story 
revolves around a minister in a small 
New England town and his involvement 
with the people and the landscape of 
the surrounding countryside. Directly in 
view of his study window rises a 
mountain and on top of the mountain 
are several great pine trees, silhouetted 
against the sky. Peter Goulding, the 
minister, look upon those 
great trees almost as personal friends 
They represent strength and_ stability 
in a world that is otherwise always 
changing. When he grows discouraged 
and needs that there are 
values in the world worth striving for, 
he sees the pine trees standing there 
majestically over the valley, as a symbol 
of a strong spirit. 

One morning after a sudden storm 
had thrashed through the valley during 
the night, he pulled back the curtains 
and as he looked to the mountain he 
discovered a great void in the horizon 
where one of the great trees had been 
And it 





comes to 


assurance 


standing just the day before 
moved him deeply to think that such a 
tower of strength had finally been struck 
down by the elements. There was no 
question but what it left a place vacant 
in his horizon 

As he pondered the meaning of the 
fallen tree, he realized how in the past it 
had helped shape the contours of the 
mountainside, and even now, with other 
trees already rising to take its place, the 
influence of that tree on the valley 
would not be undone. Later that day he 
climbed the mountain, stood beside the 
fallen pine, and thanked God for a 
world so ordered and so planned, with 
all of life so intertwined and dependent 
upon all the rest of life, that the falling 
of one affects the lives of others, and 
that from such understanding comes the 
assurance that no life is lived in vain. 
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Now, in so many and varied ways the 
life of . has 
touched our own, as father, neighbor, 
friend, collegue, teacher. In his own dis- 
tinctive way he has been a tower of 
strength against the horizon. Now he, as 
we have known him, is gone. There is 
a vacant place left by his passing, but 
we praise the name of God that we have 
had him with us as long as we have. 

Each of us, of course, has memories 
of how this departed life has touched 
our own. To so many of us it is as a 
teacher and friend that we will remem- 
ber best our associations with him. 

I know that in recent years one of his 
greatest sources of satisfaction has come 
from keeping in touch with the careers 
of his former students. It's a great thing, 
I think, when a person toward the end 
of life can look back upon so many years 
of influence in the lives of so many. 
Surely God in so many ways reaches his 
people through the lives of good 
teachers. And for them, and especially 
this one, we are eternally grateful. 

So, what we are doing now is stand- 
ing at the end of an earthly life and we 
can look back upon it from the vantage 
point of its ending and we are thankful 
for such a one as this. Yet at the same 
time we know that this is not the final 
truth. We think of the words of the 
eternal Christ when he says: I am the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end. This is a time of endings and 
beginnings, of death and immortality 
The final truth that find in our 
Christian faith is that our human ending 
is God's beginning. The end may come 
to this earthly life, as it does to all of us, 
and the loved ones and friends and doc- 
tors and others who care may do all that 
can be done. Then it is that we realize 
there is still the One who can do for us 
and for our loved ones more than we 
can even imagine. The God who made 
us, and cared for us, who led us in the 
past through good days and bad, cannot 
and does not forget us or fail us when 
we move on into the unknown future 
And in this faith we discover the trust 
and confidence that comes from know- 
ing that nothing—certainly not death, 
as St. Paul reminds us—nothing can 
separate us from his love and care. 


we 
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Superior 
Seating 
...sensitive to Church Design 


Uncluttered lines in Superior Seating augment the contemporary mood of the archi- 
tecture in this inspiring church in Raleigh, North Carolina. 


This same sensitivity to the spirit of the church design is reflected in the more 
than 10,000 Southern Desk installations throughout the land. We're equally proud 
of our heritage of craftsmanship, older than half century. 


For the full story of Southern Desk seating, let us send you a brochure with 
installations in color and complete construction details. 


Southern 
Desk 
Company 


Hickory, North Carolina 


Milner Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

F. Carter Williams, A1.A 

Raleigh, North Care lina 





Church Construction Tops 
One Billion Dollars a Year 


or the first time in history, church 
construction in the United States 
topped one billion dollars last year, the 
United States Census Bureau has of- 
ficially reported 
Sailing right past that landmark, it is 
headed for an even higher record this 
year, in the opinion of economists in the 
Construction Industry Division of the 
United States Department of Commerce 
The amount of construction devoted 
to religious edifices and their attached 
educational and social wings during 
1960 1s 
$1.045,000,000 


estimated at 
official 


tentatively 
The 


ment forecast estimates that it will in- 


govern- 


crease another three percent this year 
and reach $1,075,000,000 

The government economists, however, 
have been consistently underestimating 
the church boom, and it 
may well reach the near vicinity of one 
and one-quarter billion dollars in 1961 
They had predicted it would reach one 
billion dollars in 1960, but it went at 
$45,000,000 beyond that, accord- 


construction 


least 
Ing to revised estimates 

The significance of these statistics be 
comes apparent when we realize the fact 
that it was only in 1954, just six short 
years ago, that church construction 
reached one-half billion dollars for the 
first time. And it was in 1948, just six 
years before that, that church construc- 
tion reached $250,000,000 for the first 
time since collection of such statistics 
began in 1930 

In other words, church construction 
last six years, as it 
that, 


has doubled in the 


doubled in the six years before 
and the boom is still going forward 


Ata 


dustry 


time when the construction in- 
in the United States as a whole 
(1954-60), 
100 


yercent. The increasing price of build- 
I £ | 


) 


moved up only 20 percent 


church construction moved ahead 


ing materials and labor accounted for 
about 1.5 percent per year of the in 
crease 1n expenditures or about 10 per- 
cent for the six-year period. The remain- 


*“Church Management’’ Washington 
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ing 90 percent of the increase was 
accounted by expanded building 
programs 

Any way you look at it, a postwar era 
which has seen church construction in- 
crease from $76,000,000 in 1946 to over 
one billion dollars in 1960, and even 
more, potentially, in 1961, is impressive 

And at a time when other privately 
financed construction is showing only 
modest gains, or even economic fe- 
trenchment in some areas, church con- 
struction continues to move ahead by 
leaps and bounds, scoring consistently 
larger gains than even the most opti- 
mistic forecasts anticipated. 

What lies behind this remarkable 
boom, and why are government eco- 
nomists so confident it will continue? 

Observes Mr. Aaron Sabghir, the De- 


partment of Commerce statistician in 


charge of preparing church construc- 





How Church Construction Has 
Grown Since World War I 


Year Millions of Dollars 


1945 26 
1946 76 
1947 126 
1948 251 
1949 360 
1950 109 
1951 452 
1952 399 
1953 472 
1954 593 
1955 734 
1956 768 
1957 868 
1958 863 
1959 947 
1960 1,045 

1961 (estimated ) 1,075 

Note: The figures for 1951 and 
1952 reflect some measure of con- 
struction controls imposed by the 
Korean War. In 1958 building 
was affected slightly by impact of 
the 1957 economic recession. 











tion estimates, “We might call it the 
most conspicuous material evidence on 
the American scene of the ‘spiritual re- 
vival’ of which so many of our religious 
leaders have been speaking.” 

“It's been surprising us almost every 
month,” he confesses. 

Theologians may argue as to whether 
the “religious revival” is genuine or 
merely superficial, but there can hardly 
be any argument about the reality of the 
interest Americans are displaying in the 
expansion of their religious institutions 
when over one billion dollars, every cent 
of which represents voluntary contribu- 
t10ns, Is spent each year on new con- 
struction 

Church construction reached a record 
level of $92,000,000 per month last 
October, from which it receded a little 
in the winter months; but the figure 
will probably be surpassed in the spring 
For those who are statistically minded, 
that is $3,000,000 a day, $125,000 an 
hour, over $2,000 a minute, or about 
$34 a second. That's a lot of money 

Three major factors are behind this 
amazing boom in church construction, 
in the those government 
economists who have been studying it 

The 
ligion in American life. Church mem- 
bership has been increasing more 


rapidly than the population itself, and 


opinion of 


first is the increased role of re 


the United States population increased 
approximately one-sixth during the 
decade between 1950 and 1960. Not 
only are more Americans joining 
churches but are more generous 
in their donations. This is, in part, a 
reflection of higher individual incomes 
and the general prosperity and, in part, 
due to an increased spirit of philan- 


they 


thropy. 

A second factor is the big movement 
of city dwellers to the suburbs. Every 
time a new subdivision is started, a 
demand is created for three or four new 
churches. Furthermore, it is the observa- 
tion of the government economists that 
churches are among the first institutions 
being built. They frequently come under 
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construction before the community pro- 
vides itself with adequate schools and 
before it has adequate highways, water, 
sewers, or other public facilities. 

Several reasons are advanced for the 
boom in suburban church building. One 
unquestionably is the fact that church 
organizations have found that suburban 
church construction pays. It attracts new 
members who become contributors, and 
it enables the denomination in question 
to become established as a part of the 
new and growing community. Thus 
church building societies are ready to 
invest their funds, and bankers feel that 
mortgages to such congregations are 
good risks, while in another day church 
building societies scarcely existed and 
bankers were extremely reluctant to 
extend credit to a newly organized 
congregation. 

The churches have been very alert in 
suburban 
been 


moving ahead just as fast as suburban 


meeting the needs of new 


communities, and they have 
housing develops 

Finally, government experts say that 
tax policies have played a significant 
role in encouraging church building 
The fact that all contributions to church 
building programs are tax-deductible 
has proved a powerful incentive in 
raising the large sums of capital that 
have been required. Dollars 
church building campaigns are eighty- 


cent dollars (saving a minimum of 20 


given 


percent tax for any taxpayer making 
itemized deductions). Since suburban 
dwellers are nearly always deducting 
mortgage interest, they are deduction 
itemizers on income tax returns, and the 
tax saving has been an inducement to- 
ward more generous contributions. Be- 
quests to church building societies have 
also been increasing due to heavy in- 
heritance taxes incurred on estates that 
are not left to charity 

Thus official tax policy has played a 
role, and will continue to do so, in 
helping churches raise the capital for 
their building needs 

To a certain extent, 
add, Thorsten Veblen’s famous doctrine 
of “conspicuous consumption” has been 
playing a role in the church building 
boom. Suburban dwellers who mortgage 
themselves to buy homes in a fine look- 
ing new development are not going to 
put up a cheap church on the main 


the economists 


corner. Nor are they going to be content 
to build just the basement and wait for 
the rest later, as used to be the case in 
the depression 30's. They are not going 
to build a house of God that is less at- 
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tractive than the houses they have built 
for themselves, even if it means taking 
on, collectively, more mortgage obli- 
gations. 

And if the Presbyterians build a fine 
modern edifice on one corner, it is 
going to have an effect on the building 
plans of the Baptists on the next corner 
They won't want to put up a church 
that looks shabby by comparison. When 
Father McGinnis around with 
plans for developing a Catholic parish, 
his fund raisers are going to want to 
offer a building plan at least as attrac- 
tive as the new Protestant churches 


comes 


So the friendly competition of re- 
ligious denominations, never formalized 
but always present, and the desire for 
conspicuous Consumption,” never spe- 
cifically articulated but always there, 
have acted as powerful spurs to the erec- 
tion of large and beautiful church plants 
in the growing suburbs of American 
cities. Few are ostentatiously luxurious, 
but all are very presentable. The stimu 
lus to building committees to “plan 
large” for growing communities has 
been strong 

Another strong stimulus ts the fact 
that most suburban families have young 
children. Parents realize the need for 
religious education, for they have be- 
come very “education conscious” in the 
battle for better suburban schools. This 
carries over into the church field with 
a demand for religious education class- 
rooms. Significantly, in more than 90 
percent of the new contracts which are 
for an incomplete church plant, the re- 
ligious education wing is being built 
first, with the sanctuary to follow later 
when funds are available 

Ir used to be that churches built the 
sanctuary and let Sunday school classes 
improvise in the corners of the basement 
or behind a complexity of curtains 
Now, the 
reverse is true. Sunday school classrooms 
first, and the 
provises at worship in a basement audi 


drawn across the sanctuary 


come congregation im- 
torium with overflow worshipers listen- 
ing by loudspeakers in adjacent Sunday 
school rooms 

This means, in terms of economics, 
that since the Sunday school classrooms 
are built going to find 
larger church plants being erected; and, 


first, you are 
if built in two or three segments, they 
will be completed in a shorter span of 
years. The 
tion to get into an adequate sanctuary 
Indeed, there is a sus- 


pressure for the congrega- 
is pretty strong 
picion that church administrators are 
fully aware of this when they plan 
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laymen 
Give their 
testimony 


Here, in the annual (May-June) 
Lay Number of The 


Upper Room, men and women 


Witness 


from the four corners of the earth 
bear witness for their faith. 


Each year, in this one number, 
the preachers and pastors stand 
aside and only laymen speak. The 
meditations they contribute are 
among the most inspiring of all 
the year. 


If your church does not have a 
standing order for The Upper 
Room, please let us know imme- 
diately how many copies of the 
May-June issue you will need. 


Ten or more copies to one address, 7¢ 
per copy, postpaid. Consignment orders 
may be arranged. Individual yearly sub- 
scriptions by mail, $1; three years for 
$2. Order from 


The world’s most widely used 


daily devotional guide 


37 Editions — 31 Languages 


1908 Grand Avenue Nashville 5, Tenn. 
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The music of bells—daily reaching out 
from your tower—widens the influence 
of your church. 

With a DEAGAN CARILLON-—as with 
no other carillonic bells—your church 
stands out as unique 

Let us tell you about the carillons that 
never sound “out of tune,” always pro- 
duce bell music of majestic beauty. 


DEA GA N 
CARILLONS 


1770 WEST BERTEAU AVE. CHICAGO 13, ILL. 
DIV. OF J. C. DEAGAN, INC. 


Ppman and Neumann, Archts 


en, S.1.D., Recfor, Ryder; Stru 


Christ Church, Oyster Bay, N.Y., Rev. J. N.W 





churches with the dining hall and class- 


| rooms first. You can include this in the 


pattern of stimuli that are operating in 
the boom. 

What of the old, established down- 
town churches? They have been playing 
their role in the building boom, too. 
Although the expansion here has been 
less spectacular than among the new 
suburban locations, a very impressive 
amount of building is going on in the 
city. 

Here we have many churches that 
have outgrown their original plant. 
They are twenty to thirty years behind 
in meeting their building needs. They 
were held back by the depression 30's 
and the wartime 40's and then the in- 
flationary 50's with the uncertainties of 
the population shifts. Those downtown 
churches that have now made the de- 
cision to stay downtown and build their 
future in the center of the city are al- 
most without exception embarking upon 
extensive remodeling and enlargement 
programs. Sanctuaries which are hope- 
lessly outgrown or deemed unsafe by 
modern fire and sanitary standards are 
being torn down and replaced by new 
church plants. Others are modernizing 
and enlarging, catching up with build- 
ing needs that were long neglected. 

Rural churches, too, are beginning to 
feel the push for modernization. Almost 
everywhere in those rural areas that 
have shared in some measure of the 
present prosperity we see old churches 
being enlarged and sanctuaries being 
redecorated. 

All of this adds up to a lot of church 
construction going on throughout the 
nation. At the same time a lot of new 
features are going into churches that 
once were considered luxuries. 

Commented one government econo- 
mist, “The average new church today is 
installing a kitchen equivalent to that of 
most first-class restaurants.” 

He added, “Apparently they feel it is 
a good investment. They plan to liqui- 
date the cost through the large church 
dinners it makes possible, and at the 
same time they regard the fellowship 
generated by the dinners a very es- 
sential part of their program.” 

One might add that a certain amount 
of pressure from the ladies for the latest 
appliances, including dishwashing ma- 
chines, can often be seen in this area 
of church building plans 

Most churches in the 
summers are hot include air-condition- 
ing equipment as part of the church 
plant. Twenty years ago—even ten— 


areas where 


this was distinctly a luxury. Today few 
major churches in areas of hot summer 
climate are being planned without ict. 
Again, say the economists, churches are 
finding that it pays off in terms of 
bigger summertime congregations and 
more contributions in the offering plates. 
Churches are getting away from the idea 
that they virtually close down, except 
for the faithful few, in July and August. 
More and more churches want a twelve- 
month program, and if the church is the 
most comfortable place to go to on a 
warm Sunday morning, one of the 
standard excuses for backsliding is 
eliminated. 

Churches are also developing a seven- 
day-week program to meet the needs of 
their congregations, both downtown 
and in the suburbs and rural areas. Con- 
cerned with juvenile delinquency, many 
a mew church plant includes a teen 
canteen in its plans. One Presbyterian 
church in the Washington area has pio- 
neered by putting in a roller skating 
rink which doubles as a basketball court 
and an auditorium for plays given by 
its drama group. This would have been 
considered pretty radical a decade or 
two ago. Now it seems to be one of the 
smartest things a church can do to meet 
the recreational needs of the teen-agers 
in its community. 

All of these additional facilities mean 
larger church plants and more expensive 
ones. But the government economists 
point out that every investment, from 
the electronic chimes in the tower to 
the gymnasium in the basement of the 
social wing, is found to pay for itself in 
terms of attracting more members for 
the congregation, more money from 
contributors, and makes possible a pro- 
gram of religious education and social 
service that meets community needs 
seven days a week, twelve months in the 
year. 

The present church construction 
boom is really a very inspiring story, for 
it is physical evidence of the vitality of 
American religion, a ringing answer to 
critics of our churches who claim they 
lag in meeting human needs. 


Further, it is going to have an effect 
on the future. With one billion dollars 
a year going into our religious plants— 


and this does not count another 
$500,000,000 for pews, organs, furni- 
ture, and other furnishings—an incen- 
tive is created to keep the church edi- 
fices in use. Congregations have in- 
vested too much money in their new 
plants to permit them to stand idle ex- 
cept for an hour or two on Sunday 
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mornings. 

Thus, if the church construction 
boom is, in part, a reflection of the “re- 
ligious revival” of the 1950's, it is tend- 
ing to institutionalize and perpetuate | 
that revival in terms of an increased role 
for religion in American life for the 
decades ahead. 

In practical terms, it is going to | 
create a market for church furnishings 
and supplies that will be many times the 
size of the market offered by churches | 
in the past. It will take equipment to | 
keep this magnificent program oper- 
ating. Who would have thought of sell- 
ing roller skates to a church? Who 


would have thought of selling them These two altars entirely 
/ 


restaurant equipment, for that matter? 


Yet churches are coming to be a big i ; 
market for recreational equipment of all different - concept, were 
kinds and for the sort of kitchen equip- built by Ossit craftsmen! 
ment only the largest manufacturers of 
restaurant supplies can furnish. The intricate beauty of Gothic and the simple 
What of the furure? Economists can beauty of modern have been brought out in these 
only guess at what will happen in the altars for churches of entirely different archi- 
next decade. In the past fifteen years tecture. Only a company such as Ossit with more 
four postwar recessions have had very than 90 years of experience in building church 
little effect upon this segment of con- furniture has the “ecclesiastical sensitivity” to 
struction. It appears that one billion properly interpret various church design prob- 
dollars a year or more will go into lems. And when its built by Ossit you know the 
church construction every year for the quality is there. Hundreds of churches and arch- 
next decade. This is a high level of itects recognize Ossit as the leader in this field. 
capital outlay, considering the fact that Choose Ossit, your best guarantee of quality, 
the Department of Commerce estimates plus fitness, in church furnishings. Return the 
that a total of $3,750,000,000 a year is coupon or write today for complete information, 
being given to all churches for all their without obligation. 
work. More than one dollar out of four 
has been going into plant expenditure 
Yet the economic factors that have led 
to such a remarkable boom in construc- 
tion appear to be present still. Barring 
a major depression or disaster such as 
war, new church construction is going 
to be one of the most significant aspects 
of the American scene in the 1960's 
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Exquisite Agony 


Flowers always thrill me 





With an ecstasy almost pain; 
, PLEASE SEND FOLLOWING NAME 
Especially when I watch them INFORMATION 


: -_ : C We're building and need information 
Buffeting heavy rain, | on catch tostanions CHURCH 


Bending, bowing, bleeding— (1 We're remodeling and need informa- | ADDRESS 
tron on church furnishings. 


Then straightening to laugh again, | 
city ,; STATE 
CD We're interested in seating __. - 


Like hope, in bitterest sorrow, chancel furniture 2 , 
} = CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 
Refusing to be slain. C) We need specific information on Ossi JANESVILLE, WISCONSIN 





Agnes C. Montgomery ----- Founded in 1367 


Sunbury, Pennsylvania 
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A Sermon on Good and Evil 


The Soul’s Continental Divide 


Deuteronomy 30:15 
See, I have set before you this day 
life and good, death and evil. 


Jus before we started on our journey 
“to St. Paul we received a letter from 
one of my sisters enclosing snapshots 
taken last May in the Colorado Rockies 
They brought back vivid memorics of 
the drive we took up Monarch Pass to 
the Continental This is the 
topographical line running north and 
south which divides the watershed of 
the Rockies. It is at this line that the 
rain and snow divide their waters, send- 
ing them eastward into the Mississippi 
basin or westward toward the Pacific, 


Divide 


depending on which side of the line 
they fall. At the top of Monarch Pass 
there is a stone marker indicating the 
line of the divide at that point. I was 
intrigued by this marker, for it stood in 
the center of a broad flat terrain as wide 
as a city block is long. The Pass was 
snowbound even then but the tempera- 
ture was just about freezing. There was 
some melting of the snow but I could 
see no drainage of water in either di- 
rection. I was baffled to understand how 
they knew which way the water drained, 
—it was so broad and flat a terrain and 
the line so undefined. 

As I stood engrossed by this quan- 
dary, I suddenly became aware of the 
parable of the Divide, how at many 
crucial points in the experience of the 
soul there is a distinction to be made, 
but it often is so obscure and ill-defined 
that it is utterly confusing. 

There is for example a vast difference 
between love and hate, but at the line 
of demarcation these two emotions are 
so close together that it is difficult to 
differentiate between them. We think 
we know the difference between 
dom and ignorance, or courage and 


wis- 


cowardice, or truth and falsehood, and 
so on, but there is a point where these 
opposites seem to coalesce and merge, 
so much so that we cannot be sure when 
we have passed from one side of the 
divide to the other. Besides all this we 
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generally allow some latitude in deter- 
mining the line of demarcation between 
our virtues and vices depending on who 
is involved. If it is a child or an adoles- 
cent, we are apt to say, “Well, he made 
a mistake. Next time he'll know better.” 
And this is all right but, as someone 
has said, “Remember you're only young 
once. After that it takes another excuse.” 

This seems to be especially true when 
it comes to the question of good and 
There are 
confounded by the problem of dis- 
tinguishing between good and evil 
Often there much 
common ground that it is impossible to 
say, “This is good and that is evil.” 
Added to this difficulty which prevails 
in the very nature of things, there is 


evil times when we stand 


it seems that is so 


today another factor which aggravates 
this problem. This factor is the increas- 
ing tendency among people to conform, 
to play it safe, to avoid controversy, to 
run with the crowd, to act out the role 
of “the man with the gray flannel suit.’ 
Today, as Dave Garroway put it in 
LOOK (6/7/60), “If Samuel Adams 
or Thomas Paine could revisit America, 
he would be appalled to see that Ameri- 
cans have turned into a bunch of verbal 
Casper Milquetoasts.” Notwithstanding 
all this, the fact remains that there is 
a difference between what is good and 
what is evil and it is absolutely impera- 
tive that we see the difference and live 
in loyalty to what is good. “See,” Moses 
said wisely to Israel, “I have set before 
you this day life and good, death and 
evil.” Here is the soul's continental 
divide. 


Good and Evil 
No doubt one reason why we fail to 
see the soul's continental divide in this 
matter of good and evil is because we 
fall prey to spiritual inertia; we've had 
it and we don't care. Such a state of in- 
difference brings to mind the limerick: 


There was a young fellow named 
Clyde; 

Who once at a funeral was spied. 

When asked who was dead, 

He smilingly said, 


I don’t know,—/ just came for the 
ride! 

The tragedy is, if we succumb to this 
sort of indifference in the drama of life 
we'll be “taken for a ride.” It takes both 
courage and effort to keep spiritually 
alert in order to keep the line of demar- 
cation distinct between good and evil 

There is another reason for our 
failure at this point; it is because there 
is a strange fascination to evil. We 
think we can play fast and loose with 
evil without getting trapped in its 
deadly coils. We kid ourselves by saying, 
“Someone else playing with evil would 
be taken in, but it can't happen to me.” 

Bishop Bachman G. Hodge who died 
recently has told the story of how he 
was in Naples, Italy, a few years ago 
and hired a certain carriage driver to 
take him out to the ancient city of 
Pompeii. As they jogged along the road 
the bishop could see the cloud of smoke 
that rises perpetually from Mt. Vesuvius 
and his driver began to relate how 
Pompeii was destroyed by that sleeping 
volcano nineteen centuries ago. In the 
course of the conversation the bishop 
lived. He 


fe Ww 


asked the driver where he 
replied, “I'll show you.” In a 
minutes when the road turned he 
pointed to a little cottage nestling at the 
foot of Vesuvius. “There is where I 
live”, he said. The bishop then asked if 
he wasn't afraid to live so near the vol- 
cano. “Suppose it should erupt some 
night? You and your family wouldn't 
have a chance.” The man answered 
quickly, “It won't happen in my life- 
time.” And about that instant the uneasy 
volcano belched forth a cloud of smoke 
accompanied by red hot lava that fell 
and rolled ominously down the 
mountain. 

To go on, there is a third reason why 
we do not see the great divide between 
good and evil. It is because we do not 
want to see it. “None is so blind as he 
who will not see.” For many and sundry 
purposes we turn our eyes from the 
plain and obvious facts of evil, often 
because it suits some selfish desire, at 
times because to overcome evil with 
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good requires dedication and sacrifice, 
neither of which we are inclined to give 
We have a tendency to react to evil 
very much like the woman who began 
to park her car in the space reserved by 
the police for me when we were back 
in Lansdowne. When this happened the 
first two or three times I gave her the 
benefit of the doubr, but when it 
happened the fourth time I wrote a 
little note and put it under her wind- 
shield wiper, calling her attention to the 
significance of the NO PARKING sign. 
She heeded my friendly request for 
several days but the following week she 
began again to park in the space re- 
served for me. This time she knew it 
was wrong, for after going a few steps 
down the street she stopped and looked 
back. Then she decided she was going to 
forget all about the infringement and 
started once more on her way. But she 
stopped a second time, turned back, and 
when she got to her car she didn’t take 
her car and move it but she took the 
NO PARKING sign and turned the 
sign around, and blithely went on down 
the street 

But no matter what we do to ignore, 
sidestep, and cover up the evil in life as 
we face it, the evil remains to corrode 


Church Management: May 1961 


e Cleveland iS 


Assistance from field representatives 


Ohio 


and destroy the soul, unless we learn to 
see it clearly and to keep our soul un- 
spotted from it. “But if your heart curns 
away, and you will not hear . . .”, said 
Moses, “I declare to you this day that 
you shall perish.” 


Therefore Choose Good 

“But”, you cry out, “how can you dis- 
cern between good and evil at the line 
of the soul's continental divide?” The 
answer is to be found in the succeeding 
words of Moses, when he said, “I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you 
this day, that I have set before you 
life and death, blessing and curse; there- 
fore choose life, that you and your de- 
scendants may live, loving the Lord your 
God, obeying His voice, and cleaving to 
Him; for that means life to you and 
length of days.” 

This means simply that we learn to 
discern what is good by choosing the 
good and striving after the good. The 
good may be defined as that which satis- 
fies, that which brings life, blessing, joy, 
happiness and peace. We learn to know 
what is good by feeding the soul a 
healthy diet of prayer, Bible reading, 
worship, and service. One man pointed 
out our problem: “You feed your body 
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21 times a week, whether it is hungry or 
not. Then why nor throw your soul a 
bone once a week at least, even if it 
doesn’t seem hungry? The poor thing 
may be starvation to 
make its wants known.” If we are per- 
sistent in this direction, after a while we 


too weak from 


will soon discover that the quest of what 
is good leads us away from the dismal 
flats were good and evil seem an indis 
cernable mass of shadows. One of our 
great hymns expresses this truth effec 
tively 


I want a principle within 
Of watchful, godly fear, 

A sensibility of sin, 

A pain to feel it near. 


Help me the first approach to 
feel 

Of pride or wrong desire; 

To catch the wandering of my 
will, 

And quench the kindling fire. 


It goes without saying that there are 
many implications to the law of over- 
coming and escaping evil by choosing 
and seeking the good. This is true in 
the realm of social etiquette. Not only 
young people but adults also are some- 
times stumped by what is right and 
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wrong in personal habits, such as 
smoking, drinking, and gambling. There 
are many voices trying today to per- 
| suade you to relax, to pick up your tired 
nerves, to take a chance, all in the so- 
called best interests of your career, 
health, and well-being. It is not easy to 
counteract the beguiling patter of temp- 
tation, for on the surface it seems so 
| innocent and convincing. After all, isn’t 
everybody doing it? 

The true answer to this question is to 
be found afterwards in the conse- 
quences, in the havoc effected by bad 

| habits upon the body, the house of the 

| soul; in the tragedy wreaked upon 
family, upon friends, upon neighbors in 

| the form of accident and death, de- 
moralization and delinquency as a result 
of drunkenness and immorality; in the 
broken and shattered dreams of those 
who gambled away possessions, even life 
itself, on the premise that “you can get 
something for nothing.” The truth is, 
there is no profit or blessing in pur- 
suing such “dead-end roads”. The profit 
and blessing lie in choosing life and 
good. 

This is true, as well, in the realm of 
personal ideals. The choice is best 
phrased by Jesus of Nazareth: “You 

| have heard that it was said by them of 
old time . . . but I say to you.” And 
what Christ has exalted as the aims of 
those who want to count, to be recog- 
nized, to obtain favor and honor is what 
in our experience is proven to endure 
and to bring life and good. The ideals 
are all set forth in unforgettable lan- 
guage in the Sermon the Mount. 
What we need to do is to dare to 
choose them and to live by them. 





on 


There is a story told of a bank that 
needed a boy to run errands and make 
himself generally useful. The job itself 
wasn't very important, but there were 
opportunities for advancement. And so 
the bank advertised for a boy and quite 
a few boys applied for the job. To each 

| boy the president said, “Can you come 
to my house Sunday morning at eleven 
o'clock for an interview.” One by one 
the boys said they would be there. 

However, one boy said, “Sir, I'm 
sorry I can’t come to your home on Sun- 
day morning. You see, sir, that is the 
time they have church and I don’t want 
to miss going to church. Then, sir, my 

| parents have taught me not to talk busi- 
| ness on Sunday.” 

Very much to the boy’s surprise the 
president answered, “Well, you are the 
boy I want. I asked that you come at 

| eleven o'clock to see if you were a 


church boy and if you respected the 
Lord's Day. It has been my experience 
that we can trust boys who have a re- 
spect for God and God's laws. You have 
the job.” To choose high ideals and to 
live by them is to make the choice that 
results in life and good. 


For this means Life to You 

I am sure every one of us starts out 
to possess life and good, not death and 
curse. In order to achieve the possession 
of life and good, there are steps we are 
called upon to make after the initial 
choice and they are summed up in the 
words: “Love the Lord your God, obey 
His voice, and cleave to Him.” What 
this means is revealed in the story of 
Bishop Jose Valencia of the Philippine 
Islands. It is the story of the difference 
between being a Christian and being a 
follower of Christ. I had the privilege of 
attending seminary with Bishop Va- 
lencia many years ago and I can vouch 
for the fact that he not only knows the 
difference but is a living example of it. 
The difference was first called to his 
attention once when he was on an 
evangelistic mission among the villages 
in the Philippine back-country. A small 
Hindu girl asked him, “What is the 
difference between being a Christian 
and being a follower of Christ?” 

Bishop Valencia was somewhat 
startled and said, “What do you mean?” 

She replied, “I have friends who say 
they are Christians. They grew up in 
Christian homes, were baptized, go to 
church, read the Bible, and pray in the 
name of Jesus, but I don’t believe they 
are followers of Jesus.” 

When Bishop Valencia related this 
experience he went on and illustrated its 
point by taking a page out of his own 
life’s struggle. He had come as a young 
man to America to study and after his 
preparatory work was finished he went 
to Cornell College in Mt. Vernon, lowa. 
When he arrived in Mt. Vernon he was 
lonely and homesick. Then quite un- 
expectedly there was a knock on his 
door. It was a young Japanese student 
by the name of Enji Tsukasaki, a senior 
at the college. He had come to invite 
Jose to go on the following Sunday to 
the Sunday School at the Methodist 
Church. But Jose was a Roman Catholic 
and declined. So as they visited together 
Enji told him briefly of his conversion 
from Shintoism to Protestant Chris- 
tianity because of what he had observed 
in the life of a Christian couple with 
whom he lived in California. It was no 
accident therefore when he left that 
night that Jose was no longer lonely, for 
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Enji had brought two priceless gifts, 
friendship and courage. 

On Saturday evening Jose got ready 
to go to mass to the little town of Lis- 
bon where the nearest Catholic Church 
was located. But early Sunday morning | 
it began to rain and the road to Lisbon 
became a path of mud. In consequence 
Jose, unlike Esau who loved to work 
with the rain splashing in his face, de- : 
cided not to go to church, but an hour 
before the Methodist Sunday School Down Jo Okd Age 
convened there was another knock on 
the door, and in the doorway was Enji The clergyman who feels satisfied with his prospects for a comfortable 
with two umbrellas. “It is raining,” he retirement may be living in a world of fantasy. He may be headed for a severe 
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Soft evening matin’s voice of 
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Philip Jerome Cleveland” 


Bill And Babe And Bessie 


res, | am thinking about a most un- 
usual and delightful triad, one 
might almost say, a little blessed earthly 
trinity. They are all very real—are Bill 
and Babe and Bessie. Bill is, of course, 
short for William, a young, angular and 
personable lad of northeastern Con- 
necticut. Babe is the name given to the 
youngest child of a lusty and handsome 
rural family. The two families lived but 
a mile apart. The transit facilities be- 
tween the two rural families was 
Bessie—a shining, happy little Ford 
roadster, sport model. 

Bill, Babe and Bessie all know how 
this remarkable trinity came together, 
but not one will ever divulge the lush, 
bright secret. There had to be a time, of 
course, when the dark-eyed youth met 
the bonnie-bright girl; no doubt Bessie 
brought about the fortunate encounter; 
but not a word has been spoken. 

Shall I ever forget the first time Bill, 
Babe and Bessie made a triune invasion 
of the emerald privacies of Westminster 
Hill Congregational Church one bonnie- 
bright Sabbath morning? The canopy 
had been flung back over a snappy 
little car; gayly-painted, a jaunty thing, 
the sprightly roadster bumped along the 
pebbly driveway to the thick, green 
shadows of the maples. A girl's long, 
dancing hair blown back by summer 
wind added color and romance to the 
machine; a boy's brunette hair also 
waved in the playful rural wind. 

“Why, it’s Bill and Babe and Bessie!” 
chirruped a wide-eyed country bumpkin 
standing at the Church door. 

“Look who's here!” enthused a gawky 
teen-ager. 

A flower-like girl, attired as the color- 
ful rural flowers, stepped from the 
sparkling vehicle; a thin, grinning boy 
took her arm and for an hour Bill, 
Babe and Bessie were divorced by the 
solemn and holy orders of the Church. 

Following the service a hundred good 
rural folks stood by and watched Bill, 
Babe and Bessie leave the emerald lawn 
in a perfect and triune blaze of glory— 

*Minister, Author of the book: ‘‘Three 


Churches and a Model T’’, LeRaysville, 
Pennsylvania. 
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shiny car, shiny girl and a most shining 
boy. 

“They are sure having a good time,” 
observed old Deacon Fred Hicks to our 
Church clerk, Grace Dawley. Neither 
had married; but they were shiny-eyed 
too as they watched the joyus departure 
of the madcap triad. 

One could not look upon these three, 
anytime, anywhere without a realization 
of joy. The laughing, madcap girl, the 
smiling, joke-playing boy, the highly 
polished and gay-painted car, everything 
shouted for joy. The sun seemed to spill 
its generous splendor all over the three; 
moonlight and starlight certainly haloed 
them and oh, the soda, hot-dogs, ham- 
burgers, picnics that little threesome 
knew and relished! 

Bill was not too strong for the 
solemn liturgies of the sanctuary, but 
Babe had to have her hour of worship 
and the jaunty roadster seemed to curve 
by nature from the macadam highway 
to seek peace and shelter beneath the 
friendly trees of the rural shrine. 

Bill did show more concern for the 
sanctuary following one Sunday morn- 
ing service. 

A few lingered in the sanctuary after 
the service when Babe sagged against a 
rear pew and her face went white. She 
grabbed Bill's firm arm. 

“What's wrong with you?” he said 
anxiously. 

"I don’t know. I feel weak. My 
stomach has been bothering me lately.” 
“You didn’t tell me,” Bill scolded. 

“No, Bill I didn’t want to disturb you. 
Mother thinks it's my appendix. Been 
having trouble off and on all summer.” 

“Been to the doctor?” 

"Yes. He's not quite sure what is 
the matter.” 

“Gosh, I don’t like this.” Bill was per- 
ceptibly going pale and great concern 
loomed from his usually mild and 
gentle eyes. 

“Let us speak to the Father about 
this,” I suggested. 

“Her father is in the veteran's hos- 
pital,” interjected Bill. “No need to 
alarm him at this time. I don’t think 
I'd tell him.” 


Gently I informed the anxious youth 
that we planned to consult our heavenly 
Father about the weakness of Babe. 

Babe leaned heavily on Bill's strength 
in the aisle behind the last pew. Wife, 
Deacons MacLeod and Hicks came 
closer. While we just stood there I had 
a prayer for the flower-like girl in a 
dress that challenged any flower garden 
to arise and shine. Bill seemed a mite 
uncomfortable but Babe certainly re- 
laxed during prayer and thanked me 
As she stepped aboard Bessie a few 
minutes later she tossed Bill a golden 
smile and said: “I do feel better; honest 
I do. Maybe we should come oftener to 
this place.” Bill said nothing; but he 
did climb behind the wheel with a re- 
lieved look upon his anxious face 

One often wondered which of the 
three looked most prosperous and 
flourishing as time went by—the dawn- 
lovely girl, the sunshiny boy or the 
glistening machine; each of the three 
appeared to grow younger and more 
perfectly ravishing as the months 
passed. 

But the war came and the draft and 
Bill went far, far away. A joyful girl 
went into hiding, it seemed, and a car 
no longer lent its glamor to the lonely 
country roads. The happy put-put-put 
of a merry motor gave no music to the 
silent and melancholy hillsides. And 
then—all of a sudden—-the war ended— 
and Bill, slim, elegant in uniform, stood 
before the door of Babe and invited her 
to leap aboard Bessie and go for a ride. 

“We are really going places now,” 
he declared to the raptured, laughing- 
crying sweetheart of the farm. There 
would be no more turkeys, pigs, heifers 
Other and nobler things were brewing, 
bridals, cottages, new landscape and 
perhaps a new sort of young stock 

What a wedding day dawned for Bill 
and Babe and Bessie! I fear I am utterly 
unable to describe it except for a hand- 
ful of very unworthy sentences. 

Yes, Saturday afternoon came at last 
with its wealth of magic, its golden 
hoard of sunlight, with its ribbons, 
flowers, relatives, friends and everything 
that makes nuptials joyous and un- 


speakable. 
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Bill and Babe were as cute a little 
couple as ever stood before a flower- 
banked altar after Bessie had been neatly 
and gayly parked beneath the tallest 
maple tree 

Yes, Bill had served his country as 
soldier-aviator; he had worked in a New 
York aircraft plant. Money had been 
nicely banked to take care of Bill and 
Babe and Bessie. All was well 

What a day these three selected for 
their wedding, May 24, Queen Vic- 
toria’s birthday! After many weary 
months of waiting, watching, hoping, 
trusting, Bill led Babe to the rural altar 

Poor, dear Bill, failed 


rapidly as he made his solemn cere- 


his voice 
monial vows. It commenced strong but 
began to grow perceptibly weaker, 
weaker and finally hoarsed into an al- 
most inarticulate whisper; if the cere- 
mony had been longer Bill would have 
become a total vocal casualty 

Babe blended beautifully with all the 
immaculate and blinding floral displays 
about the country altar 

In contrast to Bill her ringing, reso 
nant voice grew stronger and stronger as 
she said her noble, devotional lines. It 
seemed she tried to reinforce the buck 
ling vocal batteries of the hard-pressed 
air force 

When I pronounced these two man 
and wife, Babe did something I have 
never seen done from that glorious day 
to this. She uttered a little, joyous cry 
of sheer ecstasy and tossed her white 
rose bridal bouquet into the hands of 
the bridesmaid and exclaimed: “Oh, 
Bill!” Literally she threw herself, body 
and soul, into the outreaching 
arms of a stunned, nonplussed youth at 


strong, 


the altar 
a gay, spontaneous action. | 
from the 


It was 


line 


thought of a poetic 


launching of the ship; 


“And spurning with her foot 
the ground she leaped into 
the ocean’s arms.” 


Babe was all a-tremble; Bill was all 
a-tremble; I doubt not that joyous Bessie 
out under the handsome maple tree was 
all a-tremble. 

Babe thought no more of bouquet, 
veil, immaculate gown. She thought of 
Bill only. It was as though she shouted 

“Oh, Bill, I've waited a long time for 
this and so here I come! Oh, Bill, take 
me!” 

There was no conventional embrace, 
no ceremonial kiss. But there was one 
moment There 
scarcely a dry eye in a tense and crowded 


of sheer magic. was 
sanctuary. 
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Love has a tide,” wrote a thoughtful 
person 

The tide swept in, full, soulful, eter- 
nal. Some of us realized that the glory 
of the better kingdom had indeed come 
to our very doors! 

When Bill and Babe and Bessie ven- 
tured forth into the sunset shadows in 
another hour or two the skies were 
gold and songs and vast hopes and 
abounding love were everywhere. God 
was good. Life was holy and strong 

Was ever a sunset road so beautiful 
and challenging as this one? And did 
not the things felt and recognized by a 
blessed little earthly trinity blend off 


somewhere with another complex Love 
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The Ministry of the Epistle 


Letters By A Pastor 


() Pportunity and necessity have 

prodded pastors from Paul’s day 
to ours to use the letter. This collec- 
lection from my files is not offered 
as an example of “how” to write 
letters in the several areas, but rather 
as a suggestive diary of some of the 
letters which one pastor saw the 
need for writing. Many of course 
could not be considered because of 
their confidential nature. 


STEWARDSHIP BEYOND 
THE LOCAL PARISH 


March 9, 1950 
Dear members and friends: 

A month ago you received a folder 
telling the story of “One Great Hour 
of Sharing.” Today we are enclosing 
the blue offering envelope so that you 
may bring your offering for world re- 
lief to church next Sunday. 

Twenty three denominations are co- 
operating in this project. 100,000 con- 
gregations in America will bring blue 
envelopes to church next Sunday. 

This is part of a letter received by 
Circle 4, in response to a Care package. 

“Thank you very much my dear 
friends for your parcel so dear and so 
rich . . . Seeing the great gifts, I knelt 
down with tears of joy to thank God 
for His help. My four children who are 
at home are severely ill. They fell ill 
when we were outside in the field in the 
snow and ice as refugees . . . The world 
may hate and quarrel. We will be peace- 
ful in God our Lord. We all belong to 
him. 

Sincerely, 
Frau Sawulski” 


Our offerings will continue this kind 
of help. May the spirit of Christ and 
sharing be yours during this Lenten 
season. 


November 29, 1950 
Dear members and friends: 

This is a report about Mr. Denes 
Hunyady from Hungary, whom our 
church is sponsoring. 

Our committee is renting a comfort- 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, 
Douglas, Arizona. 
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Kenneth E. Nelson’ 


able room for him at 2015 E. 7th Street. 
Mr. Hunyady is working at the Ziebel 
Dental Lab getting acquainted with 
American methods and materials. For 
the time being our committee is giving 
him $15 per week to help with his 
living. expenses. 

He appreciates the meals and many 
kindnesses you are showing him. When- 
ever you have him in your home, you 
are helping him with English—his big- 
gest hurdle. Phone your dinner invi- 
tations to Mrs. Einar Karlstrand, 
2-1746. 

This is one of Mr. Hunyady’s stories 
about conditions in Communist domi- 
nated Hungary. 

He says two masked men come into 
a school room. The first goes around 
slapping the children and speaking 
roughly to them—then leaves. The chil- 
dren are told that he was Jesus Christ. 
Now the second masked man goes 
among the children giving them choco- 
lates and peanuts—and leaves. He was 
Joseph Stalin, they are told. 

The Session has set aside next Sunday 
for a special offering for Mr. Hunyady. 
If you would like to share in this work, 
bring your offering in the enclosed en- 
velope. Should you be unable to attend 
just drop it in the mail. 


COMMUNITY COOPERATION 


March 12, 1956 
Members of the City Council: 

Our state law protects children from 
the atmosphere of the tavern. It seems 
reasonable to keep that atmosphere out 
of the ballpark. 

Those who prefer the tavern to base- 
ball are free to go to the tavern. Families 
who prefer baseball should not have 
to go to an outdoor tavern to see the 
game. 

I cannot believe that the fine people 
of Douglas are unwilling to keep the 
ballpark fit for family entertainment. 


October 29, 1948 

Mr. J. A. Taylor, Principal: 
I appreciated your letter about 
National Education Week and will be 
happy to cooperate with other organi- 


zations in emphasizing the fact that we 
must learn to live together if we are 
to live at all. If the church, the school, 
and the home will work together—we 
can learn to live together as a nation 
and as a world. 

Kindly let me know if there are 
other ways in which we may cooperate. 


February 27, 1958 
The Rev. Father Diehl: 

I'm sending you the letter from the 
National Boy Scout office which is 
self explanatory. 

It appears that if the proposed Me- 
morial Chapel meets with the approval 
of your diocese, I could write Helen to 
this effect—that her proposal satisfies 
all faiths. Then we could meet with 
the construction committee. 

Thank you for the loan of Helen's 
sketch which I am holding for our 
committee meeting. 


December 18, 1958 
Hollis Stevenson, Superintendent of 
Schools: 

The choir concert last night was one 
of the finest we have attended any- 
where. The choice of music, staging, 
lighting, and blending of voices was 
perfect. 

Mr. Harold Wildung, Miss Carlis 
Anderson, and the choirs, gave our com- 
munity something of beauty and in- 
spiration last night. 


February 13, 1959 
I was so pleased to see that you were 
appointed to the University Board of 
Regents by Governor Fannin. You will 
be of great help to the board. Naturally 
I am glad that you listed our church 
among the organizations with which you 
work. 
The best to you as you work with our 
educators. 


COMFORT 
1954 
I just learned of the death of your 
little son. I cannot fully appreciate your 
loss—but God can. He once lost a son 
too. You can be sure that God is very 
close to you during these painful days. 
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It is difficult to accept tragedy like 
this, yet we believe that “all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God.” We believe this, not becaus« 
we understand what has happened, but 
because we have faith in the love of 
God 

We also believe 


a small part of the greater lite on the 


that this life is but 


is eternal. Your son 


You 


him again. From today on, Heaven will 


other side which 


is waiting there for you will see 


mean more to you because you now 


have a son there 
You find 
inthians 15 


and | 


near 


Cor 


you 


will John 14 


helpful. God is 


today 
1957 
It is hard to believe that is 
gone. I will always remember his help 
fulness during the years you lived 
here. I remember how gladly he helped 
the calling. I would him 


with give 


names and he would call to find out 
the interest or church preference of new 
people in town 

The adjustment will not be easy for 
that feel 
that if —— never be well 
he is better off with God. Bur all of us 


who have known him will miss him 


you, yet | am sure we both 


could 
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corridors of 


look 


time to that day when in the 


So, we down the 
presence 
of God, we will all be together again 
This is a pretty good old life, but we 
finer 


know the life over there will be 


than these earthly minds can imagine 


God will give you strength for each 


day. The prayers and good wishes of 


your many friends here are reaching 


1 am sure 
November | 
Miss Florence Munnings 


out to you 


1948 


good to receive letter 


It was your 
and to hear of the splendid work you 
are doing in Europe. As you see needs 
I know you often wish you had more to 
do with 

letter OVC 


I'm turning your 


Women's Association certain that they 
will meet some of the specific needs 


We surely 


what we can for your children there 


you mention want to do 
in Austria 


We are 


Frances in our Youth Fellowship. She 


happy to have your sister 


is a fine girl and did a good job as 


Apple Chairman at our Halloween 


party—she really had them biting 


It was nice to see you during your 


When 


would like to have you speak to us about 


furlough you return again, we 


your work 


June 8, 1949 
Dear Janice 

Tonight you will receive that dip- 
loma! We have been thinking about 
you today—trecalling the many ways 
we have enjoyed your friendship as we 
have worshipped, worked, and played 
together 

I know you have fine plans for the 
You will fulfill them. We will 
be following you with our interest and 


Through col- 
lege days you will continue to find the 


furure 


prayers for your success 
church a place of inspiration and good 
fellowship. The Bible will continue to 
speak to your daily needs. Christ, as your 
Lord and Master will continue to help 
and guide you every day 

Congratulations on the milestone you 
are reaching tonight 


1951 


your sad 


Your 


I'ts difficult to get 


mother told me 


news Over some- 
thing like love. I know you had high 
hopes and dreams for the future. How- 
ever, it's good that she decided now 
rather than later, say after marriage, that 


she could not love you above all others 


I trust you will not become cynical 
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or swear off women and marriage or 
throw away your Christian principles. 
Continue to live pure and clean—ready 
to establish that Christian home some 
day—with the right girl. 

This may be a chance to rethink the 
importance of marrying one who has 
a religious background like yours. The 
older we get the more important re- 
ligion becomes. A mixed marriage does 
have problems. 

I know how you feel inside, but re- 
member, God has a plan for our lives. 
Your present unhappy experience could 
be the passageway to something much 
better which God has in mind for you. 

I wish you were here so that we 
could visit. You can always talk things 
over with God. The Psalms and the 
Gospels will help you. Drop me a line 


soon, 


October 3, 1958 

Dear Tom 
Thank you for the card you recently 
sent me. By now I suppose you are 
well into the navy. I think it is a branch 
of the service which offers some fine 
opportunities. Your brother Marty has 
surely made the most of it and I know 


you will too. 


You have probably met the chap- 
lain, whom you will find to be one of 


your best friends away from home. 
Never hesitate in going to him. He ap- 
preciates having boys come to him about 
anything—abour small problems before 
they get big. 

Here at church we will be follow- 
ing you with our prayers—praying that 
you will come out just as fine a young 
man as you went in. Drop me a line 
whenever you have time. May God be 
with you every day, Tom 


February 1, 1959 
Dear Marge: 

It was good to hear from you and 
to know that all is going well at the 
U. A good beginning means a lot. 

I took care of your Presbyterian Life 
subscription yesterday; you will soon 
receive a copy at the U 

Tonight we have a movie about 
Westminster Foundations as the en- 
closed calendar indicates. I trust you 
will stop in at the Foundation soon and 
meet the Rev. Bob Geller who is a 
wonderful person 

If there is ever anything that you 
think I could do to help you in any 
way—just drop me a line. We pray 
God's blessing on you from day to day. 


February 14, 1959 
Dear John: 
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We thought you did an excellent job 
in the senior class play last night. Yours 
was one of the most difficult roles but 
you were a very friendly and smooth 
talking gangster. 

I trust things are going well as gradu- 
ation approaches. 


A BUILDING PROGRAM 


November 13, 1957 
Dear members and friends: 

It has become increasingly evident 
that the significance of our church in 
the life of Douglas requires facilities 
more adequate than we now have. One 
of the first things new families with 
children see, is our lack of space for 
our Church School. Unit 1 will meet 
this need. A Fellowship Hall will en- 
courage growth in the social side of our 
church life—hence, Unir 2. 

Of course we need the money to pay 
for the two units. But more than this, 
you and I need to grow spiritually by 
rising up and daring to give more 
generously than we have ever done be- 
fore. 

‘The danger is, that in the face of so 
great an opportunity, we shall retreat 
to thinking first of ourselves, our per- 
sonal wishes, our savings—when we 
could think first of God and what we 
can build for His Kingdom by real 
generosity. Our giving will do as much 
for our personal Christian growth, as 
it will for the children in our Church 
School. 

Are you grateful for God's daily 
goodness to you? You can express your 
gratitude by helping us build for Him. 
Would you invest in the most enduring 
enterprise in the world? This is it—the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Would you 
help extend the ministry of your 
church? This is your chance. 

Many of us, like Dr. Grayson in the 
fine movie, “God is my Partner,” could 
enter a new world by beginning to give 
in terms we haven't dared to before. 
This building project challenges you 
and me to put God first—to deal with 
God at today's prices. 

I pray that you will catch the vision 
of how we all can grow by serving 
Him with our money as we build for 
His Kingdom. 

Campaign Sunday is November 24, 
2:00 to 6:00. Please be at home. 


December 27, 1957 

Dear Mr. Dodge: 
During the past three years we have 
been working to raise money with 
which to add two units to our church. 


The enclosed brochure tells the story. 

We have the money to pay for Unit 
1, which is under construction and will 
be ready by Easter. We have just com- 
pleted a building fund campaign in 
which we received $24,000 for Unit 2, 
which will cost about $35,000. 

You will note from the five-year- 
study enclosed, that the giving of this 
congregation has risen considerably, al- 
though the membership is rather static. 

In view of your life-time interest in 
this community and our churches, we 
believe you would like to share in the 
amount we still must raise for Unit 2. 

Thank you for the consideration we 
know you will give this request. 


January 11, 1958 
Dear Mr. Dodge: 

Thank you for your generous gift 
to our building fund; it will help a 
great deal with Unit 2. 

It will be a pleasure to have you and 
Mrs. Dodge worship with us, as you 
have done before, when you come down 
into our sunshine in March. Unit | will 
be well along by then and we would like 
to show it to you. 

Thank you again for your gift 


LETTERS TO ASSIST 


November 16, 
The Children’s Service Society 
One of our finest families wishes very 
much to adopt a baby girl. I'm writirg 
in the hope that you may be able to 
help them. From every standpoint, they 
would provide a splendid home 
I shall appreciate hearing from you 


1948 


March 31, 1951 

Superintendent of Nurses 

Miss Bernice Clausen has asked me 
to write you concerning her intention 
of becoming a nurse. She is congenial, 
helpful, intelligent, and a fine Christian 
She has been faithful and helpful here 
at church. 

I believe she loves the right things 
in life to become an excellent nurse 


October 28, 1955 
Fullbright Scholarship Committee 

I have known Robert W. Olson for 
seven years. He was a member of our 
church back in Superior, Wisconsin 
where he was very active in the choir 
and as a soloist. Through the years he 
has steadily worked toward his goal— 
music. 

Were I in a position to help Bob 
financially, to study abroad, I wouldn't 
hesitate for a moment. He will be a 
good ambassador abroad and will help- 
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fully share his experience upon return- 


ing PEWS, PULPIT 
August 13, 1958 
Dear Mr. Jansson AND Cc HAN Cc 3 L 
It is nice to hear from you, although F U R | I T U R E 


I am sorry to learn that you are not 
breathing as easily as you did out here 
Maybe the solution is to return to this 
air. 
Let me answer your question about 
moving like this: Do you want to stay : oJ ae =». 
where you have friends, property, and  Bouy + Bony ¢ Som 
poor health, or do you want to move to 
a new community where you may have 
better health—leaving old friends and 
property behind? 
It's never an easy problem to settle 
I cannot tell you what to do. How- 
ever if you make your decision on the 
basis of these considerations, I think 
you will have faced the main facts in 





your case. And there are many who 
j « y COMMUNION TABLES 


have taken the big step and moved <s PULPITS * CHAIRS 


ra : : ALTARS * LECTERNS 
here at your age BAPTISMAL FONTS 

Of the various places in the South- 
wes w rou I me, ubt . ; 

est to which you might come 1 doub Suite, Conenesmee, Cotintel, end Gute Aaee 
that you could find a nicer town than icon designs to hormonize with every edifice. 
Douglas. If you decide to come, it will Send for Illustrated Cotelog 
be a pleasure to see you again and to Sete Gre Denedieete Ghatien Gees 0009 
meet Mrs. Jansson. 


| J. P. REDINGTON @& CO. 


WHILE MODERATOR OF DEerT. B + SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 
PRESBY TERY 

October 31, '957 

The Executive Committee of 

Presbytery 

In his report to me of the pro re 
nata meeting held in October 24, Clar- 
ence suggests the possibility of asking 
Dr. George Buttrick to be the inspira- 
tional speaker at our January meeting of 
Presbytery. I think that would be splen- 
did if he is available. Clarence, will you 
poll the interest of the rest of the com- 
mittee on this? If there is general in- 


The lustrous, 
terest, you, or perhaps Glenn, should 
write Dr. Buttrick immediately non-scuff FLOOR WAX 


If he cannot come, we ought to bring that outlasts them all 
someone of stature to our meeting. We 


can afford to streamline some reports 
to this end. Whoever the man, he should 
qualify as a Pastor of Pastors, having 
something solid to offer. Incidentally, 
where will our Moderator, Dr. Harold 
Martin be at that time? 


November 25, 1957 
Dear Clarence 
Thank you for the proposed docket 
which I have slightly remodeled for 
printing. I presume you'll have the 
gavel along so that I can present it to For free sanitary survey of your 
the new Moderator premises ask your Dolge service man 
Check the committee chairmen I have 
listeed—I hope it is correct 


Church Management: May 1961 





Have you notified Ralph Strong and 
Doug Vance of the changed date? Per- 
haps the docket, or at least a postcard, 
should go to everyone about the change. 

Inasmuch as new chairmen will be 
elected to all major committees, it may 
take them a little while to decide how 
much they need for committee expen- 
ses; give them until Thursday to make 
their requests. 

Thank you for getting all this ar- 
ranged early. I look forward to a good 
meeting. Dr. Harold Martin will help 
make it so. I gave him a full hour 
Wednesday afternoon, feeling that we 
might like to ask questions and speak 
informally with him after his talk. 


TO A PREDECESSOR 
April 7, 1959 
Dear Grey: 

It was nice to hear from you and to 
learn of your trip out this way next 
summer. We have been taking our va- 
cations in July but that certainly has no 
bearing on your standing invitation to 
enter your old pulpit here at any time. 
So you're down for August 9. I know 
your many friends here will be happy 
to see and hear you again. As I may 
have said before, | have appreciated the 
good foundation you had laid here. It 
has been a privilege to follow a minister 
like you. 

I shall appreciate a confirming word 
about the 9th when your vacation plans 
are definite. 


TO A FORMER PASTORATE 


November 22, 1949 

I was happy to receive your letter 
and to hear that the church at Henry, 
Illinois is to observe an anniversary next 
Sunday. 

There is no way of measuring the 
service of your church. During the past 
fifty years she has helped fathers and 
mothers make their homes Christian. 
She has helped boys and girls and young 
people follow in the steps of the 
Master. The sick and the aged have re- 
ceived hope and encouragement through 
the ministry of your church. The work 
of the church around the world has 
been aided through your benevolences. 

Mrs. Nelson, David, Dick, and I re- 
joice with you as you mark this mile- 
stone. Fondly remembering my semi- 
nary days there, it is a pleasure to send 
greetings to all of you. We pray that 
God will bless you richly during the 
years ahead. 
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THANK YOU NOTES 


December 30, 1948 
Dear Marshall: 

We appreciate your faithful efforts 
in keeping the finances of our church 
straight. I know it takes many hours 
every week to check the numbers 
against the names, to open the envel- 
opes, and to count the monies. The 
work of our church would not go 
smoothly without efforts like yours. 


Dear Lucile: 

Your faithfulness at the organ Sun- 
day after Sunday is an encouragement 
to all of us. We are aware of the time 
and talent involved. Happy New Year. 


Dear Alice: 

We appreciate the faithful service 
you give the church week after week. 
The choir is an inspiration to me every 


Sunday. Happy New Year. 


Dear Mrs. Walde: 

We appreciate the fine touch you 
give the Sanctuary throughout the year. 
The flower arrangements are always 
lovely—those at Christmas were un- 
usual. A very Happy New Year to you 
and your family. 


Dear Mr. Phinney: 

Just a note to thank you for your 
work as custodian from day to day 
throughout the year. We are glad that 
Mrs. Phinney is so much better. 


Dear Mrs. Card: 

I've noticed that you shoulder a great 
deal of kitchen responsibility. We ap- 
preciate your generous service as well 
as that of those who assist you. 


Dear Herb: 

Thank you for taking care of the 
ushering at all of the services. Greeting 
the people and getting them comfort- 
ably seated is an important prelude to 
every service. 


Dear Whity: 

Just a note to express my apprecia- 
tion for your faithful work on the 
Every Member Canvass. 

Dear Ruth: 

A note of appreciation for your serv- 
ice as Church School Superintendent, 
which at times has taxed your strength 
I know. You surely have the cooperation 
of a fine staff of teachers. 


RE 


“JUST A LAYMAN” 

(continued from page 11) 
were, by definition, ministers.” For a 
non-ministering Christian, whether 


clergy or layman, is a contradiction in 
terms. 


Our Balcony Mentality 

We have left too much to the clergy 
and to the professionals. Too many lay- 
men have been just on-lookers with a 
“balcony mentality”. Also religion is not 
just confined to days of rest, but even 
more to days of work, where the “lay- 
minister” is in a unique position. Here 
laymen must share with laymen, both 
in and outside the church, and both on 
Sundays and on week-days. And in this, 
he who berates himself as . “just a 
layman” fails to see what a tre- 
mendous advantage he has over the 
clergyman. 

Unlike the minister, the layman has 
no personal stake in professionalism 
(paid to speak and serve.) His is 
nothing except that of conviction and 
faith. Thus, we need laymen, as of old 
and especially like those of Christ's days 
to preach, to witness, and thus carry the 
gospel. We need ordinary concerned 
Christians who come to see themselves 
not as “just a layman” . . . but as those 
who view their daily task as sacramental, 
with their work thereby glorified and 
their religion something vital—rather 
than just something separated from the 
common life. 

Indeed, to be “just a layman” is, after 
all, to be Christ's first choice as one of 
His disciples. 

Moreover, I write this personal testi- 
mony as one who holds an undergrad- 
uate degree from Carleton College and 
graduate professional degrees from 
Hartford Seminary Foundation and Co- 
lumbia University, who also has done 
further advanced studies in psychology, 
sociology and adult education at Har- 
vard and Boston University and there- 
fore as one who believes in the best pos- 
sible training for both ministers and 
laymen. 


bo 


THEY SAY, WHAT SAY THEY? 
LET THEM SAY 


(continued from page 4) 


have been included in your fine maga- 
zine. Secondly, if there is to be “no 
mixing of niggers and whites,” then I 
wonder where the coward who refused 
to attach his name to his un-Christian 
comment is going to spend eternity. 
Surely there will be those of all races 
included in God's eternal kingdom. 
Should any comments that I have 
made in this letter be printed in your 
paper, I should like for it to be known 
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that I am of white skin—lily white. 
Keep up the good work. 
H. R. Rickard 
Bell Gardens, California 


AIRLINES CLERGY BUREAU 
Dear Sir: 

You may be interested in knowing | 
about the reduced plane fares clergymen 
can get if they hold one of the cards of 
the Airlines Clergy Bureau, Municipal 
Airport, Sacramento, California. 

Item A on the application form says: 
“Such tickets will be good only on a 
space available basis. Reservations will 
not be made.” 

After this, the discounts which you 
can get at motels and hotels and at car 





rental agencies do not look very attrac- 
tive to me. 

While some airlines have been lined 
up, the bureau is negotiating with 
others, domestic and foreign, and their 
letter to me explains that the airlines 
want more ministers signed up and the 
ministers want more airlines negotiated 

As long as the clergy must stand | 
around some airline ticket counter and 
take the leavings, I can’t see that it | 
makes much much difference how many | 
lines are signed up or what the discount 
on the ticket is 

How can we make plans and keep ap- | 
pointments on this hitch-hiking basis? | 
As I see it, they have not gotten the | 
clergy any concession at all, but have | 
helped the airlines sell unoccupied space 
for one-half the regular fare, and this, it 
turns out, is money which that flight 
would not have otherwise earned the 
company. 

A great many clergymen travel by air 
a great deal, and many of them would 
be glad to save themselves and their 
churches some money. But it is just 
plain unrealistic to expect a clergyman | 
to stand around some airport until the | 
more affluent members of the commu- | 
nity are aboard and then, at the very | 
last minute, buy his ticket and hit the | 
red carpet. 

When we clergymen can ride as first- 
class citizens and make reservations like 
them, we will be interested in filling out 
forms and enclosing our checks for 
$12.50. 


William S$. Hockman 
Glens Falls, New York 
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The Pre-vacation Pay-up Envelope 











PRE-VACATION PAYMENT OF PLEDGES 


You will better enjoy your vacation if your weekly offering 
goes to church while you rest and play. Remember, there 
is no vacation from church expenses. 


Use this envelope to prepay your weekly pledge. Indicate 
the weeks for which payment is being made. If you prefer, 
fill the individual weekly envelopes and slip them into this 
larger container. Place all on the collection plate the lax 
Sunday before you go eway. 


Your name 





Address. ———————————————oow 


Account number on your Envelopes 





Total Amount Enclosed $ 


(CD) Uf you are not a pledged giver this container may be 
used for a special vacation gift to the church 


LEACH ASSOK CLEVELAND Ome 
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Reduced Facsimile Reproduction of the Pre-Payment Envelope 
ACTUAL SIZE: 34” x 6)” 
The church bills continue through the summer. 
Is it too much to ask that those who have made pledges give the 
money, in advance, before they leave for their vacations. This envelope 
shows the way. 
It is made of heavy kraft paper. Size is 344” x 644”. One can easily 
slip a half dozen regular contribution envelopes into it. 
Prices 
100 Pre-vacation Pay-Up Envelopes $1.25 
200 to 600, $1.15 per 100; 600 or more, $1.05 per 100 


WILLIAM H. LEACH ASSOCIATES 
P. O. Box 543 Cleveland 15, Ohie 


PORTRAYED on your 
BULLETIN COVERS! 


The Charm and Individuality of your Church is 
faithfully reflected on these impressive LOW-COST 
Bulletin Covers. A photograph of your Church 
is lithographed on the cover, with appropriate 
wording. Back page can have your directory or may 
be left blank. Shipped flat—8 2 x 11 inches, for 
local printing or duplicating equipment. 


If you use 75 per week or more, these Bulletin 
Covers are practical and the cost remarkably low. 
For full information, samples, and prices, write 
DON K. COWAN. 


SPALDING PUBLISHERS 


1020 West 94th Street Chicago 20, Illinois 





The Preacher’s Barrel 


had almost finished a strenuous week. 

Four funerals, three weddings, and 
six hospital visits that had entailed 
travel of two hundred miles. These 
duties, with other pastoral emergencies, 
and the usual routine, had left me ‘weary 
of well doing’ by the time Friday rolled 
around. On that day I was hailed on the 
street by one of my parishioners, a re- 
tired business man. 

“You've been the busy one this week, 
parson, guess we'll get a couple of old 
stagers of sermons this Sunday.” 

Had it been anyone else I'd probably 
have countered the remark with re- 
partee suitable for the occasion, but this 
particular individual I have always dis- 
liked, so I glared at him. “Meaning 
what?” 

He snickered slyly. “You'll be digging 
into the barrel for a couple of old ser- 
mons for Sunday. Well, I won't be in 
church to suffer in silence. I'm leaving 
for the south, and warm beaches for the 
rest of the winter. Cheer up, parson, Au- 
gust will soon roll around and you'll be 
going on your vacation. Pretty soft, a 
month a year, with pay.” 

It was probably the ill humor he had 
roused in me, or merely a clash of per- 
sonalities, but I retorted tactlessly. 

“We shall miss your generous weekly 
offering, and the snores from your pew 
Bur if you really want to avoid a cork- 
ing hot climate for your eternal vaca- 
tion you'd better begin to realise your 
responsibilities to the church.” 

I just could nor resist this barb for I 
knew the extent of his magnanimity to 
suppose it was human 
weakness On my part to even mention 
such things, but I was constantly irked 
by his hackneyed reminder that a parson 
worked but one day a week. So I let him 
have the full load of buckshot. 

He was so astonished at my verbal at- 
tack that he said nothing in reply, just 
shrugged and stamped away, and | 


God's cause. I 


couldn't care less. Too bad the clergy 
haven't a Union to look after their in- 
terests for certainly few congregations 
do. Yet what this man had said set me 
thinking seriously. The preacher's 
barrel, sure I had such a container. 
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This article tells of what happens 
to most sermons after they are 
preached—into a barrel they go. Old 
stagers can be used again and again, 
but unlike the widow's cruse cf oil, 
the barre! is not inexhaustible. 











What clergyman hasn't? They are 
handy to have around. The barrel, 
wherein lies its origin in the dim ages 
of ecclesiastical mistiness. Who knows? 
Probably the idea originated with cer- 
tain of the clergy who had a reputation 
for not staying too long in any one con- 
gregation. Each Sunday after the ser- 
mons were preached, they were popped 
into a nebulous barrel. Then when the 
supply was exhausted in that particular 
church, the lid went on, and so did the 
preacher, to new pastures. 

On arrival at another church the 
barrel was unloaded with the other 
furniture, reversed, and the contents be- 
gan another round in the ecclesiastical 
ring. A minister's length of sojourn in 
one place often depended on his supply 
of verbal ammunition. 

Most church people are cognizant of 
all this, and joke with the preacher 
abour it, but what they do not know is 
the circumstances that drives the clergy 
to dip into the barrel. A week so filled 
with demands on their time that there 
is not a chance to compose a new ser- 
mon. Unless of course they are willing 
to depend on a sudden heaven-sent in- 
spiration, right up to the moment of 
going into the pulpit. 

One parson tried this out with no 
great measure of success. Fishing around 
cautiously for some favorable reaction 
after the service, he timorously inquired 
of an old timer what he had thought of 
the message. 

At the same time proclaiming proudly 
that until the moment of going into the 
pulpit he hadn't an earthly idea of what 
he was going <o talk about. Then sud- 
denly the Lord had hit him with a ser- 
mon. His ego was considerably deflated 
when the old timer looked quizzically at 
him and chuckled, “Too bad the Lord 
hadn't hit you a little harder than He 
did, parson.” 


There are certain sermons a preacher 
uses again and again. Special day dis- 
courses, Easter, Mother's Day, Christ- 
mas, these are perennial occasions. It is 
also the custom to make a notation on 
the manuscript the date preached, 
amount of stipend received; where, if 
one is a visiting guest minister. A col- 
league once remarked to me that one of 
his cracker jack sermons had netted him 
to date six hundred dollars and was as 
gocd for as much again. 

It was this same preacher that one 
night I dropped in surreptitiously to 
listen to, when I was visiting in a 
strange city, and saw him listed in a 
newspaper as the distinguished guest 
minister, at a certain influential church. 
He was waxing forth with his custom- 
ary fervor about the evils of alcohol 
when he made the delectable faux pas 
He thumped the pulpirc exclaiming 
vociferously, “I have seen the most de- 
plorable results of chronic alcoholism in 
this city of Abbeyville.” 

The joke was that the city he was 
preaching in was not called Abbeyville. 
To those quick enough to discern the 
mistake it was apparent he was using 
an old stager. When I brought it to his 
attention after the service his face was 
a study in consternation. 

“Did I really say that? I never noticed 
I composed that sermon seven years ago 
when I was minister in Abbeyville, and 
there was a big drive on by the dry 
forces at that time. | wonder how many 
caught on to my slip tonight.” 

“Not too, many,” I smilingly assured 
him. “Most of them were dozing, prob- 
ably dreaming of the alcoholic nightcap 
they were going to enjoy. But it would 
be a good idea the next time you preach 
that sermon to change the locale, just 
in case you might be preaching in a 
“dry” area. 

It would be unfortunate if church- 
goers misunderstood several things about 
the preacher's barrel. It is not like the 
widow's cruse of oil; it cannot be ever- 
lastingly drawn upon as nourishment for 
his own mind, or the mind of others 
There comes a time when the minister 
cringes over his earlier efforts at ser- 
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monizing, when he cannot help but say- 
ing with Sc. Paul, “When I was a child, 
I thought as a child.” With maturity 
comes enlightenment. 

While in the earlier days of his pas- 
corate he was complimented by people 
leaving the church who shook his hand 
warmly, saying, “You did well today, 
parson,” he cannot help but feel now 
that allowance was made for age and in- 
experience. Nor least of all perhaps the 
ong thing that merited approval of the 
discourse was sincerity. People will for- 
give a preacher many things if only he 
is sincere. 

As for the same sermons preached 
again on request strange things can 
happen. A year ago I preached a ser- 
mon. I was not particularly fussy about 
it, but one lady stayed behind to com- 
pliment me. She had derived such com- 
fort and consolation from my message, 
she beamed. Also she implored me to 
preach it again sometime in order that 


| others might benefit from my inspired 


thoughts as she had done that day 

A month ago I preached that same 
sermon, and that same lady was present. 
I put my best efforts into it while | 
watched the lady carefully. She coughed, 
stared at the windows, blew her nose, 
sighed, yawned, looked at her watch, 
shook it to see if it had stopped, even 


| snatched forty winks. After the service, 


on my way to the door to greet the 
congregation on leaving, as I passed her 
pew I whispered for her to remain be- 
hind for a minute, that I wanted to 
speak to her. 


It's queer how suspicious church folks 


| get when you request to see them after 


the service 

They wonder if they have been dis- 
covered in a misdeed, or perhaps you 
might want them to do a piece of 
church work; invariably, the guard is 
up. I smiled at her pleasantly and merely 
inquired how she had liked the sermon 
She grunted, shuffled her feet, and 
blinked owlishly at me, as she tightened 
her lips. 

“Do you really want the ctruch, 
Reverend?” 

“Certainly.” 

“Well, I was never so bored in my 
life. You can do much better than that.” 





When I reminded her that she had 
raved over that same sermon just a year | 


previously, and had even asked me to | 


| 


preach it again, she looked like I had | 


accused her of being akin to the woman 


of Samaria. She would have liked to call | 


me a liar, but left hurriedly withour a 
word. 
(please turn to page 62) 





ERIMOUNT 


enduring quality for 
your house of worship 


PEWS~ CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


TRADITIONAL — 
CONTEMPORARY 


~~ 


a 


DURA- 
CUSHION 
PEWING 


DESIGN SERVICE 
WITHOUT 
OBLIGATION 


Write for details and literature 


Dept. 100 


AMERIMOUNT 
CHURCH FURNITURE COMPANY 


MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 


‘ a . “a 
CLARK’S “Unitype 
ESTABLISHED 1914 
The nome “Unitype” hos for almost 50 
yeors stood for exclusive perfection ond 
long faithful service. 


OUTDOOR BULLETIN BOARDS 


A selection of 48 models 
for wall, or brick 
enclosures In beovtitul 
bronzed -copper 

Also two designs ¢ 


lown 


ond letters to 5 
Fully descr 24 pose 
catalog on request 


MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES 


pive 


Many smoll sizes of perfectly machine en 
graved gift and memoriol plotes for marking 
vorious appointments . also lorger sizes 
of cast bronze plates ond tablets oll 
moderotely priced 
Folder 8-60 lists prices on 
over 150 sizes sent on request 


ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 


Impelling in Reverence 
Beautiful — Inspiring 
for Chancel or Altar 

and Outside Wall 
Hond fabricated of bross 
Ask for Folder C-8 


W. L. CLARK COMPANY, 
Manufacturers of “Unitype” Products 
56 Lafayette St. Mew York (3, &. Y. 





tie 





39 





Priming 


the Preacher’s Pump 


David A. MacLennan‘ 


is the difference between a 
address 


“WW hat 


sermon, a 
and a meditation?” asked a thoughtful 
theological student recently. We had 
been discussing sermon structure, plans, 
outlines and what in certain industries 
would be called “components.” This 
student had enjoyed a year at Boston 
University and while there had profited 
greatly by the unusually deep, search- 
ing pulpit ministry of Dean Howard 
Thurman. Dr. Thurman's meditations in 
chapel had deepened the student's own 
consecration to Christ and confirmed his 
choice of the parish ministry as his vo- 
cation. To answer the question we 
looked up the Oxford English Diction- 
ary which in its so-called “shorter” edi- 


lecture, an 


tion consists of two massive volumes 
Three meanings are given. (1) “The 
action, or an act, of meditating; serious 
and sustained reflection or mental con- 
templation.” This kind of meditation 
engages the mind and imagination of 
statesmen in this twisted and explosive 
era, or so we devoutly hope. (2) “spe- 
cifically in religious use: the continuous 
application of the mind to the con 
templation of some religious truth, mys 
tery, or subject of reverence, as a de 


votional exercise.” Here the religious 
mystic, Christian or non-Christian, en- 
gages in what some manuals and spirit- 
ual directors describe as mental prayer 
“I look at Him, He looks at me”, said 
the French peasant in the story of the 
Curé d'Ars. This is prayer as com- 
munion, adoration, contemplation. It is 
one of the most difficult kinds of prayers 
for us who are affected greatly by our 
extraverted, jumpy, jerky western cul- 
to (3) that we direct our 
attention here: “A 


or spoken, of a meditative character.” 


ture. It is 
discourse, written 

My fellow-student agreed that Chris- 
tian preaching must include this third 
kind of meditation. Youth worship serv- 


*Minister, Brick Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, New York. Instructor in Homi- 
letics, Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. 
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ices, or brief services of worship for 
folk of any age or all ages; Communion 
seasons,—these would seem to be 
among the most strongly indicated oc- 
casions for a meditation upon some 
facet of the Gospel. After our discussion 
I opened the recent book by Professor 
James T. Cleland, Dean of the Chapel 
and professor of preaching at Duke Uni- 
versity Divinity School. It is entitled 
Wherefore Art Thou ( Abing- 
don Press $2.50) and sub-titled “Medi- 
tations on the Lord's Supper.” In his 


Come? 


thoughtfully written and extensive dis- 
cussion in the epilogue, this popular 
teacher and preacher defines meditation 
as “a form of address delivered at a 
service of corporate worship and marked 
by three characteristics 
as (a) determined by specific events 


in the church year; (b) aimed at con- 


These he lists 


firming and renewing Christian faith 
and devotion rather than in teaching 
(c) marked by 
greater brevity than even a con 
brief Cle- 


land's answer to the specific question is 


some new truth, and 


temporaneous sermon. Dr 


characteristic of this witty American 


Scot ‘as long as a piece of string’ 

that is, just long enough to do the job 
required of it some eight to twelve 
minutes in duration.” (pages 136, 138) 
Prof. Cleland is convinced that medita- 
tions should replace sermons not only 
in services of Holy Communion ( it may 
be given then either before or after the 
actual administration and partaking), 
but on Warchnight, Christmas Day, 
Good Friday, Thanksgiving Day and 
Easter Sunday. Wisely our teacher in- 
sists that a meditation contain only one 
idea, and that it be delivered in a tone 
of dignified conversation. You may be 
helped by reading Dr. Cleland’s medita- 
tions. There are eighteen in the book 
published by Abingdon Press, all of 
them suggestive. His illustration of his 
mother’s reason for attending the Lord's 
Supper (“Our Lord asked his friends 
not to forget him. I am one of his 


friends. I do not forget him.” ) is remi- 
niscent of the story in one of Ian Mac- 
Laren’s (John Watson's) stories where 
the tongue-tied young woman finally 
told the Elders who were examining her 
reasons for being admitted to the Table 
“It was the last thing he ‘askit’ of his 
friends.” 


Sermon Seeds 


|. When Silence Is Eloquent. As June 
comes on with its birdsong and whisper- 
ing foliage, we are also conscious of the 
silent ways in which living things grow 
up through soil and from shrubs and 
trees. If you have not preached recently 
on the sacrament of silence, you might 
of sermon 
ideas, the Interpreter’s Bible. True, there 
are famous sermons by Leslie D 
Weatherhead, and George A. Buttrick 
(“The Sound of Silence”), but in vol- 
and 8 of famous 
mentary, the treatment of certain verses 


turn to a familiar source 


umes this com- 
in the Gospels provide suggestions for a 


(1) When Herod 


questioned him at some length” (Luke 


sermon. Consider 
23:9) “But he made no answer.” What 
could Jesus say to “that fox” that would 
reach him, change him, or even shake 
him? The late great Scottish preacher, 
Dr. A. J. Gossip, who did the exposition 
refers to Isaiah 53:7 and says of this re- 
sponse of silence by Jesus, “In this in- 
stance the silence of suffering love be- 
comes a judicial silence.” 

Is it the silence Christians should 
maintain when we cannot “speak the 
same language” with those who are 
completely “sub-Christian” or “anti- 
then 
that the Spirit inspires us to “speak” 


Christian” or unreasonable? Is it 


through the word of our life? 

(2) There is the silence Jesus main- 
tained when he was accused falsely. 
Matthew 27:12-14 
accused by the chief priests and elders, 
he made no answer. Then Pilate said to 
him, ‘Do you not hear many things they 


‘But when he was 
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testify against you?’ But he gave him no 
answer, not even to a single charge; so 


that the governor wondered greatly.” A | 
story from a British army general in | 
World War Il reports his conversation | 


with the then prime minister of Bri- 
tain. Summoned to the government 
head's office he was relieved of his 
command. Recounting the experience 
later he said, “There was nothing more 
to be said and I said nothing.” Is this 
the silence of resignation, of acceptance 
of the inevitable, of quiet protest against 
injustice or unfairness? Can you think 
of a contemporary illustration of how 
silence, even of non-resistance, can be 
not only eloquent but powerful enough 
to topple an ancient, deeply entrenched 
system off its foundation? 

(3) There is the silence of God's 
presence. Recall 1 Kings 19:12—"and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire; and after the fire 
a still small voice.” You will recall also 
the permissible translation of the last 
four words of that sentence: “a voice 


of gentle stillness.” Here Buttrick’s ser- | 


mon (is it in the anthology edited by 


Andrew W. Blackwood, The Protestant 


Pulpit?) will furnish insight and pos- 
sibly an illustration. President-emeritus 
Wilbour Eddy Saunders of Colgate Ro- 
chester Divinity School in one of his 
last chapel talks before retirement this 
year recalled a fellow-student at Cam- 
bridge University who declared that the 
most significant lines in any poem in 
our language occur in Whittier’s famil- 
iar hymn, “Dear Lord and Father of 
mankind.” The lines are, 


. . the silence of Eternity 
Interpreted by Love.” 

Can you take the sermon idea from here, 
“exegete” the passages and make the 
truth walk down the aisle into the pew 
and hearts of your people? There is an- 
other haunting verse in the book of the 
Revelation, chapter 8, verse 1. Here is 
the translation as given in the recently 
published The New English Bible (Ox- 
ford University Press, Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 1961): “Now when the 
Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was 
silence in heaven for what seemed half 
an hour.” Exegesis will help but imagi- 
nation will help even more to let that 
word bring a word of God to heads and 
hearts bombarded by unlimited decibels 
of sound in 1961! 


Il. Rascality: Case for the Defence. 


Scripture: Luke 16: 1-9. In the parable | 


of the Unjust Steward the astonishing 


fact to many readers or hearers of the | 
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story is that Jesus, the Lord of life, the 
supreme teacher of ethics, should ap- 
plaud a double-crossing rogue! In your 
study of the parable you will realize 
that Luke appears to have attacked notes 
for three possible sermons on this story 
The main thrust, according to the best 
of our New Testament scholars (J. Jer- 
emias, C. H. Dodd, A.M. Hunter, to 
mention only three, all of whom are on 
the other side of the Atlantic) is this 
Jesus is praising the resourcefulness of 
the dishonest estate manager. It is a 
parable, not an allegory. Therefore we 
are not warranted in assuming that the 
“lord” or “master” is God or Christ, or 
that Jesus is condoning and even 
praising the owner or the steward 
What he is doing is praising the ste- 
ward's shrewdness, his resourcefulness. 
He is saying, “Oh, that my followers 
were as practical and as prudent in 
God's affairs as these worldly pagans are 
in their business!” If only Christians in 
our churches today were as keen on their 
faith 
dustrialists are in their affairs! Look up 


and service as businessmen, in- 
Jesus’ saying in Matthew 10:16, where 
Jesus sent his disciples out on mission 
“as sheep among wolves, to be as wise 
as serpents and as harmless as doves.” A 
sermon on this parable might well 
shake the complacent churchgoer, the 
overly conservative churchmember. In 
the kind of resourcefulness Jesus praised 
there must be these three characteristics 
(1) farsightedness. The estate manager 
really planned for a future in which he 
had no job, a bad record, and an un- 
certain prospect. Do we Christians plan 
ahead, for our church, our mission? (2 ) 


The dishonest used imagina- 
tion. Imagination may be devilish or 


productive of great good. What about 


manager 


its use in modern business, for example 
in advertising? Can we not learn from 
the so-called “worldling’? What about 
our “packaging” (!)?, our presentation 
of what the church and Gospel have to 
offer modern people? (3) Determined 
persistence in the face of adversity and 
apparent failure marked this rascal of 
long ago. Says a billboard “Outdoor Ad- 
vertising is Persistent”. Are Christians? 
Yet we are to placard, to publish, to 
proclaim God's glorious Good News, 
and make people want it. Among num- 
erous books where such a sermon may 
find enrichment are those of Hillyer 
Straton, Bishop Gerald Kennedy, Ronald 
S. Wallace, J. Jeremias—all of them on 
the parables of the gospels. 


ll. Why Jesus? Text from Matthew 


28, 29 (The New English Bible )— 


“When Jesus had finished this discourse 
(the sermon on the mount), the people 
were astounded at his teaching; unlike 
their own teachers he taught with a note 
of authority.” Not long ago in a religion 
and life week at a fine womens college 
in the southwest I had an intelligent, 
personable girl “counsel” with me. She 
came from a Christian home. Bluntly 
she stated her problem. “I believe in 
God, and in the good life, but why 
Jesus? I cannot see why I need him for 
faith, or what right he has to exercise 
any imagined or real authority over me 

What is the authority of Jesus? George 
Buttrick 
in the Interpreter's Bible 
You can use his points 
without plagiarism, particular if you 
give credit however briefly. “A brother 


has the skeleton of a sermon 
( Volume 


pp 335. 330) 


preacher has said”, “Dr. George Butt- 
that the authority of 
look at 
claim”, etc. Here are the four claims 
(1) He spoke like a king, but a king 
without a kingdom they could see, and 
credentials. What 
authority? “He had the 
authority of Scribes babbled 


He meditated in silence on the wisdom 


rick has written 


Jesus is four-fold. Let us this 


without was the 
secret of his 


silence 


of his forerunners until he made it his 
own, and added something new to it 
2) He had the authority of love. Why 

did children love to play with him? 
Why did he have compassion on the 
multitudes? Why did common folk hear 
Why did he go to Calvary? 

(3) Christ had the authority of life 
Not as the Said 

brother-minister, explaining his success 


him gladly? 


scribes one of a 
There are twenty years of holy life be- 
hind every sermon.” (4) Christ had au- 
thority from God. Deeper than his hu- 
man personality lay the spring of his 
life, his truth, his power. (5) Yet with 
all this authority Jesus failed. He was 
crucified. His life and teaching needed 
his death and resurrection to probe into 
mind and conscience and life and liber- 
ate human beings from ignorance, fear, 
sin, death. All power is now given to 
him. He reigns, even ‘though not in 
every life and nation. “He must reign.” 

IV. Oasis in the Desert. Text—Jere- 
miah 31:2—"“The people found 
grace in the wilderness.” If you have 
visited the middle East you have been 
impressed by the proximity of the 
desert or wilderness to green patches of 
land, villages and cities. If you know 
southern California you must also have 
been impressed and even fascinated 
by the used 
in irrigation projects can transform 
the desert into farms and gardens. 


way man’s ingenuity 
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But always the desert is near. In 
life our journey takes us through 
arid, barren patches, sometimes over 
what seem interminably long stretches 
of wilderness. It is the assurance of the 
biblical faith that God provides grace 
in the wilderness. He gives us oases in. 
the desert. The Rev. George B. Duncan, 
an imaginative and effective Christian 
preacher serving through the Church of 
Scotland writes that this memorable text 
in Jeremiah speaks of (1) desolate 
place, a place of dreariness, a place of 
death, a place of danger. It also was (2) 
A path that was dreaded. Why? Because 
(a) of the loneliness of the way. (b) 
the hardness of the way. (c) the empti- 
ness of the way. But if this were all, the 
text would offer little to fortify and 
encourage us. Therefore, it is not only a 
desolate place and a place that was 
dreaded, but it was (3) A_ provision 
that was discovered. “The people found 
grace in the wilderness.” Mr. Duncan is 
sure that there are three things to bse 


to be 


These are (a) a 


found in God's word associated 
the wilderness 
daily Remember the manna 
in the wilderness? (b) the divine pres 
ence Exodus 13:18, 21. and (c) 
the definite purpose. See the story in 


Acts | where the angel gives Philip a 


with 
prov sion 


See 


commission to go south through desert 
land. “What God's purpose is for you 
and me in the wilderness I cannot begin 
to say; but this I do know, there is a 
purpose, which if hidden to us at the 
moment is clear to the mind of God, 
and for which one day we shall thank 
God as we find ourselves in the number 
of people who ‘found grace in the 
wilderness 

It seems highly probable that you will 
find in this brother minister's outline a 
suggestive plan for a helpful word of 
God to transmit to people who often 
find themselves as in a desert with little 
grace, human or divine, visible 


Parson’s Book- 
of-the-Month 


The Treasury of Family Fun by 
Nancy Cleaver. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J. pp. 434. $4.95 Ad- 
jectives favored by enthusiastic blurb 
writers are in order in describing this 
book 
arranged, comprehensive, clear, useful 
Knowing the danger of wallowing in 
purple praise, I asked a judicious direc- 
tor of Christian education to appraise 
this book by the gifted wife of a United 
Church of Canada minister (The Rev 
Arnold Mathews of Winnipeg, Mani- 


sparkling, refreshing, attractively 
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toba ). Here is what Miss Jean McDoug- 
all jotted down after spending several 
hours going through this unsually in- 
teresting compilation of “indoor and 
outdoor activities, ideas and projects for 
every month of the year”: 


“Fine Christian philosophy of 
family relationships interspersed 
with many practical and origi- 
nal suggestions. Readable all the 
way through, as parents and others 
working with children will find. 

Might be previewed in church 

parents’ groups. New ideas are 

here, eg. ‘how about Grandparents’ 

Day?’ Practical: pamphlets and 

books suggested throughout the 

script and at the end. In form it is 
clear; eye-catching titles, eg. ““May 

I bake?’ Especially good are brief 

and practical suggestions such as 

‘grace before meals’ (page 81), 

“Ways to interest your children in 

the Bible. (page 245). I like the 

book very much and noted some 
good resources for our television 
program for littl children and 
their mothers. May I borrow it 
back?” 
If that appraisal doesn’t make you want 
to buy this book, and have it bought 
for your church library, I give up! 

Of making many books to instruct 
those about to be married or those who 
are bogged down in a failing marriage, 
there is no end. Among the best is the 
one published by Prentice-Hall Inc., 
Englewood Cliffs, N. J. last November 
(1960). Entitled Premarital Counsel 
ing: A Manual for Ministers it is by the 
Rev. J. Kenneth Morris. While high in 
price doubtless to sales 


( due limited 


appeal because it is aimed at us)— 
$5.25, it is worth it. We may have many 


books about 


and use some of them to follow up such 


marriage on our shelves, 
counseling as may do with engaged 
couples. I acknowledge my debt to such 
writers as Van de Velde, Butterfield, the 
Duvalls, Leland Foster Wood, to men- 
tion a few. But here is a book for clergy- 
men which is equivalent to a semester 
course on the subject. Written clearly, 
sympathetically, and with an obvious 
fund of knowledge and experience to 


upon, book 


reader to the need, and to the methods 


draw this introduces the 


of meeting it. The analyses of inter- 
views, the discussion of personality 
necds, difficult areas of adjustment, sex 
instruction for marriage, are done with 
integrity, clarity and Christian wisdom 
In addition there are useful appendices 
containing statements by representative 
denominations, and a marriage informa- 
tion form which many pastors will use 
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to copy and use. Dr. Morris has done us 
all a service in providing a book which 
lives up to the claim on the jacket: “A 
psychologically and theologically 
oriented guide to Christian marriage.” 


Quotable Quotes 

Beget in us a thirst for thy presence. 
Kindle in us the impulse to pray. Tear 
out our pride; rip away our fear; and 
persuade us to kneel in our need that 
we may rise in thy strength 

In this nation grant that we may 
show our love for thee by working 
loyally toward justice in every touch of 
man upon his fellow man. 

In this church grant that we may 
willingly become a part of that body 
wherein again the Lord is made flesh 
and dwells on the earth—Roy Pearson 
in Hear our Prayer, page 60. 

On one occasion, when a preacher 
was marrying a young couple, he put 
the usual question: “Wilt thou have 
this man to be thy wedded husband, to 
live together after God's ordinance in 
the holy estate of matrimony?” The 
answer was not the usual shy, soft “I 
will”, but a firm, clear reply: “Yes sir, 
that’s what I came here for.” I like that 
spirit and I wish we might have it when 
we come to the communion table. Will 
you accept this gift? Yes, we will accept 
it with humble thanksgiving, for we 
came here knowing something of its 
priceless wonder—Bishop Gerald 
Kennedy in Communion Messages 
edited by Mead, page 75. 

All nations are “under God” whether 
they acknowledge it or not. We are 
either under the sword of His judgment 
or under the canopy of His grace. The 
prayer of George Whitfield could well 
be ours: “Lord, when Thou seest me in 
danger of nestling, put a thorn in my 
nest to prevent me.”"—D. Reginald 
Thomas in Love So Amazing, page 72 

Auden goes on to conclude; “But for 
our time the distance of God may be 
something he wishes us to learn.” What 
I wish to put into your minds, that it 
may stay there through the years, is this 
whereas a near, friendly God may give 
you comfort and help when you need it, 
the God of the cosmos and the universe 
who is not like you, brief in time and 
years; not like you, subject to sin and 
evil and mistake, but everlastingly good 
and eternal, gives you a home, and the 
security that only a home can give. The 
very face that he is so far from you 


means that he is able to surround you 
and your life, and that you—your birth, 
your life, your death—are cradled as it 
were, in the reality of God whom no 
man can completely understand or com- 
prehend, but in whom he can put his 
trust."—Theodore Parker Ferris, in The 
New Life, page 130. 


O Lord, who hast taught us that the 
love of money is the root of all evil, 
teach us to care for what money can buy 
—not security but opportunity, not 
withdrawal from the world but a fuller 
participation within it, not prestige but 
use. Help us to handle all the goods of 
life in the same spirit as thy Son, who, 
out of his poverty made many rich— 
Acts of Worship by W. B. J. Martin, 
page 187 


Teach us, good Lord, in our days of 
rest, to put our worship and prayer first, 
and may we never let the services of the 
church be crowded out of our lives 
Keep before us the vision of Thy dear 
Son, Jesus Christ, who in His boyhood 
days worshiped with His family, and 
may that vision inspire us and all men 
to unite as members of the Church Uni- 
versal in witness, in worship and in 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen.—Prayers for the Family by Jose- 
phine and Christopher Bunch, pages 
49, 50 


Jest for the Parson 

“Some years ago,” wrote Dean Roy 
Pearson in his introduction to Hear our 
Prayer, “I read about a tall and talented 
gentleman who suddenly appeared in a 
little western town to prepare for the 
coming of a circus. He got the Boy 
Scouts to sponsor the affair. The local 
hotel saved twenty rooms for circus of- 
ficials. A grocery store ordered a hun- 
dred pounds of frankfurters. The Coca 
Cola Company delivered dozens of cases 
of its product. A truckload of hay was 
dumped on the green to feed the ele- 
phants. The tall and talented gentleman 
himself sold two hundred and fifty 
dollars worth of advertising for the 
circus program, and while he was work- 
ing at it, the horel donated his room, a 
restaurant supplied his board, and two 
doctors who treated him got free passes 
to the show as their fees for their serv 
ices. Then the man left town. But the 
circus never came, and the grocer with 
the hundred pound of frankfurters 
voiced the town’s opinion. “That guy 


sure could talk!” he said.” 
> >. > 
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NEW BOOKS 


THEOLOGY 
JAPANESE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHRIS- 
TIAN THEOLOGY, by Carl Michalson. The 
Westminster Press. 192 pages. $3.95. 

Here is a book which should be of real 
help in developing a truly ecumenical view- 
theology. It must be admitted that 
up until now systematic interpretation of 
Christian truth and thought has been almost 
dominated by Western theolo 
gians and traditions. If the younger churches 
are to enter into heritage as full members 
of the world church, they must come bear 
ing their own gifts of understanding and 
insight. Dr. Michalson gives strong support 
to the possibility that when this happens 
Japanese scholars will be far in the van 

[he author is professor of systematic 
theology at Drew Seminary, and his experi- 
ence in Japan is limited to a year's lecture- 
two of her great schools, Tokyo 
Theological Seminary and Aoyama 
Gakiun University. While there he used a 
method of study which might well be used 
in other lands. He had Japanese professors 
and students who were skilled in English read 
to him from the significant writings of 
Japanese scholars 


point on 


completely 


ship in 
Union 


There are four major strands of Japanese 
thought. The first is what the 
author "he Theology of Biblical In 
terpretation." Two names represent this 
Perhaps the most significant per 
is Zenda Watanabe, theologian of 
the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in 
Japan), whose theological interpretation 
of the Bible is based on thoroughly modern 
methods of biblical study. Also representative 
of this approach is Kanzo Uchimura, founder 
of the Mukyokai movement. This movement 
is completely outside of the church. Its name 
literally Non-Church It denies 
rootage in the claims fel 


Christian 
calls 


sc he ” | 
manently 


means 
Reformation and 
lowship in Bible study only 

other strands are referred to as 
Theology ot Christian Existence” and “The 
ology of the Time of Love.” Both are rather 
uniquely Japanese and penetratingly 


Christian 


Two 


The Maturity of 
things as 


The closing chapter, on 
Japanese Theology,” sutdies such 
nihilism, aesthetic detachment, and the 
sumarai tradition as influences on Japanese 
Christian thought. The study of how such 
influences color Christian thinking and tra 
ditions may help us to see how our thought 
and traditions have been colored by our cul 
ture and history. It may well be, as the 
author suggests, that Japanese theologians 
will help build the ultimate bridge which 
will close the gap from Jerusalem, Rome, 
Wittenberg, and Geneva to Tokoyo and 
other parts of the “younger” Christian world 

C.M.D 
RELIGION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, by 
Robert H. Pfeiffer. Harper & Brothers. 27 
pages. $6.00. 

This book, edited from an unburnished 
manuscript left by the late professor of 
Hebrew at Harvard, is a naturalistic account 
of the religious life described in the Old 
Testament. More accurately, perhaps, it is 
an account which presupposes that the critical 
reconstruction of the Old Testament, in a 
rather radical form, is entitled to unquestion 


40 


ing acceptance, and this reconstruction is 
taken as the basis for the study. Thus the 
stories of the patriarchs are brushed aside as 
completely unhistorical. Moses is the founder 
of Israel and of Israelitic religion, although 
many of the things reported concerning him 
reveal “a dogmatic disregard of the sad 
facts or reality The prophets, maintains 
the author, were “preaching a new religion, 
although he concedes that they were wholly 
unaware of this and “were convinced that 
they were simply purifying the existing faith 
and worship by eliminating Canaanite and 
other abuses and by returning to the un 
adulterated beliefs and practices of the time 
of Moses.” The question arises whether it 
might not be that their judgment 
sounder than that of an armchair critic 2600 
years later. Inevitably one’s evaluation of this 
book will depend upon whether or not he is 
willing to accept the author's iconoclastic 
approach 

The volume does reveal the detailed at 
tention that the author paid to the Old 
Testament text, and it contains a great num 
ber of interesting and helpful insights 

Included in this book is a comprehensive 
bibliography of Dr. Pfeiffer's books, articles, 
and reviews 


was 


LS 


THE CHURCH 
LIFE IN THE CHURCH, by 
Harper & Brothers. 155 


Robert 
pages. 


NEW 
A. Raines. 
$3.00. 
GOD’S MISSION—AND OURS, by Eugene 
L. Smith. Abingdon Press. 169 pages. $3.25. 
There are several indications that many 
American churchmen believe there is a press 
ing need for the church to examine itself, its 
purpose, and methods of implementing that 
purpose. One evidence of this growing con 
cern is the flow of books that are addressed 
These two are welcome addi 
Written by Method 


only a tew 


to this subject 
tions to the growing list 
ist clergymen and published 
weeks apart, they emphasize many of the 
same concerns. Both authors that 
many of the problems of today’s church can 
be solved from an increased reliance on the 
Holy Spirit. Both speak from what might 
be described as a _ post-liberal theological 
perspective. Both believe that the church's 
primary purpose is mission, not the per 
petuation of an institution. Both emphasize 
the need for a new vitality in the church 
Both believe the outreach of the church is 
determined by the depth of belief in the 
church's members 

Despite these similarities the two books 
are quite different in subject matter. Dr 
Smith, who is general secretary of the Di 
vision of World Missions of The Methodist 
Church, looks at the total Christian world 
mission and concludes that the life of the 
church rests on a vital concern for missions 
The evidence for this theory is supplied by 
his discussion of the challenge of Islam to 
Christianity in the seventh century—and the 
challenge of Communism in the twentieth 
century. This is clearly the major contribu- 
tion of the book, and this one chapter is 
worth the price of the book. By comparison 
the balance of the volume is trite and pe 
dantic many themes, which have re 


believe 


Too 


ceived better treatment elsewhere, are covered 
tco hurriedly 

By contrast, Robert Raines, pastor of a 
Methodist church in suburban Cleveland, 
Ohio, concentrates on the concept of mission 
as it has developed in one suburban con 
gregation 

The author spends the first half of the 
book poiiting out that Americans today lack 
a detined purpose—thus setting the stage for 
story of how oimonia groups 
resulted in new life for one local church 
Quite simply the author suggests that the 
basic purpose of the church today is to con 
vert Christians (and others) into 
aposties of Christ. The best way to accom 
plish this is through Bible-studying fellow 
ship groups. Mr. Raines supports this as 
sertion by a review of the success of these 
koinonia groups in his church 
a tremendous and 
overflowing with vitality and urgency. It 
reads like a letter from a Christian church 
seeking to bring all of the world under the 
discipline of discipleship 

The implications of this “experiment 
are most interesting. The concept of 
fellowship groups within a local church has 
been attacked because it does not conform to 
current Protestant practices (although it cer 
tainly is in the tradition of John Wesley! ) 
result in a church within a church, 
levels of church membership 
well be churches in which this 
idea would prove unworkable. It would re- 
quire some radical changes in intradenomi 
national relationships. It might revolutionize 
our current concepts of the size and nature 
of the physical plant needed by a local con 
gregation. On the other hand, widespread 
adoption of £oinonia groups in local churches 
might provide the leaven necessary for 
achieving a new life in the church. This per 
Suasive account ot the experience in one 
congregation is offered as an answer to those 
who questions whether the church can renew 
within 


his dramatic 


nominal 


This is thrilling story, 


aiso 


such 


and may 
or in two 
There may 


itself from 


L.E.S 


JE! 
NAZARETH, by Gunther Born- 


kamm. Harper & Brothers. 239 pages. $4.00. 
This book, by the professor of New Testa 


JESUS OF 


University of Heidelberg, Ger 
acclaimed in this country 
by leading American scholars as “much the 
best presentation of Jesus that we have, 
the new quest for the historical Jesus,” and 
an event in the intellectual history of our 
tume Competent scholars for some time 
have known that the nature of the sources 
does not permit us «& paint a biographical 
picture of the life of Jesus against a back 
ground of the history of his people and his 
age. The Gospels are not lives of Jesus, but 
simply memoirs. We do not know enough 
about the historical Jesus to write a life of 
Jesus. Paul and the authors of other New 
Testament writings apparently knew ex 
tremely little of the detail which is known to 
us from the Gospels 

We know much more about the teach- 
ing of Jesus than we know about the bi- 
ography of Jesus. This volume is largely 
concerned teaching of Jesus as it 


ment at the 
many, has been 


with the 
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centers around the kingdom of God. The 
character of the Jesus who emerges from this 
type of approach is most interesting. The 
chapter on the Messianic question is stimu 
lating and authoritative. There are inter 
esting appendices on an “Introduction to the 
History and Sources of the Synoptic Gospels, 
‘The History of the Exposition of the Sermon 
on the Mount,” and “The Messianic Titles in 
Jesus’ References to Himself 


H.W.H 


THE BEYOND 
A LIFE AFTER DEATH, by S. Ralph Har- 
low. Doubleday & Company, Inc. 264 pages. 
$3.95. 

This volume, we think, gives in an orderly 
way outstanding experiences of mediums and 
individuals during the past generation. It is 
personal rather than exhaustive. The author, 
a Congregational minister, served for many 
years as the professor of Bible in Smith Col 
lege, Northampton, Massachusetts. During 
this period he traveled much and observed 
well 

The story as given in this 
starts with experiences in his 
His younger sister, Anna, was definitely 
psychic. The family both saw and heard 
revelations which could only be explained by 
spirit communication. After Anna's death the 
entire family had manifestations of her 
presence 

But Dr 
the family's 
many of the now 
medium Margery in 
chapter to the mysterious 
who sent so many messages from the spirit 
world through Mrs. Pearl Curran of St 
Louis. He traveled to Richmond, Virginia 
to study the case of the famous talking 


volume really 
own home 


Harlow’s book does not stop with 
experience. He was present at 
famous seances by the 

Boston. He gives a 
Patience Worth 
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horse. He has a chapter on the spiritual 
values in dreams. Another chapter deals with 
telepathy. One of the most interesting 
chapters gives the astounding story of the 
Shanti Devi case, which seems to verify the 
truth of reincarnation. In one of his classes 
in a Methodist college in Lucknow, India 
he picked up the testimony of one whose 
living mother knew Shanti in her former 
life 

The book is illuminating and well written 
for the average reader. The professor, in this 
instance, uses the language of the people 
From its pages the reader will be able, in 
a couple of hours, to learn of the outstand 
ing instances of spirit manifestation and to 
understand the premises upon which the 
students of this fascinating premise 
their claims 


subject 
W.H.I 
BIBLE HISTORY 
BIBLICAL TEXTS by Paul W. Nes- 
per (revised edition) The Wartburg 
Press. 442 pages. $3.95. 

Since I missed this book in its first 
edition, I'm glad to have opportunity to 
call this new appearance to the atten- 
tion of others who may likewise have 
failed to acquire a most useful tool. 
Many a hard pressed preacher will bear 
that this volume demands a 
place on his most-easily reached shelf. 

Ir will not do his work for him. It 
contains no pre-tested (though some- 


witness 


times still indigestible) outlines or ser- 
mon summaries that the proverbial 


GIVE AN 
(ONCORDETIE BIBLE 


IN CLASSIC WHITE 


White is for weddings. 





‘busy pastor” can “easily adapt” to his 
own pulpit needs. 

What Dr. Nesper does is to offer ex- 
tensive lists of Biblical texts (quoted 
in full) that can appropriately be used 
for special occasions (including 8 
categories of deaths and an equal num- 
ber of dedications) and special days. 
As would be expected from one who 
stands in the tradition of a liturgical 
church, he offers a wide choice of texts 
on the days and seasons of the historic 
Church Year. In addition, he lists 14 
different Pericopes, ic., Scripture selec- 
Several of 


the latter I had not previously seen in 


tions for the same calendar 


an American book 
To sum up: This is accurately des- 
cribed as “Practical Theology.” You will 
find it that 
JS. 


BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS, 
by D. S. Russell. The Muhlenberg 
Press, 176 pages. $2.50. 

This import from Britain will not 
appeal to the general reader, but rather 
to those having a special concern about 
the background of the New Testament 
Its author is a Scotch Baptist, who 
serves as Professor of Old Testament at 


Leeds 
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He does not seek to outline the his- 
tory of the period “between the Testa- 
ments,” but attempts rather to focus 
upon certain doctrinal developments 
that occured during this time. As a re- 
sult, those who seek information that 
will enable them to understand the 
strange company known as “the apo- 
calyptics” and the background of such 
significant ideas as “son of man”, “mes- 
siah”, and the resurrection, will find 
scholarly, though mostly unexciting ma- 
terial in these pages 

The jacket suggests that the Dead Sea 
Scrolls have cast much light on the 
period. This is doubtless true, but they 
do not seem to have affected this book 
materially. 
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THE COMING DIALOGUE 
By HeNpRIK KRAEMER. In our shrinking 
world, Christianity will be coming into ever 
closer and wider contact with the religious 
cultures of the East. Each of these cultures 
is here described in detail, with emphasis 
both on mutual understanding and on the 
need for Christians to grasp firmly the spe- 
cial message of their own religion. $6.50 
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Infant Baptism in 
the First Four Centuries 


By Joacuim JerRemias. A major contribu- 
tion to the continuing debate on whether 
infant baptism is a legitimate Christian sac- 
rament, this book offers in evidence early 
Christian epitaphs and inscriptions unearthed 


in recent decades. $3.50 


Js. 


GENERAL 
CHANGE YOUR THOUGHTS 
AND ALTER Y OUR LIFE, by 
Oneta Wakeford. T.S. Denison & 
Company. 166 pages. $3.50. 

The main point of this book is that 
success and prosperity can be obtained 
through positive thinking and intelli- 
gent acting. A person may help himself 
reach these goals through the use of 
several techniques or “props” that are 
described in some fourteen chapters. He 
will find instruction and illustration in 
the following areas: faith, action, crea- 
tivity, energy, love, peace-of-mind, zest, 
and many others. 

This book is based on the belief that 


our world is a mental world. All outer 


Theory and Design of 
Christian Education 
Curriculum 


By D. CAMPBELL Wyckorr. This is the only 
up-to-date study of the subject available, 
based on the findings of the Curriculum 
Study Committee of the Christian Educa- 
National Council of 

$4.50 


tion division of the 
Churches. 


The Search 


for Meaning 


A NEW APPROACH IN PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND PASTORAL PSYCHOLOGY 

By A. J. UNGERSMA. “Existential analysis”, 
a new European school of psychotherapy, ts 
founded not on mun’s baser instincts but on 
his idealistic strivings. This absorbing book 
eXamines its congruity to Christianity, and the 
possibilities it offers for closer cooperation 
between therapist and pastoral counselor 


wend, $4.75 


io b's 
WESTMINSTER PRESS PHILADELPHIA 7 eg “7 


circumstances and conditions are the 
result of inner thoughts and convictions. 
Those things which are unpleasant at 
home, on the job, or with the body can 
be changed through proper use of the 
inner mind. Some of these concepts may 
appear foreign to the reader who is used 
to thinking of “God” and “faith” in the 
traditional Christian frame of reference. 
As an example, some may find it dif- 
ficult to accept the proposition that God 
and man are inseparable and that any 
man who believes in himself believes in 
God. Another example is found in this 
whole matter of faith, which is regarded 
as the master key in this philosophy. 
Faith is defined as, “the expectancy of 
good, of having hope, of meeting our 
problems positively.” 

Mrs. Oneta Wakeford is a free-lance 
writer and has had an interest for sev- 
eral years in the power of mind and the 


| ability of every person to apply positive 
| mind power for a happier, healthier life. 


AJH. 


CHRISTIAN HISTORY OF THE 


CONSTITUTION, compiled by 
Verna M. Hall. American Christian 
Constitution Press. 481 pages. $7.50. 

This is a beautiful book and an ex- 
citing anthology of writings that made 
America. There may be, quite probably, 
some reservations regarding the too- 
easy use of “Christian” in its pages, but 
essentially ome can scarcely doubt the 
central thrust of the book: the Roosevel- 
tian revolution of the 1930's has left 
us with a far different nation than that 
conceived by our national ancestors. 
Whether this is good and inevitable or 
not, each must decide for himself. But 
at least we owe it to our forebears that 
we give thoughtful attention to their 
beliefs. After all, we have this nation 
only because they did have them! 

The intellectual ancestors of the 
American Revolution are given gener- 
ous space: John Locke, Algernon Syd- 
ney, Montesque, and Blackstone. The 
early Colonial period is represented by 
such oft-quoted but seldom available 
documents as William Bradford's “His- 
tory of Plimoth Plantation”, the Con- 
necticut Constitution, the Massachusetts 
“Body of Liberties”, and numerous 
“political sermons” preached in the days 
of the Revolution. In addition there are 
extended citations from historians of the 
nineteenth century, whose books are 
now unavailable to most Americans. 

Two succeeding volumes are prom- 
ises. The next will continue the de- 
velopment through the Articles of Con- 
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federation, in addition to contrasting 
the American and French Revolutions. 
The last volume is to show how self- 
government was wrought out at the 
Constitutional Convention and in the 
ultimate adoption of that durable docu- 
ment by the several states. 

Only a few will read this book “from 
cover to cover”. A better way would be 
to select from the table of contents a 
portion of such length that it can be 
read in the time that is currently avail- 
able. But however it is read, it will 
create more thoughtful and more loyal 
citizens. 


Js. 


HOW TO GET ALONG WITH 
PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH, by A. | 
Donald Bell. Zondervan Publishing | 
House, 159 pages. $2.50. 

This book is definitely to be classi- | 
fied as “practical theology”. It is a 
“how to do it” book for the church | 
worker, whoever he may be, who wants | 
to develop and improve the fine art of 
winning the enthusiastic cooperation of 
others. It draws, as the author says, 
upon the example of Jesus, the prin- 
ciples of applied psychology and the 
psychology of salesmanship. George W. 
Crane and Dale Carnegie are notably 
influential. 

Chapter headings indicate the scope 
of this volume: The role of Leader, How 
to understand people, Some indirect 
methods of leading, Some direct ap- 
proaches, Working with people in 
groups, Reaching the hard to reach, and 
When techniques fail. 

This is a book that will not gather | 
dust on the shelves of your church's | 
library—nor should it. 

JS. 
THE NEED TO BELIEVE by Murdo | 
Ewen Macdonald. Scribners. 128 pp. 
$2.95. 

To meet the challenges of this age | 
deriving from its anxieties, the impact 
of science, psychology, secularism, and | 
the cultural isolation of religion, this | 
author believes that a clear understand- 
ing of the basic tenets of Christian faith 
is of primary importance. These have to 
do with Man, the Church, God, Christ 
and relevant matters. But inherent in 
the Divine-human encounter is the 
further fact that a Christian must be 
more than a believer—he must also be 
an evangelist. There is, what the author 
terms, a “demand for a verdict,” ie. 
there must be commitment to a Person, 
Who is a Living Lord, Truth incarnate, 
invincible, and inescapable! He proposes 
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that this commitment shall be expressed 
through the Church and through it we 
may be related to “the Power that 
governs the universe itself.” Dr. Mac- 
donald writes with concise clarity, yet at 
times one wishes some of his insights 
might have been developed at greater 
by-and-for the people. Thus the AAA, 
the Agricultural program, is substan- 
tially a carbon-copy of the Russian col- 
chose. A man may be deprived of his 
property for failing to please the 
masters of this government-plan. And 
there are other areas, equally evil. Labor 
unions—in revolution against human 
and property-rights—have established 


themselves above the law. Government, 
iie—has separated itself from controls 
and has become a devouring fire. 

The author in cogent and logical 
presentation gives the story: of govern- 
ment, the indispensible institution, a 
menace to freedom when it escapes the 
controls of the governed. The America 
of the founders was the achievement, 
par excellence, of a government under 
the control of the governed. That 
greatest republic of history will either 
be saved by its citizens in new controls: 
or American civilization is doomed, by 
way of government. 


.E.CG. 


FOR CHURCH LEADERS From 





c Abingdon ‘Press 


How to Develop 
A Tithing Church 


CHARLIE W. SHEDD. This is a discussion of the 
programs, materials, and resources put to work in 


two of Dr. Shedd’s pastorates to encourage church- | 
wide tithing. The purpose of such long-range | 
planning is to make tithing a natural out-growth | 
of one’s total commitment to Christ. Includes three | 


appendixes 


128 pages Paper, $1.25 | 


! 
! 
Planning for Church Music 


JAMES RAWLINGS SYDNOR. A valuable aid to | 
planning an effective church music program. Dr. | 
Sydnor describes the leadership needed to provide |! 
an adequate music program, and discusses in detail 

the selection of physical equipment such as rehearsal 
rooms, instruments, vestments, and a music library 
A Basic Music Book Paper, $1.25 


Basic Principles of Singing 


WILLIAM CARROLL RICE. Attention is given 
in this book to all the basic problems of singing— 
posture and support, producing tone, correct breath- 
ing. resonance, and diction. Line drawings and vocal 
exercises supplement the text and clarify the physical 
and musical aspects of singing. A Basic Music Book 

Paper, $1.25 


Order from your bookstore 


Abin gdon Press 


Publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 








This is your peerless heritage... 


THIS IS 
PROTESTANTISM 


ARTHUR W. MIELKE 








Geared to the 
needs of an 
inquiring age, 
here is an en- 
lightening and 
enlivening new 
proclamation of 
the Protestant 
pu rpose e @ @ 
unity without 
uniformity, di- 
versity without 
divisiveness. Dr. 
Mielke restates for today the re- 
sponsibility of each new Protestant 
generation . . . to rethink the de- 
cisions of the sixteenth century, to 
correct new weaknesses and abuses, 
and to venture boldly into new areas 
of thought and activity. $2.50 








(apt, At your bookstore },.. 
FLEMING Hi. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


by Leslie D. Weatherhead 


From his 24 years of preaching 
at the City Temple in London, 
Dr. Weatherhead has selected 26 
ser- 


of his most representative 


mons to be included in_ this 
Written in 


the 


volume. a conversa 


tional style, subjects range 


from aid to the lonely to dis- 
cussions on prayer, freedom, and 


All of the 


around the 


mercy. sermons are 


centered idea that 
faith is the 


standing of God. 


key to true under- 
256 pages. 


$3.50 
Order from your bookstore 


Abin gdon Press 


Publisher of 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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Insurance Coverage On 
Discontinuance Of Services 


Arthur L. 


A church building was insured against 
loss by fire. When it was de- 
stroyed, religious services in the struc- 
| ture had been abandoned in contempla- 
tion of the transfer of the property to 
the city. But the trustees retained tem- 
porary possession pending the transfer, 
and were using the building for church 
purposes other than religious services. 
The policies specified that they should 
become void on the building's being 
“abandoned for church purposes.” Was 

| the insurance void? 

No, decided the Minnesota Supreme 
Court in the case of Board of Trustees 
of Firsts Congregational Church of 

| Austin vs. Cream City Mutual Insurance 
Company, et al., 96 N.W. 2d 690. There 
were six policies issued by different 
companies. 








The insurance clause involved read: 

This policy continues in full 
force and effect during such times 
as the church is not actually in 
session and during such times as 
the church may be closed for tem- 
porary periods, provided that, if 


*Lawyer, Gulfport, Mississippi. 


#. Street” 


this form is attached to a fire 
policy and the building is 
abandoned for church purposes for 
an indefinite period without 
written permission hereon, then 
this policy shall be void. 


The church had been sold to the city 
of Austin on a contract which was to 
remain executory until June 1, 1956. 
The plaintiffs reserved the right to 
possession until that date. On the date 
of the fire the unpaid balance on the 
contract for deed was $75,000. 

Here is the court's summary of its 
conclusions: 


The insurance companies’ first 
contention is that they are not 
liable because the church building 
was “abandoned for church pur- 
poses” within the meaning of the 
endorsement on the policies. On 
February 26, 1956, approximately 
six weeks before the fire, the 
members of the congregation re- 
moved their religious services from 
the building in question to a new 
church building. They never re- 
turned for services in the old 
building. Also, much of the fur- 








NEW CHURCH FURNITURE 





Winterich’s. 


MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 


- 


Founding Fathers of the new Church Furniture Manufacturers Association, recently 
formed as a division of the National Association of Furniture Manufacturers, included 
these executives from 17 industry firms. At the podium is Jesse E. Eschbach, Endicott 
Church Furniture Co., Warsaw, Ind., named tirst president of the new group. Seated 
at extreme right is John M. Snow, NAFM executive vice president, CFMA’s new 
secretary-treasurer; on his left is E. W. Walker, Southern Desk Co., Hickory, N. C.. 
CFMA's vice president. Seated, left of the podium are directors, E. W. Tubhtar, Ossit 
Church Furniture Co., Inc., T. CG. Griffin, S-K Church Furniture Co., Jacksonville, 
Texas, and Claude H. Turney, Turney Wood Products, Inc., Harrison, Ark.; Other 
firms represented in the photo are: Budde G Weis, Carricker Church Furniture Co., 
Central Mfg. Co., Gunder Church Furniture, Page Church Furniture Co., Raton Mfg. 
Co., Riecke Cabinet Works, Inc., R. F. Ray & Sons Church Furniture Mfg. Co., 
Winebarger Corp., Cathedral Craftsman Co., Josephinum Church Furniture Co., 


and 
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nishings of the old church, includ- 
ing the organ, pews, and sanctuary 


carpeting, had been removed by | 
the time of the fire. Other facts | 


which the defendants cite as evi- 
dence of “abandonment” include: 
The drinking fountain had been 
disconnected, lavatory fixtures 
and the tower bell removed, 
gas and telephone disconnected, 


and mail deliveries discontinued. | 
Also, there were piles of discarded | 


drawings on the floor in the Sun- 
day school room; broken chairs 
and split frames from blackboards 
were piled in the basement; and a 
number of wrappings and boxes 
were stacked in the former sanc- 


tuary. On the other hand, the | 
church building had been the | 


scene of some activity. The pastor, 
Sunday school superintendent, and 
trustees had occasion to visit and 


make use of the building; a part | 


of the religious and music libraries 
remained; and the pastor and 
music director occasionally made 


reference to these collections; light | 
service was continued; and groups | 


of parishioners had used the build- 
ing for a rummage sale during 
three days in March and for pack- 
ing missionary boxes. 


We think the record supports 
the findings of the trial court that 
the church building had not been 
abandoned for church pur- 
poses. * * * 


Although religious services were 
no longer held in the church build- 
ing, there was still some activity, 
as related above. It is our view 
that, although the building was 
not being used for the purpose of 
conducting religious rites as such, 
the use of the property was never- 


theless for “church purposes” as 


that term is used in the policies. 


The phrase “abandoned for 
church purposes” is not defined in 
the policies, and under our ac- 
cepted rules of construction we 
must resolve any reasonable doubt 
as to the meaning of language in 
an insurance policy in favor of the 
insured. It cannot be denied that 
at and prior to the time of the fire 
the building was being made use 
of by the plaintiffs. If the insur- 
ance companies desired to limit 
the coverage to those periods 
during and between which the 
building was being used for per- 
formance of religious services, as 
distinguished from the broader 
term “church purposes,” it 
would have been a simple matter 
for them to so provide by appro- 
priate and definite language in 
their policies. 
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The finest Bibles 
you can buy 


Levant grain Calf, half circuit, New Long 
Primer type, modified self-pronouncing. 
Concordance. Family Record. Oxford India 
paper. 534 x 85%, less than 1” thick. $14.95 


04434x 
The words of Christ are printed in red in 
this beautiful Bible. Bound in Morocco 
grain Calf, half circuit. Brevier, self-pro- 
nouncing, black-face type. Concordance. 
Family Record. 5 x 74%, only %” thick. 
$10.95 


A new de luxe Bible with New Beryl 


t 


. 
lA 
’ 


Fy 


04434x —— 





Type—small enough to carry anywhere 


01036x Goatskin, half circuit, simulated 

leather lining, round corners, red under 

gold edges. 34% x 434, only 7%” thick 
$6.50 


Oxford India paper 


a Authorized King James Version 


01036« 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY 


PRESS 





14 Steps To A More Fruitful Ministry 
‘'s Public Relations 


by Eugene Dinsmore Dolloff. An unusual book that deals specif- 
ically with the public relations of the minister himself rather 
than those of the church 


The Pastor 


is in two sections: | — 


bers of his congregation; 2 — 


professional men of the 
the press 


By the same author__. THE ROMANCE OF 
for effective pastoral calling 


Also of interest and practical value to ministers 
An understanding book 
psychiatry with experienced advice on personal problems and their solutions 


HIMSELF by Wayne C. Clark. 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE or 


Realistic and practical in thought, it 
the pastor's relationships with the mem- 
his relations with business and 
community, civic groups, radio, TV and 
41S0224 Cloth, $3.00 


DOORBELLS 


An excellent guide book 


41S0160 Cloth $2.75 


THE MINISTER LOOKS AT 
that skillfully combines 


41SO105 Cloth, $2.25 


THE JUDSON PRESS 


1703 Chestnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 








NEGLECTED BIBLES 


He dusted it with nervous hand. 
The Book of books it was, and then 
With knitted 


brow and _ troubled 


eyes, 


He took it from its patient rest. 
But not till trouble had assailed him; 
Yet not too late he was, and soon 
His countenance grew calm with 


hope; 


For in its pages he had found 


A way his problems he might solve. 
But wise is he who never lets 

His Bible gather dust, but to 
Prevent the obstacles of life, 

With all its snarls and traps of sin, 
He reads it daily, keeping thus 
His road of life both smooth and 

clean, 
As all who daily read it can. 


James Atkins 
Davenport, lowa 


51 











ILLUMINATED 


Church Bulletins 


Send for FREE 
catalog contain- 
ing illustrations, 
descriptive liter- 
ature and prices 
of various types 
of bulletins. 


A POST CARD WILL DO! 
Please mention name of your church. 


Your Standard 
of 


Excellence 
since 1912 


You always look your 
best, are your best in a 
BENTLEY & SIMON pul- 
pit robe. Hand-sewn and 
custom-tailored for per- 
fect fit, for lasting enjoy- 
ment 

CHOIR ROBES, too, indivi- 


dually made in the same 
quality way. 


BENTLEY & SIMON : 

7 West 36th St. 

New York 18, 
N.Y. 


OMDnOD 4+—-U0Frctd 








Write for 
catalog D-52 











| Ministers’ VacationExchange 


he next issue of Church Manage- 
ment, that for June, will be the last 
one to carry this department for 1961. 
The columns in this issue would indicate 
that the popularity which greeted its 
inception years ago continues. If you 
have an exchange in mind but have not 
sent it in as yet, you will have to hurry. 
The method is very simple so far as 
subscribers are concerned. Simply tell 
what you have to offer and the location 
you would like in return. Space is 
limited, so brevity is appreciated. There 
is no charge for insertions made by sub- 
scribers. Nonsubscribers will be charged 
ten cents per word. 
Deadline for June copy will be 
April 25th. 





California 

National City, California. First Con- 
gregational Church. Minister wishes to 
exchange pulpit and/or parsonage for 
three or four weeks in July in or near 
Philadelphia. We have two boys who 
will accompany us on vacation. Our 
church of 300 members has two serv- 
ices, and has a beautiful new manse. 
Twenty minutes from downtown San 
Diego, thirty minutes from Pacific 
Ocean beaches. 

Raymond Keeble, 835 East Sixteenth 
Street, National City, California. 


Connecticut 

Hartford, Connecticut. American 
Baptist Church. Minister with wife and 
four children would like an exchange 
in upper New England, a Maritime 
province or Upper Michigan, for month 
of August. One service, honorarium, and 
eight room parsonage. 

Hal M. Helms, 592 Broadview Ter- 
race, Hartford 10, Connecticut. 





Illinois 
| Newton, Illinois. Presbyterian, former 
Canadian, will supply or exchange pul- 
pit (parsonage not needed, have trailer ) 
for three or four weeks during July or 


August with minister of congenial de- 
nomination—near lake. Seven room 
parsonage available. New swimming 
pool in town. One service, 10:30 A.M., 
honorarium $25.00 per. Location: East 
central Illinois. 

Andrew McMullen, 227 South Van 
Buren, Newton, Illinois. 


Morrison. First Methodist Church. Will 
exchange pulpit and parsonage for three 
or four weeks in July or August. We 
have two girls who will accompany us; 
one 13, one 16. Our church of 700 
members has two services—one at 9:00 
A.M. and one at 11:00 A.M. We have 
a beautiful manse, three bedroom ranch 
type. We are 130 miles from loop of 
Chicago, and 11 miles from the Missis- 
sippi River. We are in a beautiful set- 
ting of Rock River Valley. Would 
prefer Colorado or West or the North 
David Fouts, 200 West Lincolnway, 
Morrison, Illinois. 


Maryland 

Snow Hill, Maryland. Methodist. 
Will exchange during August or part of 
July and August anywhere in United 
States or Canada. County seat town of 
2,600 between Chesapeake Bay and 
ocean. Modern Brick home. Near Balti- 
more, Washington, Philadelphia and 
Tidewater, Virginia. 

H. B. Flater, Snow Hill, Maryland. 


Michigan 

Detroit, Michigan. Presbyterian. Will 
supply and exchange manse for four 
weeks during July-August with minister 
near a national park in the New Mexico- 
Arizona area. Four children (12, 10, 5, 
2). Pleasant suburban four-bedroom 
house (modern and automatic conven- 
iences) with quick access to all Detroit 
tourist attractions and Canada across the 
river. Enjoyed previous exchanges. 
Chenoweth J. Watson, 65 East Co- 
lumbia, Detroit 1, Michigan. 
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pRMEN 2 ~FERMENT 

cRINGE Pig =ON THE 
FRINGE 
$2.00 


Shirley E 
Greene 


TEN case studies of rural 

churches in_ transition, 
with a perceptive summary- 
analysis of the findings. The 
author is secretary for town 
and country church of the 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Church 


at bookstores 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PRESS 
Philadelphia, Pa. 














© Set up 
Speedily 
@ Toke down 
Instontly 
—t @ Store 
Compoctly 
@ Sheper- Cut 
(rounded) 
Edges 
@ ALL-BOLTED 


Te Chores Risers 


Custom-built for any size chorus or stage. ideal for 
concerts ... rehearsals... stage shows ... and trips 
Write today 


Wenger Music Equipment Co. 
25 he Bidg., ao Minn. 

















GENUINE FOAM CUSHION 


NYLON OR VELVET 
UPHOLSTERY 


CUSTOM MADE 
jceome)-i0)4) 


$299 FT. 


SEND FOR LARGE SAMPLE 


BERNARD-SMITHLINE CO. 


252-17 Northern Bivd. 
Little Neck 63, N. Y. 
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Upper Peninsula. Methodist. Will 
grant the use of parsonage and its fa- 
cilities, modern, for July or August, in 
return for two preaching services each 
Sunday. Situated in the heart of North- 
ern Water-Wonderland, and the Porcu- 
pine Mountains. 

Ardo A. Carmitchel, Box 158, White 
Pine, Michigan. 


Ann Arbor. Former Methodist Minis- 
ter with country home near Ann Arbor; 
only twenty-five miles from Detroit and 
Windsor, Canada. Complete with large 


| swimming pool; will rent to ministerial 


family for three weeks in July or Au- 


| gust for $25.00 per week. Bedroom 


space for 5 or 6 people. 


| Loren W. Campbell, 8175 Ford Road, | 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. 


Grand Rapids, Michigan. Plymouth 
Congregational. Will supply pulpit dur- 


ing month of July or August for use of | 


parsonage and possible honorarium 
There are two small children in the 
family. Have had previous experience 
with summer supply work. References 
Dean E. Dalrymple, 4010 Kalamazoo 
Avenue S.E., Grand Rapids 8, 
Michigan. 


Grand Rapids, Mich. Methodist. Ex- 
change pulpit and parsonage for three 
weeks late July or August. Church of 
350. Preach Sunday mornings; honorar- 
ium. Three children. We are one hour 
from Lake Michigan beaches; close to 
varied recreation opportunities 
Carlton A. Benson, 1214 Lafayette 
S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Saint Joseph, Michigan. First Congre- 
gational Church. Will exchange pulpit 
and parsonage for chree Sundays in July 
and/or August. Church of 1,200 mem- 
bers. Two morning services in new 
church. Honorarium of $150. for three 
Sundays. We have four children (two 
college sons, one high-school daughter, 
and one junior-high son). New five 
bedroom parsonage. On Lake Michigan 
two hours from Chicago and three hours 
from Detroit. Prefer Seattle, Washing- 
ton, or Denver, Colorado area. For more 
details, write 


Edward W. W. Lewis, 2001 Niles 


| Avenue, Saint Joseph, Michigan. 


Minnesota 
Minneapolis. Methodist. Exchange or 


| supply and evangelical denomination, 


month of August. Area desired, central 
or southern California. Family, 3 chil- 
dren ages 14, 11, & 8. Previous exchange 
experience. References. J. Carlton For- 


shee, Hennepin Avenue Methodist | 





PIPE MAKING 


There can be no short cuts in making 
fine pipes. First, each rank must be 
scaled individually, according to its role 
in that particular organ. Then it must 
be made, using the purest metals, by 
pipe makers apprenticed in the tradi 
tional manner. This is the Casavant way, 
and is one of the reasons for Casavant's 
leadership 


Casavant Freres 


Designers and Builders of LimiTés 


Organs and Church Furniture 


ST. HYACINTHE, P.Q., CANADA 











PULPIT DIGEST 


The professional journal of 
the Protestant ministry 


Sermons for special days and occasions 
by outstanding preachers 


Springboards for Sermons by Halford 
E. and Robert E. Luccock 


Share Your Problems—a consultation 
service on the problems of the ministry 


Editorials by Samuel McCrea Cavert 
plus other sermons, outlines, 
prayers, and features of professional 


significance 


Subscriptions accepted from ministers and 
seminary students ONLY. 


ONE YEAR, $6.00-—-THREE YEARS, $13.00 


PULPIT DIGEST 


Great Neck, New York 











Special Summer 
Savings 


A complete selec 
tion of distinctive 
styles and quality 
fabrics. All colors 
and shades. Send today for FREI 
catalog: C-16 (Choir Robes and Acces 
sories); ]-16 (Children’s Robes); P-16 
(Pulpit Robes); CF-16 (Confirmation 
Robes ). 





COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. 
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Boost Attendance 
4 Increase Tithers 
Reach More Unsaved 


(om Build Church Loyalty 


WITH TESTED AND PROVED 
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS 





CT ATTENDANCE CAMPAIGN 
Scriptural, practical, used by 
Sunday Schools of any size. 


VISITATION FOLDERS 
Six different folders in stock. Church 
imprints inside with own copv. 


Complete 4-week program to enlist 
tithers, conduct budget campaign. 


[_] EVANGELISTIC PROMOTION 
Everythi. needed to inspire mem- 
bers, reach unsaved, increase attend- 
ance. 


[_] PROMOTION AIDS 
Use in mimeographed and printed 
publications; promote entire program. 


[_} NEWSPAPER ADS 
Specially designed to 'y Christ, 
boost your church atte: le 

Serving America's churches for 

more than 12 years with the 

finest in promotional materials. 


iL? 
‘7 Check items desired. tear out and mail for 
| 4 FREE SAMPLES. ‘Include church name.) 


Arthur Davenport Associates, Inc. 











Chairs, 
have their 


needs supplied by this 40 year 
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hospitals, orphanages, 


old institution. Why? Satisfac- 


tion Guaranteed or Money Back! 


ters, Trays, Kitchen, Dining Room 

Equipment. Prompt Delivery. 

Thousands of Churches, schools, 
EDWARD DON & COMPANY 2201 S. LaSalle St. Chicago 16, 


Kitchen Utensils, Cutlery, Plat- 
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Paper Goods, 
hoeteis, restaurants 


colleges, 











Church, 421 Groveland Avenue, 
Minneapolis 3. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota. Methodist 
Church. Will exchange pulpit and par- 
sonage for three or four weeks in July 
and beginning of August. One service 
per Sunday. Small honorarium. We have 
one daughter 13. Would like to ex- 
change with pastor on Atlantic side of 
Florida, near Fort Lauderdale. We are 
located in a suburb of Minneapolis. in 
the heart of the lake country. 

T. R. Moritz, 8000 Portland Avenue, 
South, Minneapolis 20, Minnesota. 


Winona. American Baptist. Will supply 
or exchange pulpit and parsonage for 
three weeks during July or August with 
minister of congenial denomination in 
the vicinity of Denver, Colorado. Only 
responsibility here would be to preach 
on Sunday mornings; honorarium. We 
have three children, ages 2, 7, 10. They 
are not allowed to be destructive and 
would expect the same. Winona is a 
lovely city of 25,000. Excellent fishing 
in Mississippi. Swimming in Lake 
Winona. Free golfing. Two and one 
half hours from twin cities, and one 
half hour from La Crosse, Wisc. Ref- 
erences if desired. Write: 

Walter E. Eckhardt, 366 West Broad- 
way, Winona, Minnesota. 


New Jersey 

Gillette, New Jersey. Meyersville 
Presbyterian Church. For first two 
weeks in August. An hour from mid- 
town New York, Jersey hills or “shore”. 
Church of 300, one Sunday service with 
honorarium. Three bedroom manse. We 
have three children. Desire Finger Lakes 
Region of New York, near Geneva, if 
possible. 

William C. Lehr, 223 Hickory Tav- 
ern Road, Gillette, New Jersey. 


New York 
Pulpit and parsonage of rural Com- 


munity Congregational Church in New 
York Fingerlake Region near Cornell 
offered for something similar in Boston 
area for the month of July. Honorarium 
$25. per Sunday. No weekday respon- 
sibilities. Robert L. Clingan, Box E, 
McLean, New York. 


Yonkers, New York. Graduate of 
Emory University and Union Seminary 
1942, wishes supply work in Coastal or 
resort area during August. No children; 
can offer use of parsonage here if de- 
sired. Church closed during August here. 
Carl J. Dodds, Jr., 34 Morris Street, 
Yonkers 5, New York. 


North Carolina 
Henderson, North Carolina, Congre- 
gational Christian Church. Will ex- 
change pulpit and parsonage during 
month of July in Eastern Pennsylvania 
or New Jersey, preferably near Phil- 
adelphia. Church of 350 and one service 
per Sunday. Three bedrooms in parson- 
age. Within one hour of Duke Uni- 
versity, the University of North Caro- 
lina, and Morehead Planetarium. Within 
a few minutes of the large Roanoke 
River Kerr Lake and good fishing. 
Within two hours of Carolina beaches. 
Joe A. French, 427 Rowland Street, 
Henderson, N. C. 


Ontario, Canada 
Collingwood, Ontario. United Church 
of Canada. Minister of a 900-member 
church is willing to preach Sunday Serv- 
ices in a church in the eastern states 
during the month of August, in ex- 
change for the use of the manse by 
himself, his wife, and three small chil- 
dren. Possible manse exchange could be 
arranged. Collingwood is situated in the 
beautiful Huronia country surrounding 
Georgian Bay. 

M. B. Masecar, 240 Maple Street, 
Collingwood, Ontario. 

Geraldton, Ontario. Presbyterian. 
Pulpit and modern manse exchange for 








Hillsreen, 


Your inquiry is invited .. . 


BUILDERS OF ORGANS SINCE 1898 


Lane and Co. 


OHIO 


ALLIANCE, 


Represented by 
WM. D. MANLEY 
ATLANTA, GA. 


J. ALEX KOELLEIN D. BYRON ARNESON 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 

JOHN MCCLELLAN 
WICHITA, KAN. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
JOHN R. WOOD 
DALLAS, TEXAS 
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CHURCH SEATING 
& 
CHANCEL FURNITURE 


CARRIKER CHURCH 
FURNITURE CO. 


P. O. BOX 520 
MONROE, N. C. 
Catalog on request 











THE WILLET 
STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 


e 
Traditional 
Stained Glass 


2 
Sculptured 
Gold Windows 


e 
Faceted 


Chunks in Concrete 


10 East Moreland Avenue 
Philadelphia 18, Pennsy!vania 














mn 
G)eissler 


Clhurch Furnishings 


MEMORIAL WINDOWS 
SILVER + BRASS + HANGINGS 
CUSHIONS + FURNITURE 
ALL CHURCH CRAFTS 


NEW CATALOG NOW READY 
Se the Churches Since 1877 


R. GEISSLER, INC. 
252-17 Northern Bivd 
Little Neck 63, N. Y 


firsts three Sundays in August. Any 
| congenial denomination. Honorarium 

provided and expected. Morning serv- 

ice. Interesting mining and forestry 
| town in Northwestern Ontario. Fishing, 
water sports and usual types of summer 
recreation. Availability of lake shore or 
metropolitan areas desired. Previous 
pleasant exchange experiences. 
W. B. Macodrum, Box 376, Gerald- 
ton, Ontario. 


Sarnia, Ontario. United Church of 
Canada. Will supply pulpit in Califor- 
| nia, Florida, or other congenial sea- 
board area on July 9, 16, 23, in ex- 
change for accomodation for self, wife 
daughter 17, son 14. Honorarium accep 
table but nor decisive. 
W. H. John, 180 
Sarnia, Ontario. 


Stwart Street, 


Canada 
Vancouver, British Columbia. Cen- 
tral Presbyterian. Will exchange pulpit 
and manse for month of August. Hon- 
orarium. House beautifully situated 
with commanding view of mountains, 





| city and sea. Morning service only 


Edward Bragg, Central Presbyterian 


Church, 110 Thurlow St., Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 


Ohio 
Medina, Ohio, Congregational 
Church. Will exchange Parsonage for 
three or four weeks in June. Large 
home, four bedrooms, 30 miles from 
Cleveland, 18 from Akron, 29 from 
Oberlin. Would like to be in the greater 
Philadelphia area or non-urban south 
eastern New York Strate. Would be will- 
ing to conduct Sunday services. Truman 





| block from 


| honorarium 
change four Sundays, or three, in July | 
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D. Whitaker, 217 East Liberty St., 
Medina, Ohio. 


Suburban Cleveland. Methodist. One 
Lake Erie. Eight hundred 
members, two services, $25.00 weekly 
Lovely parsonage. Ex- 


or August or combination thereof. Pre- 


| fer ocean or camping areas. Any com- | 
| patible denomination. 


Dale R. Kline, 32315 Glen Arden 
Drive, Willowick, Ohio. 


Lakeside, Ohio. Cottage for Rent. 
Lakeside is the inspirational center of 
the midwest during the summer months. 
Continuous activities. Cottage but four 
years old is located four blocks from the 
auditorium, same distance from the 
downtown area of the community. In- 
sulated for summer comfort. Located in 
grove of beautiful trees. Two bedrooms, 





KIRK IN THE 
HILLS CHURCH 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich 


World's Largest Carillon 
at Kirk in the Hills Church 


BY VERDIN 


77 Genuine Bronze Bells in the 
world famous carillon at Kirk 
in the Hills Church. One of the 
greatest achievements in bell 
music in our time! 


Your church, too, can enjoy 
Verdin Bronze Bells. Get details 
about a single bell, peal, chime 
or carillon. 

SEND FOR FREE FOLDER 


PETIT & FRITSEN BRONTE SELLS SINCE 1eG0 


THE |. T. VERDIN CO. 


581 Dandridge St Cincinnati 10, Ohio 
The Bell Ringers of America 











ANYONE CAN INSTALL 








—— 


Li THOPHANE 


Plain glass becomes permanent stained- 
glass in traditional or modern effects 
Versatile, no skill, no tools, most pat- 
terns 37c sq. ft. Churches everywhere 
report the happy transformations with 
Lithophane that you can also achieve. 
Send for FREE samples & catalog 


1-VAL-CO 


(Dept. CM-5 
| 5206 Tilden Ave. 


B’kiyn 3, N. Y. 











| A Ministerial MacArthurism 
(An Old Soldier Truism) 


Retired old preachers never die, 
And neither do they fade away. 
| If they remain where they last 
served, 
| They're pitching strikes—from side- 
lines—curved. 


Leslie Conrad, jr. 
Richardson, Texas 
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HONOR ROLLS 

MEMORIALS 

SCULPTURED 

BAS-RELIEFS 

PLAQUES 

TABLETS 

NAME-PLATES 

LETTERS 

BULLETIN BOARDS 
Write us for full details 

Architectural Bronze & Aluminum Corp. 

General Office and Factory 


© 3638 W. Oakton St., Skokie, 11. © 


“Sketches Submitted Immediately 
for Approval” 


























one and one-half baths. Family room 
with television. Living room with couch 
at either end, one of which makes into 
a bed. Can sleep seven people. Tiled 
| floors and entire cottage beautifully 
decorated. Sixty dollars per week. 
Address Box 461-VE, Church Man- 
| agement. 2491 Lee Blvd. Cleveland 
Heights 18, Ohio. 


| Will expect the Same 

| Toledo, Ohio. Aldersgate Methodist. 
Nine hundred members. One service on 
| Sunday. Honorarium, $25. Air- 
conditioned church. Fine west-end 
residential district one mile from the 
Michigan state line. Convenient to Lake 
Erie, Lakeside Assembly. One hundred 
miles west of Cleveland. Many vacation 
and cultural opportunities. Will ex- 


| change for the last two Sundays in July 


& stained glass styled | 
for today’s church 


= Cotrell 


ee 
5, 


nd Leonard — 


Choir, Pulpit, 
Judicial and High 
School Gowns 
Academic 

Caps, Gowns 
and Hoods 


Write 


Industry in America 


SINCE 1832- 


EC. strell» Leonard : 


and the first rwo in August with minis- 
ter along the southeast coast—Virginia 
| souch co Florida. 
James A. Thompson, Aldersgate 
Methodist Church, 4030 Douglas 
Road, Toledo 13, Ohio. 


Pennsylvania 

Avoca, Pennsylvania. Presbyterian. 
Will exchange Manse and Pulpit with 
minister of congenial denomination any 
four weeks from mid-July to end of Au- 
gust. One Sunday service, Honorarium. 
Located near Pocono Vacation Area. 
314 hrs. by car to New York City, 
214 hrs. to Philadelphia. Near State 
Parks. Have three children, 12, 10 and 8. 
James H. Glasgow, 1125 Main St., 
Avoca, Pennsylvania. 


Milton, Pa., Evangelical United 
Brethren. Will exchange Pulpit and 
Parsonage for two or three weeks in 
August. Church of 800 with two serv- 
ices per Sunday. Honorarium. We have 
one daughter, are located in North Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania near state parks and 
mountains, and have enjoyed successful 
exchanges previously. Kenneth I. 
Bower, 118 Lower Market St., 
Milton, Pa. 


Norristown, Pennsylvania. United 
Church of Christ. Will exchange pulpit 
and parsonage for any two weeks in July 
|and August (after July 19). New 
church of 240 with one service per 
Sunday. Honorarium. Prefer New Eng- 
land or Mid-West. Two children, 14 and 
11. Located ten minutes from Valley 
Forge Park; thirty minutes from down- 
town Philadelphia; one and a half hours 
from Atlantic Ocean beaches. 

Ivan R. Morrin, Rte. 3, Township 
| Line, Norristown, Pennsylvania. 





Philadelphia. United Church of Christ 
(Congregational). Would like to ex- 
change parsonage and pulpit for three 
weeks, August 21 to September 11, with 
minister of Chicago church. Small 
church in city, one service per week. 
$15.00 weekly honorarium. Minister 
will be able to participate in Billy Gra- 
ham Greater Philadelphia Crusade 
scheduled August 20 to September 17. 
Two small children—ages 4 and 2. 
Prefer city church. 

Lowell D. Streiker, 140 E. Allegheny 
Avenue, Philadelphia 34, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


South Carolina 
Greenville, South Carolina. Southern 
Baptist Church. Will exchange Pastor- 
iums and Pulpits. (Honorarium is 
small) first two weeks in August with 
minister of evangelical Protestant church 
in upper New York state within 100 
miles of Canada. Family of four. Eight 
room pastorium, two baths. Church 
within thirty minutes of Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 

W. O. Weathers, 105 Courtney 
Circle, Greenville, South Carolina. 


Greenville, South Carolina. Parsonage 
Exchange. Christian Church minister 
would like to exchange our ranch style 
parsonage from August 8 to September 
8. No pastoral responsibilities or pulpit 
responsibilities. | have three children 
ages 2, 4, and 6. I would like to ex- 
change with a minister in the New York 
City area toward the New Rochelle, 
N. Y. area. Parsonage here is near the 
Great Smoky Mountain Park and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains and about four 
hours from the ocean. 

John B. White, 28 Buena Vista St., 
Greenville, South Carolina. 


Virginia 

Roanoke, Virginia. Methodist. Use of 
parsonage offered in return for supply 
for any three or more Sundays between 
June 16 and July 27 while minister di- 
rects Work-Camp to Hawaii. Small su- 
burban church, services at 9 and 11. 
Three bed-room parsonage, all con- 
veniences. Located in beautiful Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Southwest Virginia, 
Roanoke is on the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Previous exchange experiences. Nor- 
man G. Preston, Jr., 2516 Spring Rd., 
S.W., Roanoke, Virginia. 


West Virginia 
Hinton, West Virginia. Methodist 
minister will supply pulpit for three 
(turn to page 62) 
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How to Get Publicity 





We do not believe for a minute that 
Don Mueller, pastor of Grace Meth- 
odist Church, Leandro, California, 
lost that package of mail which held 
the Race Sunday literature. But he 
did write an announcement which, 
we are sure, received a good reading. 











omewhere in my study there is a 

packet of materials on the Race Re- 
lations Day offering. I have to find it 
to give to Muriel Kahns, chairman of 
the Christian Social Concerns Commis- 
sion, so that she can write a letter to the 
membership, as directed by the official 
board. The packet will help Muriel ex- 
plain the urgency of this offering to the 
members. 

My problem is that I can’t find the 
packet. I'm not sure whether to look 
among the papers in a box that I 
mentally label “Valuable—Keep” or in 
the stack I think of as “Important—Do 
Something About,” or whether it is in 
the letter file where I put “Things I 
Don't Want to Lose.” I've checked all 
three places, plus other nameless stacks 
and piles, and can’t find it 

All I remember of what I read in the 
packet is that one out of every five 
Negro college students in our nation is 
in a Methodist-sponsored college. And 
that these colleges are in danger of 
losing their accreditation due to lack of 
funds. And that the nation’s giving for 
this cause last year was pathetic in some- 
body's opinion, and when I looked over 
the figures I agreed with him 

We will see our Boy Scouts in action 
on Race Relations Sunday, receiving that 


offering. I hope all of us who believe in | 


Christian brotherhood will put our hard- 
earned where our hearts are. You and | 
can't do much to solve the problem of 


prejudice, but helping the discriminated- | 
against to get an education is certainly | 


one positive step. 

I hope you didn’t miss the point of 
the Parable of the Packet in the shuffle 
So many things come hurtling at us, 
crying “I'm Urgent, I'm Important, I 
can't wait,” that those things we really 
care about get sidetracked 

For instance, what's the most impor- 
tant thing any man has to do on earth? 
To get acquainted with his heavenly 
Father, wouldn't you say? So when did 
you seek him last through prayer? As for 
me, here it is, 3 p.m., and I'm just now 
thinking about my morning devotions 

Curses on thee, Alexander Bell! 

Don Mueller 
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BEAUTIFY Your cHuRCH NOW 


with economical, superbly designed quality church furniture 
by National. WRITE DEPT. 18 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


+ 
| cxuren FURNITURE CO. 
a 1na 821-23 Arch Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 








MEDSON STUDIOS 


FACETED GLASS 
for the 
AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
(Protestant Chapel) 
in 
COLORADO SPRINGS, 
COLORADO 








of outstanding 
quality and wear- 
ing ease, styled 
with grace and 
dignity from ex- 
cellent fabrics and tai- 
lored with all yokes 
PELLON lined for re- 
markable shape reten- 
tion . . . quality robes 
and pulpit gowns at 
surprisingly moderate 
prices. 
CONFIRMATION 


ROBE RENTALS 
We will be honored to 
send you our catalog and 
unique Fabric Pre-Viewer 
without obligation. 


Dept. C-5 501 East 33rd Street 
Kansas 9, Missouri 
Telephone — JEfferson 1-0268 


Churches, Schools 
or Social Clubs 


Pedestal Folding Table 


,* Plenty of leg room with the 
, “Off-Center"’ leg principle, which 


yd adds seating to ends. Lightweight, 
P sturdy; folds compactly 
: for easy stacking 
. > 
Caddies For Chairs, Tables 


‘ The fast, easy, safe way to handle 
folding chairs and tables. Durable 
construction engineered for years of 
efficient service 


Folding Choral Risers 


Easy folding! Compact storage! 
‘ Designed for beauty and strength 


‘ 
: Portable Platforms —_ 
ar and Bandstands - 
. Sturdy! Durable! Compact storage! 
*. Ideal for music and band rooms 


There Is A Midwest Product for Your E very Need 
FOLDING PRODUCTS =A‘ 


CM-305 
Roselle, illinois « LA 9-2000 
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Get the 
Beckley-Cardy 
“catalog-shopping”™ 

abit 


For everything in 
school supplies, a 
wide choice of 
colors, sizes and 
prices. Over 5,00 
items, each quaran- 
teed. 


Write today for your catalog 


BECKLEY-CARDY 
1938 n. narragansett, chicago 39 











BRONZE PLAQUES 


@ MEMORIALS @ HONOR ROLLS 
@ TABLETS e TESTIMONIALS 


Special service to help 
you secure the desired 
plaque—at lowest cost. 


Also Plaques of ALUMINUM 
and NICKEL SILVER. 
Write for Catalog A 95 
showing many designs. 


For Medals and Ti ies, 
ask for Catalog B 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE : 


STUDIOS 


MISSOUR 


OUIS II 





Sermon For Juniors 


Surprise Attack 


(Story Facts By T. Z. Koo) 


R. E. Eshmeyer" 


s-Zung couldn't have explained his 

fall from the tree. Indeed, he 
thought he'd blacked out. Nevertheless 
he got up quickly and dusted himself 
off, then hurriedly examined the long 
bamboo pole’s tip to see if he'd caught 
the noise maker .. . 

No one in all China could have been 
better at catching cicadas than Ts-Zung, 
especially when it came to the large 
black ones which lived high up in a 
tree and whose color matched that of 
the bark. 

It was these big ones that really let 
out a loud racket when slightly squeezed 
where the two abdominal sound-making 
plates were located. Also, there was no 
fun equal to surprising a girl out of her 
wits by making a cicada scream into her 
ear! 

Ts-Zung had gotten up at daybreak 
to start out with his long pole to gather 
a wad of spider web on its tip. He'd 
merely stuck the tip of the pole into a 
spider web then turned it round and 
round until all the web was neatly 
wrapped around it. Then on to the next 
and the next. By the time the sun had 
dried the dew on remaining webs, which 
made it hard to see them, he'd gathered 
quite enough. 

To have a good weapon like this was 
one thing but to find and capture the 
noise makers was quite another, for they 
were all protected by their color. To 


| find them he'd come back home to the 


leaning willow tree where he'd heard 


| them sing. Here he'd placed his head 


against the trunk to look up along its 


| side, moving around the tree until he'd 
discovered a bump sticking out against 
| the light. Once he spotted a cicada he 


could see it well enough even against 
the dark background. 

His experienced eye had soon found 
a big one, but it was perched quite be- 
yond the reach of his pole. He'd had to 
climb the tree. Lying some twelve feet 
up on the slanting trunk he'd anchored 
himself with legs and feet so that his 


*Minister, Saint Paul's Evangelical And 
Reformed Church, Lansing, Michigan. 


hands were free to manipulate the pole. 

He could reach the big cicada now 
and he'd carefully gotten the webbed 
up of the pole within a few inches of 
his prey. Now to make a last quick care- 
fully-aimed push and the cicada would 
be stuck on the bunched web. 

He could not remember whether he'd 
succeeded in doing this, that's why he'd 
hurried to see. 

He had made that strike! He now saw 
the big fellow struggling for freedom 
and it made his heart glad. He was 
about to pick it off the web when he 
heard his mother come out of the house. 

“Ts-Zung,” she said, an edge to her 
voice, “I have seen all. You would have 
done well to remember Leotzu'’s wisdom 
when you over-reached yourself: ‘Stand- 
ing on tip-toe you are not sure of your 
balance.’ But, since you are now twelve 
and since I know what you want to do 
with the cicada I demand that you learn 
and recite to me, before your empty 
stomach gets any breakfast, two verses 
from the Bible: Proverbs 17:25—A 
foolish son is a grief to his father and 
bitterness to her who bore him;’ and 
Proverbs 21:17—'He who loves pleas- 
ure will be a poor man.’” 

Ts-Zung picked up the cicada, ex- 
amined it fondly, squeezed it gently to 
hear it sing, then let it go. 


SELL SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS... 


(MAKE MONEY 


FOR YOUR TREASURY 


Easy to sell! Splendid profits! Over 2,000,000 
sold in 1960 by Sunday School members, 
Ladies Aids, Young People’s Croups! 





Earn money for 
your treasury . . 
make friends for 
your organization 


_SANGAMON 
MILLS, INC, / 


COHOES, NEW YORK 


— 





ae 
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ORGAN OF THE MONTH 


SAINT PETER METHODIST CHURCH, 
LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


The organ manufacturer: 
Organ installation: 


Style of Church: 


Church construction: 


Acoustics: 
Console: 


Location of console and speakers: 


Conn Organ Corporation—Elkhart, 
Indiana 


Conn Organ Studios, Inc.—Louisville, 
Ky. 
Contemporary 


Interior finished in hard plaster, exposed 
laminated beams, planked ceiling, tile 
floor. Exterior of brick. 


Excellent. 


Conn “Classic” model in walnut finish 


The console is located in the choir area. A total of 21 speakers are 
built-in in five different locations: two 10” and one 15” are located 
in each side wall of the choir area; four 10” and two 15” speakers 
are built into each side wall of the nave; two 10” and one 15” speaker 
for the swell manual are installed very high in the rear wall of the nave 
This unit is equipped with chimes which can be played over the outside 
tower by the organist, or can be played automatically when so desired 


Completed: 


November, 1959. Dedication of the organ was held in the spring of 
1960 with a special concert by the internationally known and renowned 


organist, Richard Ellsasser. 


Type of instrument: 


Standard Conn “Classic” model with two 61-note manuals and 32-note 
pedalboard. Equipped with Conn Celeste. An excellent example of a 
very flexible and complete installation to meet the need of today’s 


modern church. 


Value of installation: 
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Approximately $6,000.00, exclusive of 
chimes. 


One eurck 


consult with --..;° 


COMPANY 


Telaismmaalelilaslct iia Tateltehi 


r COMFORT that 
posture correct 
for QUALITY that 
PTs lelelitialre, 
and time enduring BEA 
HURCH SEATING 


CHANCEL FURNITURE 


199 
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Management 


Found in 


PROSPERING CHURCHES 





for indoor 
or outdoor 
use... 


Wide selection of famous DAV-SON 
Boards for every location, indoor or out- 
door. Changeable-Letter and Announce- 
ment Boards, Cork Boards, Chalk Boards, 
Name Plates, many others. 


e write for free illustrated catalog 
A.C. DAVENPORT & SON, INC. 


Dept.CM « 311 .N. Desplaines St. « Chicago 6, Illinois 
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PORTABLE ELECTRIC 
COUNTER-SORTER 


Standard Change-Makers, Inc. has 
announced a new portable counter- 
Designated as Model CS-100A, 
the retail $199 the 
lowest priced, electrically-operated 
market. One of 
the design improvements is a new and 


sorter 
cost of makes it 


counter-sorter on the 


specially designated motor 


1) unique 


Chief product features are 
sorts; 2) 


both 
we 


portability, it weighs only 2 


design, it 


counts and 
pounds, 
and 3) low price. These features are ex- 
pected to produce even greater use of 
the counter-sorter by offices, churches, 


SC hools 


The machine is designed for mini- 
maintenance. Other than the 
model has only two 
durable 


aad 


18” wide, 13 


mum 


moror, the new 


moving parts, both made of 


metal. Overall 


high and 9” deep 


size 1S 
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If you wish to bave more in- 
formation on new products de- 
scribed on this page, please 
circle the corresponding num- 
ber found on the coupon on 
page 61. Don't forget to fill 
out the space for your name, 


address, and church. 











By simply setting the counter, flip- 


ping the switch and pouring in coins, 


the machine automatically counts and 
sorts 15,000 coins per hour. The new 
counter-sorter handles Ic, Sc, 10c, and 
25¢ coins. Fifty cent coins remain in 
the hopper. Separate sorting and count- 
ing operations provide an automatic 


check of the toral. 
Circle No. 5611 on coupon. 


OZALID OVERHEAD PROJECTOR 


A new overhead projector for teach- 
ing, and church use has been introduced 
by the Audio Visual Department, Ozalid 
Division, General Aniline and Film 
Corporation. The 750 watt overhead 
projector gives more light with less heat 
than other 1000 watt projectors, accord- 
ing to the manufacturer. Precise Fresnel 
lens produces optimum projection 
results. 

The projector permits use of large 
slides; is mechanically simple; per- 
sonalizes the presentation with the com- 
municator facing his audience in a 


lighted room; and it gives up-to-the 
minute presentations through the use of 
home made and on-the-spot materials. 

A convenient focusing knob gives 
sharp images which remain sharp for all 
the following transparencies and leaves 
the speaker free to face his audience. 
On-the-spot materials may be presented 
on transparencies with a grease pencil 
without jiggling or vibration. Double 
purpose shelves are standard equipment; 
they hold material at the level of the 
projection stage—and they support 
smooth plastic rolls on which the 
speaker may write or draw during pro- 
jection, rolling used portions off and 
new portions on to the projection area. 
Ball joint feet compensate for uneven 
table surfaces. Snap-out platen permits 
quick cleaning. Lamp is readily acces- 
sible for removal, and the head post is 


detachable for easy portability. 


Circle No. 5612 on coupon. 


PLASTIC GLAZING PANES 








Clear, shatterproof plastic glazing 
panes which once and for all do away 
with the age-old hazardous, costly prob- 
lem of constant replacement of broken 
glass windows—have been announced 
by Auburn Plastic Engineering 
Company 

Offering amazing impact strength, 
the plastic window panes effectively 
resist vibration and twisting, common 
enemies of windows, skylights, etc. in 
addition to shock impact (from flying 
stones, etc.) and thermal expansion. 
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The plastic panes are available in a 
wide variety of sizes, adaptable to both 
wood and sash, and to all types of build- 
ings. Installation is similar to ordinary 
glass panes and can be simply and 
rapidly done by regular maintenance 
personnel. 

Where visibility is not required, 
special Auburn translucent plastic panes 


in various colors are also available. 
Circle No. 5613 on coupon. 


TILT-UP PLASTIC CHAIRS 


Contoured individual tilt-up chairs 
for church and auditorium seating are 
available at than traditional 
seating, yet provide a new degree of 
comfort, beauty, and ease of mainte- 
nance. Manufactured by Pacific Seating 
Corporation, these new “Contours” have 


less cost 


an exclusive tilt-up feature which in- 


stantly creates wider aisles. 
Circle No. 5614 on coupon 


“PICTURE WINDOW” 
UMBRELLA FOR 
CHURCH USHERS 


This new crystal-clear-vinyl SEE- 
BRELLA (tm) is ideal wet-weather 
protection for ushers, members, children, 
and parking supervisors. Over four feet 
wide, broad enough to shelter three 


Church Management; May 1961 


people comfortably, the SEE-BRELLA 
lets you look through, not under, when 
rainy winds blow—prevents mis-steps 
and accidents. It is remarkably light- 
weight, too, and the sturdy, heavy-gauge 
vinyl can’t get soggy or heavy—train 
rolls off. Has rugged 16-rib aluminum 
and steel windproof frame, with easy- 
grip wooden ball handle. Closes to 35” 
length, comes complete with protective 
vinyl sheath case, stows neatly in car or 
closet. For protection against loss, the 
vinyl may be “personalized” with easily 
available vinyl-dye marking ink. Every 
church minister, head usher and parking 
supervisor can use a SEE-BRELLA to ad- 


vantage. Available by 
plus 50c shipping 
Bradford's, Inc., New 

Circle No. 5615 


INEXPENSIVE TABLE 


Jersey 
on coupon. 


To receive further information on products advertised and 
new product items cut coupon below on dotted line. Fold, 
staple or tape at the bottom and mail. 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


Cleveland, Ohio 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT, 
2491 LEE BOULEVARD 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS 18, OHIO 


INC. 


mail, only $10.95 
Exclusively from 





This unique table and bench unit is 
made by the Belson Manufacturing 
Company. Sturdy, versatile and eco- 
nomical, it answers many problems for 
churches desiring this type of table, 
Tops and seats are made of Western 
Lumber. Frames are heavy tubular steel, 
all assembled with weatherproof hard- 
ware. Seating comfort is assured. Walk- 
in from either end. Metal finish is rust 


resistant green enamel. 
Circle No. 5616 .on coupon. 
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VACATION EXCHANGE 
(continued from page 56) 


or four Sundays in midsummer. Can 
exchange residences if desired. No 
supply work here. 
Fred B. Wyand, 217 Ballangee Street, 
Hinton, West Virginia. 

Wisconsin 
Oconto Falls, Wisconsin. Methodist 
Church. Will exchange pulpit and par- 
sonage or lake cottage with pastor in 
New England for three or four weeks 


Information below may be mailed postage prepaid 
if you follow instructions as stated on page 61. 


FOR MINISTERS AND ARCHITECTS 


SEND US 
YOUR 


INFORMATION 
BUILDING 


ABOUT 
PROGRAM 


We will send one year's subscription (value $3.50) to the chairman of 
your building committee if you will give us information about your 
building program in the spaces provided below. Your chairman will not 
only receive the magazine, but literature valuable in planning will be 


sent from several sources. 


Church Management, 2491 Lee Boulevard, Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio 


Name of Church — _—. Size of Membership — 


Address of Church 
Chairman of Building Committee ——~— ~~ 
Address __— 


Architect — 


Address 
) Worship Unit Only; 
) Ground Broken? 


Yes ( ) No ( 


Planning to Build: ( ) Entire New Church; 


( ) Educational Unit; ( ) Parish House. 


en = 
( ) Information will be placed in our brochure, 
“These Churches Will Build.” If you wish 
to see a copy check here. 





Signed a 


If pastor, check here 0 
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in July and beginning of August. Two 
preaching services on Sunday morning. 
We have no children and are situated 
in Northern Wisconsin resort area. The 
lake cottage is only twelve miles from 
town on a good swimming and fishing 
lake. Scores of other lakes within a few 
miles. 

Cecil V. Dawson, 228 Union Avenue, 
Oconto Falls, Wisconsin. 


CLOSING DATE FOR 1961 
VACATION EXCHANGE IS 
APRIL 25, 1961. 


nt cn 


THE PREACHER’S BARREL 
(continued from page 39) 


Can it be that people have moods for 
sermons as for other things, or are their 
minds merely porous? I have discovered 
that the majority retain very little of 
what they hear, and easily forget the 
rest. If it had been some questionable 
story, or a piece of gossip about the 
minister, or one of his family, at one of 
her bridge parties, I know that lady who 
couldn't recall my sermon, would have 
had a very long memory. 

The preacher's barrel holds much that 
is nourishing and stimulating. Biblical 
truths never change, and old sermons 
contain old faiths which can always be 
viewed in a new light. Illustrations 
which are the windows of a discourse 
are always enjoyed, unless they are dated 
technically. Then they can easily be re- 
placed with those of a more modern 
slant. Sin, love, judgment, these things 
are eternal—the barrel holds them all. 

Let the modern preacher never be 
ashamed of his barrel. “Roll out the 
barrel” was an invigorating song in 
Britain during the dark days of the last 
war, and it can be stimulating again on 
the theological battlefield. 

The sermons in the barrel may be 
dog-eared and decrepit; the earlier utter- 
ances crude, ungrammatical, unpersua- 
sive, but the sweat and tears of the 
embryo preacher are there also. Some- 
times it needs just a little remodelling 
job to make the sermon more palatable, 
and that task is often more difficult 
than making a new sermon. 

Preacher, keep the barrel, for its con- 
tents are still precious. As a sage wrote 
long ago. “Be a real man, not a sham 
aristocrat. Be sincere with yourself, your 
friends, your work. With sincerity, a 
few talents, and a little strength may go 
far. Without it, genius itself may fail.” 
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Classified for Sale and Exchange 


Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department. Minimum 
space is one inch with a minimum rate of $8.00. All ads in excess of 
the minimum will be billed at corresponding rates. All classified ad- 
vertising is payable in advance. The publisher reserves the right to 
decline advertising and refund remittance. No agency commission 
payable on classified ads. 


2491 Lee Boulevard 


Forms close 20th of second month preceding 
Address Classified Department 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, INC. 


Cleveland Heights 18, Ohic 








DIRECT PRICES 


On Pews, Chancel and Pulpit Furniture, Folding Chairs and 
Tables, Baptismal Fonts, Brass Altarware, Pulpit and Altar 
Scarfs. Write for Free Catalog. 


}. P. REDINCTON G COMPANY 
Dept. D Scranton 2, Pennsylvania 





SITUATION WANTED 


Desire position as Church Administrator. Have been Fund-Raiser 
twenty-five years. Hold B.D. degree. Served liberal churches. 
Resume and references upon request. Write 


Box 5610 
% CHURCH MANACEMENT, INC. 
2491 Lee Boulevard Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio 











PRACTICAL STUDY METHODS FOR STUDENT AND PASTOR 

By Donald F. Rossin and Palmer Ruschke 

An illustrated manual on vertical filing of subject and Biblical 

materials, indexing, sermon mechanics, note-taking—al!l based 

on the Dewey Decimal method. 

176 pages 7 x 10, cloth. Ship wt. 24% Ibs. _....____- .-$5.00 
repaid if cash-with-order. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


DONALD F. ROSSIN CO., INC., 
413C So. 4th Street, 
Minneapolis 15, Minnesota. 


CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
Experienced in managing a large church. Available in June or 
as agreed. Write: 


Box 5615 


% CHURCH MANACEMENT, INC. 
2491 Lee Boulevard Cleveland Heights 18, Ohio 














PREACHERS FILING SYSTEM 


Based on Dewey Decimal Classification, can be expanded to 
meet needs of preaching function. For clippings, references, 
books, book cards, sermons. 50c. 


W. R. HALL, P. O. BOX 8006, LONC BEACH 8, CALIFORNIA 


Do you know that a new pipe organ can be had at a reasonable 
price by taking advantage of the good materia! in your present 
one? 

Consult 


THE GRATIAN ORGAN BUILDERS 


Established 1858 
Decatur, Illinois 

















EDITORIALS 


continued from page 8) 


for full satisfaction the mature minister would like 
qualifications like these: 

A congregation large enough and with sufficient 
resources to provide a good building, equipped for 
worship, education, and fellowship. 

A budget large enough to provide a good organ and 
good music. 

Income sufficient to pay a qualified educational di- 
rector to assure high standards in the church Sunday 
school. 

Sufficient help to meet the demands of traditional 
pastoral calling and spiritual counseling. 

Of course we have been running up quite a budget. 
Based on present standards of stewardship, a total of 
$50,000 is now necessary for the local budget. That 
will mean a church with 750 to 1,000 members. I be- 
lieve that a careful study might show that a congrega- 
tion of this size, with a staff of this nature, not alone 
gives the pastor the best satisfactions but is financially 
and functionally the most efficient. Also, it places the 
pastor in a position to preserve his home life, protect 
his hours of study, and lead to the feeling that he is a 
master of his job instead of being mastered by it. 


RE 
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FOR RENT 
A 28 acre camp site with dormitory and a number of cottages 
all completely equipped with bedding and showers at a reason- 
able price and available for a number of dates during the 
summer of 1961. Accepting dates for "62, "63 and "64. Park lo- 
cated in Southeastern Pennsylvania along a main artery mid- 
way between Allentown and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Fair 
rates available for weekend camps; one, two or more weeks of 
camp programs; one day activities either during the week or 
on Sundays as dates are available. First come first served basis. 
For brochure describing the camp and its facilities write to: 


RUSSELL HOLLENBACH 
305 Race Street Perkasie, Pennsylvania 


(Alpine 7-4386 or Alpine 7-4527) 








INTERIORS FOR CHURCHES 
EXPERIENCED PLANNING, CHANCEL DESIGN, CONSUL- 
TATION AND COORDINATION OF FURNISHINGS, COLOR 
SCHEMES AND MATERIALS. COMPLETE INTERIOR DE- 
SIGN FOR THE NEW CHURCH OR MODERNIZATION OF 
EXISTING FACILITIES. 
ALBERT WOOD G&G FIVE SONS INC. 


PORT WASHINGTON NEW YORK 








YOUR OWN FELLOWSHIP SONCBOOK 
Your church can have its own personalized book of hymns, 
fun and folk songs——for youth groups, family nights, banquets 
church camps. So inexpensive that every home can have several 
copies for family devotions. Write for details. 


COOPERATIVE RECREATION SERVICE, INC. 
Radnor Road Delaware, Ohio 











FOR USE IN YOUR MARRIACE COUNSELING 
Sexual Harmony in Marriage Oliver M. Butterfield 
The best in sex instruction. 50c each; $5.50 per dozen 
Wedding Etiquette Jabez Taylor 
Planning the wedding, reception, church, music, etc. 60c¢ each 
$6.50 per dozen. 


WILLIAM H. LEACH ASSOCIATES 


P. O. Box 543 Cleveland 7, Ohio 
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TO START 
CLEANING THE 
an ie H 


WHY NOT 
HAVE THE MAN 


Cos 


Xa 


It's true. The man from FINNELL SYSTEM will study all your floor areas 
and show you how to keep them looking better...with less time and ef- 
fort. He considers not only the floor surface, but the traffic and your avail- 


able maintenance time as well. This service is available for the asking. See 


the Yellow Pages, or send coupon. 


FREE FINNELL SYSTEM, INC.—DEPT. L- 3705 


Elkhart, Indiana 
BOOKLET . 
Please send free booklet, “Planning Your Fioor 


ea 
5 Maintenance Program."’ 
hr CHECK HERE if you have a floor maintenance 
. problem 
_ 





Twiney-made is synonymous 
with Fine Church Furniture 








Whether an accessory, such as baptismal fonts, stands, kneelers, 
missal racks, hymnal racks, etc., or such furniture as pews, altars, lec- 
terns, Communion tables, pulpits, etc., Turney-made church furniture 
combines the best in traditional or modern creative design, expert crafts- 
manship, seasoned, quality woods with satin finish, and modern tech- 
niques. 


Your choice of Turney-made Fine Church Furniture will provide 
your congregation with simple beauty, dignity and serenity of worship 


. inspirational and satisfying 


Without obligation, and upon request, we will gladly send our 


catalog to you. 


wineu WOOD PRODUCTS, Inc. BARR 
CO 5-8248 


—  FARRISON, ARKANSAS 


. 
. See your church furniture dealer or write 


\ a 
FZ ine t urh Y urniture a for nome _and address of nearest sales 
representative. 
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